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1.1 INTRODUCTION

Temple has a longstanding tradition of parks and recreational activities enjoyed by the community. For many years
City leaders have recognized the importance of providing recreation, social gathering places, and green spaces
close to residents that contribute to a better quality of life. Temple is currently experiencing population growth
pressure and an ongoing need to expand and improve the parks and open space system to accommodate this
demand. An updated Temple Parks and Trails Plan in 2019 provides an assessment of the existing Temple parks
and trails and offers a prioritized action plan for the future, based on community desires and needs.

In 2014, the City of Temple completed the Temple Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan. This plan of
action led to a successful bond program and $27.6 million of park and trail improvements throughout the community,
as detailed in Section 1.7, Accomplishment Since 2014. By late 2018, that program was largely complete and the
time had come to think about future park improvements, potential acquisition and trail extensions to keep pace with
Temple’s growth.

The City’s 2014 Trails Master Plan, adjusted periodically since adoption, was in need of an update by 2019 and the
City of Temple elected to integrate trails into parks planning efforts into a single consolidated document.

The term “parks” commonly refers to land dedicated to outdoor spaces prioritized for active and passive recreation
including organized play, impromptu play, passive outdoor enjoyment, and formal gathering spaces, among others.

The term “trail” commonly refers to linear areas designated primarily for recreational activities including, jogging,
walking, and riding a bike, whether within a defined park area or linear connections throughout the community. This
plan seeks to address trail facilities in each setting.

The City of Temple is embarking on an ambitious plan for the future, embracing growth and new ideas while striving
to maintain its small-city charm and unique character. This plan will identify issues, opportunities and solutions to
ensure the community’s parks and trails system is on solid footing for the future of Temple, Texas.
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1.2 PURPOSE OF THE PARKS AND TRAILS PLAN

The 2019 Temple Parks and Trails Plan provides updated guidance for the provisions of parks, recreational facilities, and trails for the next
five to ten years. This plan addresses multiple aspects of the parks and trails system to ensure that all users are represented, amenities are
both well-maintained and improved, and future facilities can accommodate the growth of the community.

Specifically, this plan seeks to:

* Identify trends for parks and trail facilities at the local, regional, and national levels

»  Determine the needs and desires of residents for parks and trail facilities

» Identify ways the City of Temple can address identified needs

*  Examine potential growth of Temple and assess where potential new parks and trail facilities may need to be located
*  Prioritize key recommendations to address the most significant deficiencies immediately

»  Establish standards for parks and trail facilities

«  Define the role of the City of Temple in providing parks and trail facilities.

1.3 IMPORTANCE OF PLANNING

Parks and open spaces add to the vibrancy of the community through contributions to economic development, preservation of green space,
providing community gathering spaces for social interaction, and retaining active play areas for children of all ages. Future residents of Temple
will have an expectation of certain recreational opportunities and open space destinations that past residents did not. This will offer both a
challenge and an opportunity to use the parks and trails system as a recruitment and retention tool, especially for younger professionals.
Temple has worked hard to bolster its reputation as a health and wellness community, with physical activity a primary goal to ensure positive
health and well-being. Both active and passive parks and trails provide opportunities to achieve a healthier and more enjoyable environment
for those that call Temple home.

Continued planning and goal-setting keeps the community actively engaged in the process of designing and funding park improvements, while
also keeping the City leaders at the forefront of contemporary trends and ideas. In the following sections, additional information is provided
regarding the benefits and trends in parks and recreational amenities. By consistently and continuously creating a dialogue with the citizens
during master planning processes, the City of Temple will not only understand what is most important to users but also discover ways to
improve service delivery based on best practices from other communities.
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1.4 BENEFITS OF PARKS AND TRAILS

A strong parks and recreation system enhances the quality of life of citizens by providing community green spaces to be shared and enjoyed by all. There are
many benefits to maintaining and extending parks and trail facilities in Temple including:

o=

¢l

IMPROVE HEALTH & WELL-BEING
Parks, recreational facilities, and trails
provide opportunities for both active and
passive recreation. Active recreation includes
organized sports and physical activities and
passive recreation activities include hiking,
wildlife viewing, etc.

OOO

CONTRIBUTE TO THE

LOCAL ECONOMY

Parks and trails improve local economies

by increasing residential property values
through the Proximate Principle which states,
people will pay more for a home when it is
next to a park or green space.

PROVIDE SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES
Parks, recreational facilities, and trails are
places to socialize, engage members of the
community, and meet new people. Social
interactions help build safe, connected, and
friendly communities.

15
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PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN

FOR YOUTH

Parks and recreation programs can have a
positive social impact as young people have
the opportunity to socialize through organized
or unstructured activities which assist in
developing life skills.

PROMOTE CONSERVATION

Parks and open spaces provide areas for
native plantings and reclamation projects
which can address issues with storm water
runoff, retaining wildlife corridors, and linking
built areas of the community to natural spaces.

INCREASE TOURISM

People are increasingly likely to visit a
community because of local attractions which
may include parks, trails, or event venues.
Attracting visitors to Temple via concerts,
festivals, tournaments, etc. is a way to increase
local revenue.
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1.5 TRENDS IN PARKS AND RECREATION

A. PUBLIC RECREATION

B. PASSIVE RECREATION

In order to develop a parks plan that responds well to the needs and
desires of the public, it is critical to be cognizant of contemporary trends
in park and recreation planning. Today, cities across the nation are
integrating planned recreational areas within accessible distances to
residents. The provision of parks and recreational areas result in intrinsic
ecological, aesthetic, and health-related benefits to urban areas and the
people who live within them. Improved economic benefits are another
reason why cities across the nation are prioritizing public recreation like
never before.

6 M 4" PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN 16

Increased demand for passive recreation is one of the strongest current
trends in park planning. Passive recreation includes outdoor recreational
activities such as nature observation, hiking, and kayaking, that require a
minimum of facilities or development and that have minimal environmental
impact on the recreational site. This type of organic recreation, which is
already popular within Central Texas and the Hill Country, is experiencing
increased nationwide popularity. Passive recreation elements can be
incorporated at a small scale within most parks and in large conservation-
based parks as well.
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C. ACTIVE RECREATION

D. REGIONAL TRAILS

Traditionally, active recreation, including areas for sports such as
baseball, soccer and basketball has been an important component

of community and regional parks. Recent studies suggest that the
participation in youth league sports could be decreasing from historical
levels due to factors such as a lack of quality practice fields and league
fees. Ensuring accessible recreational facilities allows more young people
to participate in organized youth programs.

17

One of the most popular recreational amenities within park systems

in Central Texas and nationwide are pedestrian and bicycle trails.
Incorporating trail systems within reach of residential communities results
in enhanced access to natural environments, community parks, and other
destinations, including places of work. According to contemporary public
feedback, access to trails is a top priority for citizens in many cities in
Texas, particularly for younger generations.
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1.6 PAST PLANNING INITIATIVES

The City of Temple has a history of engaging in planning initiatives,
including special studies and plans for targeted needs, districts,
corridors, and the parks system.

The 2014 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan for
the City of Temple was adopted in December of 2014 with an eye
on the future of parks and recreational facilities. The plan led to
recommendations for improvements to parks and recreational
facilities throughout the community.

Connecting the Community: Citywide Trails Master Plan (2012)
established key goals and recommendations that were prioritized
into three categories. These categories included: 1) trails that
connected key destinations, 2) safe pedestrian routes to and from
schools, and 3) trails within park lands.

The Killeen-Temple MPO Regional Thoroughfare and Pedestrian/
Bicycle Plan promoted continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive
transportation planning within Central Texas. The three main goals
of the plan were 1) the promotion of the increased use and safety of
bicycles, 2) the promotion of pedestrian safety, and 3) to increase
awareness by policy makers regarding pedestrian transportation.

Choices ‘08: The City of Temple Comprehensive Plan stated the
importance of community image and beautification to the residents
of Temple, with beautiful parks and public spaces included as

an important component of that priority. The plan recommended
establishing a formal neighborhood program to develop
enhancement plans for streets, parks, common areas, neighborhood
gardens, and gateways.
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1.7 ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE THE 2014 MASTER PLAN

The City of Temple Parks and Recreation Department has worked to implement recommendations made in the 2014 Parks,
Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan. The following provides the action and status from the 2014 plan:

6-1 LAND ACQUISTION

ACTION ID ACTION STATUS
1 Downtown Linear Park - Per Downtown Master Plan Land has been acquired for the Downtown Linear Park
Future neighborhood parks - Acquire through donations lands for additional parks in .
2 } . Ongoing
fast growing areas of the city
3 Blackland Prairie Park - Land acquisition (cost to be determined) Land has been acquired for Prairie Park
4 New Sou.thwest Temple cpmmunlty park - Acquire through trade or purchase land to Land has been acquired for Southwest Temple Park
expand city owned lands in the area (20 to 50 acres)
5 Bend O’ the River Park - Evaluate acquisition to enlarge (via potential donation) Completed
6-2 NEW PARK DEVELOPMENT
ACTION ID ACTION STATUS
Downtown Linear Park - Per Downtown Master Plan, enhances linear park, adds key
1 o . . - Current plan has been completed
trail, interpretive features, public art, pavilions, event area, play features
2 West Temple Athletics Park/Community Park - Development Crossroads - Ongoing
3 Develop new football fields (add two football fields to Wilson South Park) One field has been completed and named for “Mean Joe” Greene
. . . Linkage trails have been developed for Wyndham Hill, Echo Vista,
4 Develop 5+ miles of linkage trails and Crossroads parks
5 Bend O’ the River Park: Develop program and master plan, initial phase development Still to be completed
6 Develop Prewitt Park (new park, currently undeveloped) Still to be completed
7 Blackland Prairie Park (includes outdoor education classroom, interpretive features, Amenities will include a crushed granite parking area and nature trail
learning pavilion, natural surface trails, landscape restoration)

PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN 20
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6-3 EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

ACTION ID ACTION STATUS
1 Improve Athletic Facilities throughout Temple
1a Wilson South - Create area for football fields, improve restrooms and pavilions, add landscape features | One football field has been completed and is in use and a new
concession / announcement area has been designed
1b Northam A new concession / announcement area has been designed
1c AJ Mercer A new concession / announcement area has been designed
1d Baker Field Improvements have been planned for the playground and dugout
1e Scott and White Park Fields - Bleachers, restrooms, improve parking Design for a new concession stand has been completed
1f Ferguson - Minor improvements to athletic facilities A new playground area has been installed and is now open
19 Korompai - Improve soccer and football fields Improvements to the athletic fields include new sod and improved drainage
1h West Temple Park - Additional soccer fields and lighting, second restroom
2 Jefferson Park - Add trail, benches, pavilion, fitness stations, upgrade and cover playground, Newly installed amenities include a new playground, in-park trail, shade
add irrigation and landscaping sails, new benches, pavilion, and parking area
Lions Park - Improve roadway and drainage, add soccer fields, shade shelters, cover
3 basketball court, update playgrounds, improve parking, add overlook feature, add wildflower Ongoing
areas and additional trails.
4 Oak Creek Park - Add trail, parking, exercise stations, upgrade playground and cover, Newly completed and installed amenities include a trail, benches, trail exercise
add restrooms, add splash pad (in high cost range) stations, a bridge, playground with shade, bleachers, and pavilion
5 Lions Junction Expansion - Add teen features to the facility Deep water pool has been completed and includes multiple amenities for teens
6 Conner Park - Add large pavilion, exercise stations, cover play area, add basketball court (full size), | Incomplete
add restroom building, extend trail, add landscape, add small splash pad
7 Optimist Park - Add trail and benches, restroom, upgrade and cover playground, parking area, | Newly installed amenities include a trail, benches, restrooms, playground with
pavilion, field lights shade, bleachers, and pavilion
8 Carver Park - Upgrade playground, add 1/2 basketball court, add picnic shelters, Completed
improve irrigation and landscaping
9 Jaycee Park - Add exercise stations, pavilions, trail, upgrade playground with shade, add splash pad Splash pad has been installed at Jaycee Park
10 Wilson Park - Extend trail, cover basketball court, add landscape features Only the basketball courts have been completed
11 Von Rosenberg Park - Trail with benches, 1/2 basketball court, picnic shelters Not complete or started
12 Freedom Park - Add trail, benches, exercise stations, expand parking, pavilion, add small splash pad Not complete
13 West Ridge Park - Add trail with benches, restroom, parking, field with lights, wildflower area, pavilion Incomplete
Western Hills Park - Add trail, benches, upgrade and cover play area, add pavilion, Complete
14 . Lo ;
add play features, upgrade landscape, wildflower area, irrigation, add parking
15 Walker Park - Add pavilion, covered playground, trail and restroom building Incomplete
16 Waterford Park - Upgrade and cover playground, add trail and benches Incomplete

21
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6-4 INDOOR FACILITIES RECOMMENDATIONS

ACTION ID ACTION STATUS
1 Enhance Wilson Recreation Center (per master plan recommendations) Lrgg;ogzgg:;sdto the classrooms and entrance lobby have
2 Sammons Community Center Space reconfiguration ad and additions have been designed
3 Develop West Temple Recreation Center (include gymnasium, walking track, weight/ Incomplete
fithess room, multipurpose classrooms, etc.)
3a Feasibility study (for both center and pool) to confirm location Incomplete
3b Design and Development of center Incomplete
4 Enhgnce Summit Recreatioq Center (tgnnis courts renovation and lighting, additional Incomplete
interior enhancements, consider covering pool)
5 Develop family aquatic center in West Temple (associated with proposed recreation center) | Incomplete
ACTION ID ACTION STATUS
1 Jaycee Park Trail Loop Complete
2 Prewitt Park Trail Incomplete
3 West Ridge Park Trail Incomplete
4 Waterford Park Trail Incomplete
5 Von Rosenberg Trail Incomplete
6 Oak Creek Park Trail Complete
7 Canyon Creek Trall Incomplete
8 Bird Creek Interceptor Trail Incomplete
9 Walker Park Trail Incomplete
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS FROM PREVIOUS PLAN

As a testament to the benefit of planning for parks and recreation improvement, the following are some
of the successes accomplished from the 2014 Temple Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan.

New football fields were proposed
for James B. Wilson Park in the
2014 Parks Master Plan. One of the
recommended fields was opened
and named after local football
legend Mean Joe Greene.

Oak Creek Park received
updated playground equipment
and the playground includes two
shaded areas to protect children
from the sun.
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A deep water pool was completed
as part of improvements to the
water park at Lions Junction.
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1.8 PLANNING PROCESS AND TIMELINE

The 2019 Parks and Trails Plan was initiated in December 2018 and completed in December 2019. The plan was prepared in conjunction with a consultant
team selected by the City of Temple with support from the Temple Parks and Recreation Department. Parks and Recreation staff provided data, document
review assistance, and assistance with public engagement. The most important element of the planning process is interaction with the public, including
residents and stakeholders, City of Temple staff, and appointed/elected officials. This plan seeks to capture the needs, concerns, and aspirations of the
Community. Figure 1.1, Planning Process represents the phases of preparation and actions taken during the 2019 planning process.

FIGURE 1.1: PLANNING PROCESS

EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN PLAN ADOPTION
ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENT REFINEMENT PROCESS
Jan. Mar. Mar. June June Aug. Oct. Dec.
2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

Facility Inventory Public Outreach Needs Assessment Action Plan
(Survey / Open Houses)
Program Inventory Conditions Assessment Plan Recommendations Adoption
Meetings

Public Outreach

Stakeholder Outreach (Open Houses)

Preliminary Findings
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1.9 PLAN ELEMENTS

The 2019 Parks and Trails Plan incorporates multiple elements of the
master planning process. The Plan is separated into chapters that
address existing facilities, needs identification, and recommendations for
the parks and trails system. Figure 1.2, Plan Elements illustrates the plan
outline.

Introduction:

This section provides an introduction to the plan and information regarding
the importance of parks and trails planning, in addition to the varying types of
recreational facilities.

Community Profile:
The Temple profile section provides information about the community context of
existing parks and recreational facilities within Temple.

Existing Conditions:
This section identifies and categorizes each park and trail in the Temple Parks

system which provides the foundation for the needs assessment.

Needs Assessment: This section provides the current state of parks, recreational
activities, and trails and presents potential needs of each.

Vision, Goals, and Objectives: This section contains the community agreed
upon vision, goals, and objectives of the Parks and Trails Master Plan.

Parks Recommendations: The results of analysis, vision statement, goals and
objectives are used to produce a series of recommendations for parks.

Trails Recommendation: The results of analysis, vision statement, goals and
objectives are used to produce a series of recommendations for trails.

Implementation: This section provides implementation measures with a
prioritized action plan for achievement of the plan goals and recommendations.

25

FIGURE 1.2 PLAN ELEMENTS

() Introduction

() Community Profile

() Exisiting Conditions

() Need Assessment

() Vision, Goals, and Objectives

() Parks Recommendations

() Trails Recommendations

() Implementation
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COMMUNITY

PROFILE
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2.1 HISTORICAL CONTEXT

FOUNDING

Temple was founded in 1880 when the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe
Railway purchased 187 acres from Jonathan E. Moore to develop a
railroad junction point for the hundreds of miles of tracks that were
spreading throughout the state.

In January 1881, a post office was established and the town was
officially named Temple after the company’s chief construction
engineer, Bernard M. Temple. By June 1881, the land had been
surveyed and divided into 157 business lots and 28 residential lots, and
on June 29, passengers were brought in from five different cities for a
land auction.

17 |REaha PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN
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EARLY GROWTH

The railway company was instrumental in the early development of the
City. The company built its shops in Temple and the population and
industry grew rapidly. The City of Temple, Texas was incorporated in
1882, and by 1884 had 3,000 residents. In 1890, Temple had a reported
population of approximately 7,065 people.

Along with its growing and diverse population came a variety of industries.
In 1891 the railway built the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway Hospital
to provide medical services to the railroad workers. The railway officials
hired Dr. Arthur Scott as chief surgeon in 1892, who hired on Dr. Raleigh
White in 1885. The two formed a partnership in 1897 and opened their first
hospital in 1904 as they recognized a need to extend medical services
beyond the railway workers to the town residents. This practice eventually
evolved into Scott and White Memorial, giving way to the rise of one of the
fastest growing healthcare systems in the 20th century: Baylor, Scott &
White Health.
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DIVERSIFYING AND FLOURISHING INDUSTRIES

In 1930, Temple had a reported population of 15,345 people. The Great
Depression slowed what had been a steady growth, but between 1940 and
1960 the population nearly doubled again to 30,419 people. While growth
continued to be led by the expanding medical industry, proximity to the rail
and highway network attracted and contributed to the growth of other econ-
omies, such as agriculture, education, manufacturing, and transportation.

From an industry stand point, the 1920s brought American Desk Company
(in 1921), a Coca-Cola bottling plant (1925), and Temple Junior College
(1926); in the 1950s and 1960s Wilson art and McLane Company were
established in Temple, two of Temple’s largest non-medical employers that
have gone on to have international reach.

By the 1970s, the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station (Texas A&M
AgrilLife) established a research substation in Temple, and the City became
home to the offices of the United States Soil Conservation Service.

RECENT HISTORICAL GROWTH

By 1980, the population had risen to 42,483 people and to 46,483 by 1990.
The 1990s saw a slowing of growth and even loss of population, but by
2000 the population had surpassed the 1990 population and increased to
54,514 people. Centrally located in the state and among major Texas cities,
Temple today remains a geographic and economic center of Texas that can
anticipate continued growth in the city and surrounding areas.

29
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COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

2018 TOTAL POPULATION 2038 PROJECTED 2017 MEDIAN AGE 2017 MEDIAN 2017 POVERTY LEVEL

POPULATION HOUSEHOLD INCOME

76,256 112,056 32.2 $52,416 14.9%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Comm. Survey Source: Templeton Demographics Source: U.S. Census Bureau & American Comm. Survey Source: U.S. Census Bureau & American Comm. Survey Source: U.S. Census Bureau & American Comm. Survey

| |

2017 RACIAL / ETHNIC COMPOSITION 2017 EDUCATION

YLXR/ W Caucasian "
YR African-American

74| American Indian / AK Native

VL WA/S Less than 9th Grade
PRWAZS Oth to 12th Grade, no diploma
13% High school graduate (includes equivalency)

2% Asian SEReL/Z8 Some college, no degree

&

VAAY/ N Some other race (D28 Associates degree

(| 2275 Two or more races
PN Hispanic ethnicity

Source: U.S. Census Bureau & American Community Survey Source: U.S. Census Bureau & American Community Survey

51¢k/ | Bachelor's degree

pX3/4 Graduate or professional degree
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2.2 DEMOGRAPHICS

POPULATION

The historic populations of Temple, Bell County, and Texas are
illustrated in Figure 2.1, Historic Population 1980-2017. The population
of Temple has grown at a slower pace than Bell County and Texas, but
recent trends show that Temple is growing at a much faster rate than
previous decades (15.4% since 2010).

The 2018 population at three miles, five miles, and ten miles from
the Temple City Limits is illustrated in Figure 2.2, Population Profile
By Radius. The population increase by distance is indicative of the
proximity of the City of Belton which is entirely located within the ten
mile radius.

POPULATION PROJECTION

The population projections for Temple, Bell County, and Texas are
illustrated in Figure 2.3, Population Projections 2020-2040. Temple is
projected to grow at the same rate as Bell County through the year
2040. The growth rate of Texas is significantly lower during the same
time frame.

The growth rate of Temple and Bell County, in comparison to the state,
indicates growth in Central Texas is greater than Texas as a whole.
This is due in part to the location of both Temple and Bell County within
the “Texas Triangle” along the [-35 corridor. As mentioned in Section
2.2, Regional Context, the proximity of Temple to the four largest met-
ropolitan areas in Texas will have an impact on Temple’s future growth
and development.
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FIGURE 2.1: HISTORIC POPULATION 1980-2018

YEAR CITY OF TEMPLE BELL COUNTY TEXAS
1980 42,483 157,889 14,229,191
1990 46,109 191,088 16,986,510
2000 54,514 237,974 20,851,820
2010 66,102 310,235 25,145,561
2018 76,256 355,642 28,701,845

% Change 79% 125% 102%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey

FIGURE 2.2: POPULATION PROFILE 3 MILE/5 MILE/10 MILE RADIUS

3 MILE RADIUS 5 MILE RADIUS 10 MILE RADIUS

2018 Estimated Population 41,023 64,468 117,346

Daytime Population 68,302
% Change 33.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey

86,673
33.0%

139,957

FIGURE 2.3: POPULATION PROJECTIONS 2020-2040

TEXAS?
27,238,610

CITY OF TEMPLE'
84,700

YEAR BELL COUNTY?

2020

2030 102,028 28,994,210

2030"/ 204072 112,056 30,305,304

% Change

Source: 'Templeton Demographics & 22016 Regional Water Plan, Texas Water Development Board.
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

The educational attainment for individuals 25 and older are listed in
Figure 2.4. Temple and Bell County both have a significantly higher
high school graduation rate than the state of Texas. The number of
people in Temple who attended college is lower than Bell county’s rate,
but higher than Texas.

There is also a substantially higher rate of individuals with graduate or
professional degrees in Temple than in Bell County or Texas. Temple
and Bell County’s overall higher rate of educational attainment could be
partially attributed to its location within Central and East Texas, which
is home to a higher number of state and private universities compared
with the Western half of the state.

RACE

The racial composition of Temple, Bell County, and the State of Texas

is illustrated in Figure 2.5. The population of Temple is predominately
Caucasian and the second largest racial population is African-American.
The racial composition of Temple is similar to the State of Texas,
however, Bell County has a lower percentage of Caucasians, while there
is greater representation of all other listed groups within the county.

An analysis of racial composition from 1990 - 2017 has shown that the
Caucasian population has increased in the City of Temple, while the
number of African-Americans has decreased. County data indicates an
increase in African-American population during the same time period.
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FIGURE 2.4: EDUCATION ATTAINMENT OF POPULATION IN 2017

EDUCATION LEVEL CITY OF TEMPLE BELL COUNTY TEXAS
Did not graduate from High School 8% 8% 16%
High School Graduate 92% 92% 84%
Some College/Bachelor’s Degree 55% 58% 48%
Graduate or Professional Degree 1% 9% 10%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey
FIGURE 2.5 RACIAL COMPOSITION IN 2017
RACE CITY OF TEMPLE BELL COUNTY TEXAS
Caucasian 80.7% 63.7% 73.9%
African-American 14.1% 23.3% 12.1%
American Indian / AK Native 0.3% 0.7% 0.5%
Asian 1.0% 3.3% 4.8%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Island 0.0% 0.8% 0.1%
Some Other Race Alone 2.8% 3.1% 5.9%
Two or More Races 1.2% 5.1% 2.6%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey
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INCOME & POVERTY

The median household income for Temple is approximately equivalent
to Bell County, which is significantly less than Texas. This dramatic
income level disparity between the state and local level could be
attributed to higher than average household income levels of some

of the largest urban areas in Texas (Dallas-Ft. Worth, Houston, San
Antonio & Austin).

The income levels represented in Bell County are not at the levels
represented in larger metropolitan areas and skews incomes levels of
smaller cities. The poverty level represented in Bell county and the
City of Temple is similar to the State of Texas at 15 percent.

FIGURE 2.6: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

JURISDICTION 2017 HOUSEHOLDS 2017 MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME
Temple 27,395 $52,416
Bell County 122,333 $52,479
Texas 9,623,874 $59,206

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey

FIGURE 2.7: POVERTY

JURISDICTION S0l ATioN  POVERTYLINE  POVERTY LINE
Temple 73,395 10,912 14.9%
Bell County 336,805 47,084 14.0%
Texas 27,676,343 4,076,905 14.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey

TempleParks.com
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EXISTING

CONDITIONS
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3.1 PURPOSE OF EXISTING CONDITIONS CHAPTER

The City of Temple contains a wide range of parks, trails, and
recreational facilities which allow for active and passive recreational
opportunities for residents and visitors. Determining the degree

to which these parks and recreation facilities meet the needs and
preferences of Temple residents requires an understanding of the
quantity and distribution of park properties and facilities owned and
maintained by the City of Temple.

This chapter identifies each park and recreational facility asset
and categorizes them according to National Recreation and Parks
Association standards. This evaluation of existing conditions
provides the foundation for the Needs Analysis (Chapter 4, page
50). This evaluation provides Temple’s elected officials, appointed
officials, administration, and staff the information needed to make
informed decisions to manage the park system.
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3.2 PARK & TRAIL CLASSIFICATIONS

The City’s parks and trail system is comprised of a
variety of different types and scales of parks and
trails serving both the residents of Temple and
the greater region. Understanding that each park
serves different areas and functions helps identify
gaps and overlaps in the overall system. This, in
turn, helps to determine whether or not existing
facilities are addressing the current park and trail
needs of the City. It also helps to determine how
and where the City needs to expand or redevelop
its parks system in the future.

PARK CLASSIFICATIONS

This master plan Identifies six broad categories
of parks and recreational space categories. The
six park types (see at right) include:

* Regional Parks

*  Community Parks

* Neighborhood Parks

» Greenspace & Natural Areas
» Special-Use Facilities

* Pocket Parks

26 |IENahg PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN

REGIONAL PARKS
50 - 1,000+ ACRES

Regional parks can serve entire cities
or multiple cities and accommodate
festivals and other special events. Oth-
er activities can include fishing, hiking
and wildlife viewing.

MILLER PARK

GREENSPACE &
NATURAL AREAS
50 - 1,000+ ACRES

Greenspace and natural areas typically
include passive recreation and conserva-
tion lands. These facilities vary in size and
do not serve a specific geographic region
and serve as ecological habitat areas for
wildlife and water quality control.

38

COMMUNITY PARKS
10-50 ACRES

Community parks primarily serve multi-
ple neighborhoods and contain athletic
fields and large playgrounds. They offer
both active and passive recreation.
Better vehicular accessibility than
neighborhood parks.

KOROMPAI SOCCER FIELDS

SPECIAL-USE
FACILITIES
SIZE VARIES

Special use facilities are constructed

to accommodate specific recreational
activities. Entrance fees are sometimes
charged and some include community
centers, golf courses, aquatic facilities
or stadiums.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
3-10 ACRES

Neighborhood parks primarily serve
individual neighborhoods and are typically
within walking or biking distance.

OPTIMIST PARK

POCKET PARKS
LESS THAN 3 ACRES

Pocket parks are designed for passive
recreation and are typically within walking
or biking distance.
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TRAIL CLASSIFICATIONS

This master plan identifies four trail categories.

The four trail types (see at right) include:
* Greenway Trails

* Thoroughfare Connector Trails

* Neighborhood Connector Trails

* In-Park Trails

In addition, sidewalks provide essential
connectivity to the citywide trail system.
Sidewalks provide on-street pedestrian
connectivity to schools, recreational facilities,
and employment areas.

GREENWAY TRAILS

THOROUGHFARE CONNECTOR TRAILS

Greenway trails are intended for off-street linear parks Thoroughfare connector trails are intended as active

and are often regional in nature and may connect parks transportation corridors to move people from point A to

with neighborhoods.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTOR TRAILS IN-PARK TRAILS

On-street and off-street trail connections serve
neighborhoods and provide safe access to multiple
locations throughout the city.

39

point B.

¥

This category contains trails within parks that provide
walking paths through individual parks primarily used
for exercise.
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3.3 OVERVIEW OF THE TEMPLE
PARKS & TRAILS SYSTEM

Temple residents are fortunate to have a significant amount of parkland
available in close proximity. This includes access to 65 City-owned parks

comprised of almost 1,500 acres of open space and recreational amenities (see

Figure 3.1, Temple Parks and Trail System, on the next page; and Map 3.1,
Temple Parks and Trail System, on page 26). Approximately nine percent of the
total City-owned parkland is currently undeveloped.

The Temple parks system is overlaid by approximately 403 acres of accessible
homeowner association (HOA) parks, trails, and recreational areas. 267 acres
of parkland is also leased from the United States Corps of Engineers, at Miller
Springs Park. Park development and use partnership are regularly negotiated
with the City. Combined, these parks and recreational resources provide the
residents of Temple a diverse and accessible system of active and passive
facilities and amenities.

The City of Temple is served by a broad range of developed parks and
recreational facilities that allow for both active (e.g., sports courts and fields)
and passive recreation (e.g., picnic facilities and trails) (see Figure 3.1,
Temple Parks and Trails System on the next pages; and Map 3.1, Temple
Existing Parks and Trails System, on page 31). The city continues to develop
undeveloped properties which are in various stages of planning. The residents
of the City of Temple are served by hundreds of acres of beautifully developed
parkland which residents continue to enjoy.
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65

PARKS IN
TEMPLE

22

TRAILS IN
TEMPLE

1,461

ACRES OF
PARKLAND

29

MILES OF
TRAILS
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MAP #
1

2
3
4

PARK NAME
Crossroads Regional Park
Miller Springs Park’
Wilson Park

Lions Park

FIGURE 3.1: TEMPLE PARKS & TRAILS SYSTEM

ADDRESS
Prairie View Rd.
1472 FM 2271
2205 Curtis B Elliott Dr.
4320 Lions Park Rd.

TOTAL ACRES
306.00
267.62
109.04
108.57

TOTAL REGIONAL PARKS 791.23

5 Miller Park 1919 North 1st St. 29.98
6 South Temple Park 5000 South 5th St. 49.03
7 South West Community Park Poison Oak 92.93
8 West Temple Park 121 Montpark Rd. 28.03
9 Connor Park 408 Old Waco Rd. 6.38
10 Draughon Park 701 South 34th St. 3.93
" Von Rosenberg Park 7918 Tarver Dr. 13.23
12 Ferguson Park 1203 East Adams Ave. 10.11
13 Freedom Park 8456 Tarver Dr. 9.35
14 Hodge Park 1902 South 61st St. 4.42
15 Jackson Park 925 North 4th St. 6.84
16 Jefferson Park 2310 Monticello Rd. 2.40
17 Jaycee Park 2302 West Ave. Z 8.33
18 Jeff Hamilton Park 501 South 14th St. 3.27
19 Jones Park Robinhood Dr. 3.32
20 Kiwanis Park 3102 Anacacho Dr. 2.73
21 Meadow Creek Park 2018 Fawn Creek Dr. 15.10
22 Oak Creek Park 2304 Forest Tr. 4.17
23 Optimist Park 820 West Munroe Ave. 3.56
24 Scott & White Park 1601 South 19th St. 12.21
25 Silverstone Park 404 Waters Dairy 4.95
26 Spanish Southwest Park 1414 Paseo Del Plata 3.28
27 Valley Ranch Park 7211 Dubose Rd. 7.65
28 Walker Park 2615 North 3rd St. 7.20
29 Waterford Park 5001 Warwicke Dr. 10.63
30 West Ridge Park 309 East Ridge Blvd. 19.17
31 Western Hills Park 4420 Gazelle Tr. 3.59
32 Woodbridge Park 3620 Whispering Oaks 4.95

TOTAL NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

175.16 41

"Miller Springs Park is maintained by the City of Temple and City of Belton

MAP #

PARK NAME

Alta Vista Park?
Bentwood Park
Carver Park
Colquitt Park
Doctor’s Park
Echo Village Park
Fred Springer Park
Freedom Village Park
Little Bluestem Park
Nettles Park
Northwest Hills Park
Oaks at Westwood Park
Temple South Rotary Park

Terrace Gardens Park

TOTAL POCKET PARKS

21.66

Bird Creek
Camden
Canyon Creek
Hickory Heights
King Circle
Prairie Park
Prewitt
Ramblewood
Southern Oaks
Tanglewood

Trailwood

TOTAL OPEN SPACES

66.26

2Alta Vista Park is scheduled to be open in the near future

ADDRESS

5530 Stonehaven Dr.
2173 Butterfly Dr.
1412 South 4th St.
3501 Hickory Rd.
250 South 34th St.

5030 Stonehaven Dr.
315 West Ave. B
700 Freedom Dr.

1 Troy St.

1615 North 11th St.
813 Brandywine Dr.
8423 Skyview
4306 Lone Star Trail
2015 Linwood Rd.

4718 Arrowhead Dr.
706 Camden Dr.
2715 Hemlock Blvd.
3601 Robinhood Dr.
401 King Circle
Tower Rd.
1511 French Ave.
3203 Aspen Trail
3510 Melrose Ln.
Tanglewood Rd.
3911 Valley View

TOTAL ACRES

0.25
0.78
0.61
0.92
297
4.39
7.96
0.57
1.13
1.30
1.58
0.13
0.79
1.25

1.24
0.61
26.92
1.42
0.38
10.00
8.21
9.90
2.58
2.20
2.80

Appendix | - Part 3 of 3
Parks and Recreation Assets



FIGURE 3.1: TEMPLE PARKS AND TRAILS SYSTEM (CONTINUED)

MAP # PARK NAME ADDRESS TOTAL ACRES MAP # TRAIL NAME ADDRESS TOTAL MILES
58 Baker Baseball Field 420 East Barton Ave. 5.58 9 Conner Park 408 Old Waco 0.33
60 Reuben D. Talasek Bend O’ The River South General Bruce Dr. 87.36 1 Crossroads Park Prairie View Rd. 1.40
61 Kenny Martin Park Highway 314 10.00 15 Jackson Park 925 N. 4th St. 0.50
62 Marvin Fenn Recreation Area 702 South 57th St. 3.00 17 Jaycee Park 2302 W. Ave. Z 0.43
63 MLK Festival Grounds 301 S 4th St. 11.87 16 Jefferson Park 2310 Monticello Rd. 0.25
64 | Sammons Park Links (Golf Course) | 2727 West Adams Ave. 112.57 19 Jones Park 1102 W. Ave. F 0.33
65 Saulsbury Community Gardens 2130 Saulsbury Dr. 2.66 4 Lions Park 4320 Lions Park Rd. 2.00
66 Whistle Stop Playground 22 South 11th St. 0.75 5 Miller Park 1919 N. 1st St. 0.75

22 Oak Creek Park 2304 Forest Trail 0.25
23 Optimist Park 820 W. Munroe Ave. 0.25
25 Silverstone Park 404 Waters Dairy Rd. 0.50
6 South Temple Park 5000 S. 5th St. 0.75
45 Terrace Gardens Park 2015 Linwood Rd. 0.25
27 Valley Ranch Park 7211 Dubose Rd. 0.37
8 West Temple Park 121 S. Montpark Rd. 1.00
31 Western Hills Park 4420 Gazelle Trail 0.25
3 Wilson Park 2205 Curtis B. Elliot Dr. 1.75
32 Woodbridge Park 3620 Whispering Oaks 0.50
68 FM 2305 Hike & Bike Trall W. Hwy 2305 5.00
37 Echo Village Trail 5030 Stone Haven 0.50
69 Friar’'s Creek Hike & Bike Trail 5000 S. 5th St. 4.35
70 Pepper Creek Trail Adams Ave. 3.50

TOTAL COMMUNITY TRAILS 17.60

30 |LIEMaha PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN 42 Appendix | - Part 3 of 3

Parks and Recreation Assets



| : L
i .\9"_-'-'. I
MAP 3.1: TEMPLE EXISTING PARKS & TRAILS SYSTEM
j-"_‘: \t\‘ -\"-._ o i
i ) el
F P \s = ]
I
2 . :'-
- MORGANS POINT
ResorRr ~  /  [3
.‘_a.x
7}
< ‘ I i
\\: e,
]1
.--":ﬁ
BELTON A
LEGEND
TRAIL CLASSIFICATIONS

— Greenway Trail
mmm— Thoroughfare Connector Trail
mmm— Neighborhood Connector Trail

In Park Trail

I Frivate Parks

7 Temple City Limits

AHHAHH Railroad
Roadways
Airport
Bell County
Other Cities

Ty [ty
I i
y |
9

vvvvv

Parks and Recreation Assets

ACADEMY

sssss

Appendix | - Part 3 of 3




REGIONAL PARKS

Regional parks are created with the intent to serve the entire city or
region and are typically comprised of an expansive amount of land
containing a variety of amenities. These parks provide an ideal staging
ground for outdoor events, athletic tournaments, and festivals. Due to
the typically larger size of regional parks they may often contain natural
resources and preserved land in conjunction with active and passive
recreational amenities.

Regional parks are generally 50 to 1000+ acres and there are currently
four regional parks in Temple totaling 791 acres which comprises
approximately 55 percent of Temple’s total parkland (see Map 3.2,
Regional Parks, on the next page).

TEMPLE REGIONAL PARKS
Crossroads Regional Park
Wilson Park
Miller Springs' Park
Lions Park

"Miller Springs is owned by the Corp of Engineers and maintained by the City of Temple and City of Belton

Wilson Park
REGIONAL PARKS COMPARISON

ALL TEMPLE PARKLAND
1,461 Acres

REGIONAL PARKS

791 Acres

Crossroads Regional Park
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COMMUNITY PARKS

Community parks are large scale parks that serve multiple
neighborhoods. Amenities within community parks typically include
athletic fields, aquatic facilities, sports courts, and indoor facilities.
These facilities provide visitors the opportunity to participate in active
and passive activities. Areas within a community park may also include
natural areas, open spaces for unstructured recreational activities, and
landscaped area for beautification.

Community parks typically contain 10 to 50 acres of land. Temple has
four community parks totaling 170 acres of parkland, which comprises South Temple Park
approximately 12 percent of Temple’s total parkland. These parks are
located throughout the city (see Map 3.3, Community Parks, on the
next page).

TEMPLE COMMUNITY PARKS
Miller Park
South Temple Park
Southwest Community Park
West Temple Park

MiIIerPa
COMMUNITY PARKS COMPARISON

COMMUNITY PARKS ALL TEMPLE PARKLAND

170 Acres ' 1,461 Acres

West Temple Park
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

Neighborhood parks are generally smaller in scale than other park
classifications and are meant to serve one or two neighborhoods. These parks
are often within walking or cycling distance of nearby patrons. Neighborhood
park are typically three to 10 acres. Temple has 24 neighborhood parks totaling
175 acres of park, which comprises approximately 12 percent of Temple’s total
parkland (see Map 3.4, Neighborhood Parks, on the next page).

TEMPLE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

Conner Park Jaycee Park Silverstone Park

Draughon Park Jeff Hamilton Park Spanish Southwest Park
Von Rosenberg Park Jones Park Valley Ranch Park

Ferguson Park Kiwanis Park Walker Park
Freedom Park Meadow Creek Park Waterford Park

Hodge Park Oak Creek Park West Ridge Park
Jackson Park Optimist Park Western Hills Park
Jefferson Park Scott & White Park Woodbridge Park

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS COMPARISON

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS ALL TEMPLE PARKLAND

175 Acres @ 1,461 Acres

36 |iEMaha PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN 48
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POCKET PARKS

Pocket parks are small-scale parks that provide visitors a place to relax
and enjoy a natural environment with very close proximity to home.

These parks are generally less than three acres. Pocket parks typically
contain landscaping and amenities that provide for passive recreation and,
oftentimes, amenities for children (e.g., playscapes).

Temple has 14 pocket parks totaling 25 acres of park, which comprises
approximately 1.7 percent of Temple’s total parkland. The location of pocket
parks are located throughout the community (see Map 3.5, Pocket Parks, on
the next page).

TEMPLE POCKET PARKS

Alta Vista Park Freedom Village Park
Bentwood Park Little Bluestem Park
Carver Park Nettles Park
Colquitt Park Northwest Hills Park
Doctor’s Park Oaks at Westwood Park
Echo Village Park Temple South Rotary Park
Fred Springer Park Terrace Gardens Park

POCKET PARKS COMPARISON

ALL TEMPLE PARKLAND
1,461 Acres

POCKET PARKS
25 Acres
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Alta Vista Park
Bentwood Park
Carver Park

Colquitt Park
Doctor’s Park

Echo Village Park
Fred Springer Park
Freedom Village Park
Little Bluestem Park
Nettles Park
Northwest Hills Park
Oaks at Westwood Park

Temple South Rotary Park

+~Rar3 6f 3

creation Assets




OPEN SPACES & NATURAL AREAS

Open spaces are unprogrammed areas created to provide the opportunity for
visitors to enjoy natural areas. Open spaces provide landscaped and natural
areas for non-organized play and passive recreational activities. Amenities may
or may not be included, but frequently they include walking paths, landscaped
areas, or gardens.

Temple has 11 open spaces totaling 66 acres, which comprises approximately
4.6 percent of Temple’s total parkland. These spaces are located throughout
the community (see Map 3.6, Open Spaces, on the next page).

TEMPLE OPEN SPACES

Bird Creek Prewitt
Camden Ramblewood
Canyon Creek Southern Oaks
Hickory Heights Tanglewood
King Circle Trailwood

Blackland Prairie

OPEN SPACES COMPARISON

ALL TEMPLE PARKLAND
1,461 Acres

OPEN SPACES
66 Acres
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50.  Hickory Heights
51. King Circle
52. Prairie Park
53. Prewitt
54. Ramblewood
55.  Southern Oaks

56.  Tanglewood
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SPECIAL USE FACILITIES

Special use facilities vary in size and type of amenities to accommodate
the use for which they have been established. Special use facilities
provide a space for a specific activity such as golf courses, aquatic
facilities, stand-alone sport fields, and memorial space. These facilities
may have a supervisor and other specialized staff.

Temple has eight special use facilities totaling 234 acres, which
comprises approximately 16 percent of Temple’s total parkland. Special
use facilities are located throughout the city (see Map 3.7, Special Use
Facilities, on the next page).

Whistle Stop Playground

TEMPLE SPECIAL USE FACILITIES

Baker Baseball Field MLK Festival Grounds
Reuben D. Talasek Bend O’ The River ~ Sammons Park Links (Sammons Golf)
Marvin Fenn Recreation Area Saulsbury Community Gardens

Kenny Martin Park Whistle Stop Playground

Marvin Fenn Recreational Area

SPECIAL USE FACILITIES COMPARISON

SPECIAL USE FACILITIES
234 Acres

ALL TEMPLE PARKLAND
1,461 Acres
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SPECIAL USE FACILITIES

58.  Baker Baseball Field
59.  Downtown Linear Park

60.  Reuben D. Talasek Bend O' The River
61, Kenny Martin Park

62, Marvin Fenn Recreation Area

63.  MLK Festival Grounds

64.  Sammons Park Links (Golf Course)
65 Saulsbury Community Gardens

66 Whistle Stop Playground

67. Santa Fe Building
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HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION PARKS / PRIVATE PARKS

Homeowner Association (HOA) and private parks provide similar amenities to
neighborhood and pocket parks. These parks are located in neighborhoods
and reduce congestion at City-operated and maintained parks. These parks
are sometimes described as semi-public, in that they allow the general public
of certain geographic areas (e.g., within specific neighborhoods).

Private parks in Temple include golf courses, aquatic facilities, and trail
facilities, in addition to neighborhood parks. There are 21 HOA and private
parks in Temple containing over 400 acres of land.

HOA PARKS / PRIVATE PARK FACILITIES

Battle Drive Windmill Farms
Carriage House Trails Park The Groves at Lakewood
Carriage House Village Park Lake Pointe Terrace
D’Antoni’s Crossing Westfield
Lake Pointe Park Sage Meadows
Lakewood Park Southern Draw
Northcliff Pocket Park Von Rosenberg Private Pool
Southern Draw Park Wyndham Hill
Wildflower Country Club Prairie Ridge
Village of Sage Meadows Park Pecan Pointe

Village of Westfield Park
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FIGURE 3.2 INVENTORY OF TEMPLE PARK SYSTEM

ACTIVE FACILITIES

ADDRESS
1 | Crossroads Regional Park Prairie View Rd. 306.00 306.00 4 7 1 6 1 1
2 | Miller Springs Park’ 1919 N. 1st St. 267.62 267.62
3 | Wilson Park 2205 Curtis B. Elliot Dr. | 102.04 | 7.00 109.04 4 6 2 1
4 | Lions Park 4320 Lions Park Rd. 104.57 | 4.00 108.57 4 1 3 (108) 10 1
Total Regional Parks 780.23 | 11.00 791.23 12 | 13 2 8 1 4 10 | 2
1 | Miller Park 1919 N. 1st St. 29.98 29.98 1 1
2 | South Temple Park 5000 S. 5th St. 49.03 49.03 1 1 1
3 | Southwest Community Park S. Pea Ridge Rd. 92.93 92.93
4 West Temple Park 121 Montpark Rd. 28.03 28.03 1 1 1
Total Community Parks 169.99 0 169.99 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 2 0 1
1 Conner Park 408 Old Waco Rd. 6.38 6.38 1
2 | Draughon Park 701 South 34th St. 3.93 3.93 1
3 | Echo Village Park 5030 Stonehaven Dr. 4.39 4.39
4 | Rosenberg Park 7918 Tarver Dr. 13.23 13.23
5 | Ferguson Park 1203 East Adams Ave. 10.11 10.11 1
6 | Freedom Park 8456 Tarver Dr. 9.35 9.35 1
7 | Hodge Park 1902 South 61st St. 442 442 1
8 | Jackson Park 925 North 4th St. 6.84 6.84 1
9 | Jefferson Park 2310 Monticello Rd. 240 240 1
10 | Jaycee Park 2302 West Ave. Z 8.33 8.33 1
11 | Jeff Hamilton Park 501 South 14th St. 3.27 3.27 1 1
12 | Jones Park Robinhood Dr. 3.32 3.32 1
13 | Kiwanis Park 3102 Anacacho Dr. 273 273 1
14 | Meadow Creek Park 2018 Fawn Creek Dr. 15.10 15.10 1
15 | Oak Creek Park 2304 Forest Tr. 417 417 1
16 | Optimist Park 820 West Munroe Ave. 3.56 3.56 1 1
17 | Scott & White Park 1601 South 19th St. 12.21 12.21 1 1
18 | Silverstone Park 404 Waters Dairy 4.95 4.95 1
"Miller Springs Park is maintained by the Temple Parks and Recreation Department
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WATER RELATED FACILITIES PASSIVE FACILITIES

1 | Crossroads Regional Park 1 1

2 | Miller Springs Park’

3 | Wilson Park 1 1 3 2 3 40

4 | Lions Park 2 1 8 2 2 15 | 16 | 5 2
Total Regional Parks 3 0 0 0 0 1 8 0 6 0 0 4 18 | 56 | 8 0 0 2

1 | Miller Park 1 1 2 3 5 10 3 2

2 | South Temple Park 2 3

3 | Southwest Community Park

4 | West Temple Park 1 5 1 1
Total Community Parks 1 0 2 0 0 0 7 0 3 0 0 5 12 0 4 0 0 6

1 Conner Park 5 1 1

2 | Draughon Park 2

3 | Echo Village Park

4 | Rosenberg Park

5 | Ferguson Park 1 2 6 3 4 6 3

6 | Freedom Park 1 1

7 | Hodge Park 1 1 1 1

8 | Jackson Park 2 3 2 7 1 4

9 | Jefferson Park 3 1 1 4 1

10 | Jaycee Park 1 8 1 1 1 1 1

11 | Jeff Hamilton Park 9 1 1 1 3 1 1

12 | Jones Park 1 1 3 1 4 2

13 | Kiwanis Park 1 1 1 1

14 | Meadow Creek Park

15 | Oak Creek Park 3 1

16 | Optimist Park 3 1 4 1 1

17 | Scott & White Park 1 4

18 | Silverstone Park 1 2 4 1

"Miller Springs Park is maintained by the Temple Parks and Recreation Department outside of the city limits
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FIGURE 3.2 INVENTORY OF TEMPLE PARK SYSTEM

ACTIVE FACILITIES

ADDRESS

19 | Spanish Southwest Park 1414 Paseo Del Plata 3.28 3.28 1
20 | Valley Ranch Park 7211 Dubose Rd. 7.65 7.65 1
21 | Walker Park 2615 North 3rd St. 7.20 7.20 2 1
22 | Waterford Park 5001 Warwicke Dr. 10.63 10.63 1
23 | West Ridge Park 309 East Ridge Blvd. 19.17 19.17 1
24 | Western Hills Park 4420 Gazelle Tr. 3.59 3.59 1
25 | Woodbridge Park 3620 Whispering Oaks 4.95 4.95

Total Neighborhood Parks 175.16 0 175.16 1 0 3 1 0 2 | 22 0 0 0 0 0
1 | Alta Vista Park 2 5530 Stonehaven Dr. 0.25 0.25 1
2 | Bentwood Park 2173 Butterfly Dr. 0.78 0.78
3 | Carver Park 1412 South 4th St. 0.61 0.61
4 | Colquitt Park 3501 Hickory Rd. 0.92 0.92
5 | Doctor’s Park 250 South 34th St. 297 297
6 | Fred Springer Park 315 West Ave. B 7.96 7.96
7 | Freedom Village Park 700 Freedom Dr. 0.57 0.57
8 | Little Bluestem Park 1 Troy St. 1.13 1.13 1
9 | Nettles Park 1615 North 11th St. 1.30 1.30 1
10 | Northwest Hills Park 813 Brandywine Dr. 1.58 1.58 1
11 | Oaks at Westwood Park 8423 Skyview 0.13 0.13
12 | Temple South Rotary Park 4306 Lone Star Tr. 0.79 0.79
13 | Terrace Gardens Park 2015 Linwood Rd. 1.25 1.25
14 | Echo Village Park 5030 Stonehaven Dr. 4.39 4.39

Total Pocket Parks 21.66 297 | 2463 0 0|, 0|00 0 (12| 0| 0| 0] 0O

2Alta Vista Park is scheduled to be open in the near future
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WATER RELATED FACILITIES PASSIVE FACILITIES

19 | Spanish Southwest Park 2
20 | Valley Ranch Park 4 2
21 | Walker Park 1 1 1 2
22 | Waterford Park 1 1 1 1
23 | West Ridge Park 1 1 1
24 | Western Hills Park 3 2 1 3 1
25 | Woodbridge Park 1 5 1 3
Total Neighborhood Parks 1 0 2 0 1 0 38 0 5 14 | 28 | 18 | 61 | 11 | 20 0 0 9
1 | Alta Vista Park 2 1 1
2 | Bentwood Park 1 2
3 | Carver Park
4 | Colquitt Park 1 2
5 | Doctor’s Park
6 | Fred Springer Park 1 2 15
7 | Freedom Village Park
8 | Little Bluestem Park 2 2 1
9 | Nettles Park 1
10 | Northwest Hills Park 2 2 1
11 | Oaks at Westwood Park
12 | Temple South Rotary Park 1
13 | Terrace Gardens Park 2
Total Pocket Parks 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 1 0 2 5 5 21 0 1 0 0 0

2Alta Vista Park is scheduled to be open in the near future
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FIGURE 3.2 INVENTORY OF TEMPLE PARK SYSTEM

ACTIVE FACILITIES

ADDRESS

1 Bird Creek 4718 Arrowhead Dr. 1.24 1.24
2 | Camden 706 Camden Dr. 0.61 0.61
3 | Canyon Creek 2715 Hemlock Blvd. 26.92 26.92
4 | Hickory Heights 3601 Robinhood Dr. 142 142
5 | King Circle 401 King Cir. 0.38 0.38
6 | Prairie Park Tower Rd. 10.00 10.00
7 | Prewitt 1511 French Ave. 8.21 8.21
8 | Ramblewood 3203 Aspen Tr. 9.90 9.90
9 | Southern Oaks 3510 Melrose Ln. 2.58 2.58
10 | Tanglewood Tenglewood Rd. 220 220
11 | Trailwood 3911 Valley View 2.80 2.80

Total Open Spaces 10.00 | 51.43 | 12.03 | 66.26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 Baker Baseball Field 420 East Barton Ave. 5.58 5.58 1 1
2 Reuben D. Talasek Bend O’ The River South General Bruce Dr. 28.60 | 58.76 87.36
3 | Kenny Martin Park Hwy 317 10.00 10.00
4 | Marvin Fenn Recreation Area | 702 South 57th St. 3.00 3.00 1 1
5 | MLK Festival Grounds 301 S 4th St. 11.87 11.87
6 | Sammons Park Links (Golf Course) 2727 West Adams Ave. 112.57 112.57 2
7 | Saulsbury Community Gardens | 2130 Saulsbury Dr. 2.66 2.66
8 | Whistle Stop Playground 22 South 11th St. 0.75 0.75 1

Total Special Use Facilities 165.03 | 68.76 0 233.79 | 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0

2Alta Vista Park is scheduled to be open in the near future
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ADDRESS

WATER RELATED FACILITIES

PASSIVE FACILITIES

1 Bird Creek 4718 Arrowhead Dr.
2 | Camden 706 Camden Dr.
3 | Canyon Creek 2715 Hemlock Blvd.
4 | Hickory Heights 3601 Robinhood Dr.
5 | King Circle 401 King Cir.
6 | Prairie Park Tower Rd.
7 Prewitt 1511 French Ave.
8 | Ramblewood 3203 Aspen Tr.
9 | Southern Oaks 3510 Melrose Ln.
10 | Tanglewood Tenglewood Rd.
11 | Trailwood 3911 Valley View
Total Open Spaces 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 | Baker Baseball Field 420 East Barton Ave. 2 1
2 Reuben D. Talasek Bend O’ The River South General Bruce Dr. 10 2 1 1
3 | Marvin Fenn Recreation Area | 702 South 57th St. 1 2 1 1 1
4 | MLK Festival Grounds 301 S 4th St.
5 | Sammons Park Links (Golf Course) | 2727 West Adams Ave. 1 1
6 | Saulsbury Community Gardens | 2130 Saulsbury Dr.
7 | Whistle Stop Playground 22 South 11th St. 1 6 2 1
Total Special Use Facilities 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 16 5 3 4 2 0

2Alta Vista Park is scheduled to be open in the near future
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FIGURE 3.2 INVENTORY OF TEMPLE PARK SYSTEM

ACTIVE FACILITIES

Indoor Facilities

52 miEyId88 PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN
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ADDRESS

1 | Blackmon Community Center | 1807 Curtis B. Elliott Dr. 5,000
2 | Clarence Martin Recreation Center | 102 West EIm Ave. 22,000 1
3 | Gober Party House 1516 West Ave. H 5,500
4 | Mayborn Civic & Convention Center | 3303 North 3rd St. 40,440
5 | Sammons Recreation Center | 2220 West Ave. D 17,000 2
6 | SantaFeDepotMuseum/Visitors Center| 315 West Ave. B 29,300
7 | Summit Fitness Center 620 Fryers Creek Rd. 21,661 8 1
8 | Wilson Park Recreation Center | 2205 Curtis B. Elliott Dr. | 20,000 1 2 1 1

Total Recreation Centers / 160,901 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
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FIGURE 3.2 INVENTORY OF TEMPLE PARK SYSTEM

WATER RELATED FACILITIES PASSIVE FACILITIES

ADDRESS
1 | Blackmon Community Center 1807 Curtis B. Elliott Dr. 5,000 1
2 | Clarence Martin Recreation Center | 102 West EIm Ave. 22,000 1
3 | Gober Party House 1516 West Ave. H 5,500 1 1 1 1
4 | Mayborn Civic & Convention Center 3303 North 3rd St. 40,440 4 1
5 | Sammons Recreation Center 2220 West Ave. D 17,000 1 1
6 | SantaFe DepotMuseum/Visitors Center | 315 West Ave. B 29,300 1
7 | Summit Fitness Center 620 Fryers Creek Rd. 21,661 1 2 1 2 1
8 | Wilson Park Recreation Center | 2205 Curtis B. Elliott Dr. 20,000 1 2 1 2
Total Recreation Centers / 160,901 | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 2 0 0
Indoor Facilities

FIGURE 3.3 INVENTORY OF TEMPLE TRAIL SYSTEM

IN-PARK TRAIL ADDRESS MILES COMMUNITY PARK ADDRESS MILES
1 | Conner Park 408 Old Waco 0.33 1 | FM 2305 Hike & Bike Trail W. Hwy 2305 5.00
2 | Jackson Park 925 N. 4th St. 0.50 2 | Echo Village Trail 5030 Stone Haven 0.50
3 | Jaycee Park 2302 W. Ave. Z 043 3 | Friar's Creek Hike & Bike Trail 5000 S. 5th St. 10.90
4 | Jefferson Park 2310 Monticello Rd. 0.25 4 | Pepper Creek Trail Adams Ave. 1.20
5 | Jones Park 1102 W. Ave. F 0.33 Total Miles of 17.60
6 | Lions Park 4320 Lions Park Rd. 2.00 Community Trails
7 | Miller Park 1919 N. 1st St. 0.75
8 | Oak Creek Park 2304 Forest Tr. 0.25
9 | Optimist Park 820 W. Munroe Ave. 0.25
10 | Silverstone Park 404 Waters Dairy Rd. 0.50
11 | South Temple Park 5000 S. 5th St. 0.75
12 | Terrace Gardens Park 2015 Linwood Rd. 0.25
13 | Valley Ranch Park 7211 Dubose Rd. 0.37
14 | West Temple Park 121 S. Montpark Rd. 1.00
15 | Western Hills Park 4420 Gazelle Tr. 0.25
16 | Wilson Park 2205 Curtis B. Elliot Dr. 1.75
17 | Woodbridge Park 3620 Whispering Oaks 0.50
18 | Crossroads Trail Prairie View Road 1.40
Total Miles of Trails 11.86

within Parks
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4.1 INTRODUCTION TO NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The residents of Temple have established that parks, recreational facilities,
and trails are important to their community. Their appreciation for the parks
system is shown through consistent use and support of the Temple Parks
and Recreation Department.

City residents also understand that continued city growth means more
people and increased demand for new services. Population growth places
a burden on existing parks, recreational facilities, recreational programs,
and trail systems. How residents participate in recreational activities is also
changing as user preferences evolve and new amenities are introduced.

This chapter provides the current state of parks, recreational opportunities,
and trails and presents the potential needs of the parks and trails system
today and projected to 2038. The understanding of existing deficiencies is
important to develop actions to mitigate potential problems.
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This chapter also provides an analytical means of assessing facilities
and actions that are needed and desired by the residents of Temple. The
results of this assessment - the recommendations and actions to address
these needs - are created and prioritized with these needs being both
quantitative and qualitative.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Inputs and techniques used in evaluating Temple’s current and future
park system needs vary greatly. Three methodologies are included

in this assessment: 1) Standard-Based, 2) Demand-Based, and 3)
Resource-Based. The following techniques used for this plan are general
methodologies accepted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for
local park master plans. These techniques are:

STANDARD-BASED ASSESSMENT: This technique identifies level
of service ratios of facilities and amenities to population so as to project
where the city is today and where it might be in the future as the
population grows.
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DEMAND-BASED ASSESSMENT: This technique uses actual and/or
anticipated usage growth data and citizen input on the types of activities
they would like to engage in, to determine which facilities and programs are
most in demand.

RESOURCED-BASED ASSESSMENT: This technique recognizes that
Temple has unique physical features and explores how to convert these
into recreation or open space assets that help to meet the demand for
recreation within Temple.

Each of these three assessments are important in their own regard,
however, each individually does not represent the entire picture. The
assessment and recommendations resulting from these analyses uses
the results to determine what types of recreation facilities and parks are
needed in Temple. These needs are ultimately vetted by residents of
Temple and, through consensus, determined to best represent the key
park, recreational facilities, and trail needs of the city.
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4.2 STANDARD-BASED ASSESSMENT

The Standard-Based Assessment uses identified national guidelines
and standards as a starting point for park planning. However, cities
have their own geography, demographics, and socio-economic
composition. These unique properties do not allow an application of
arbitrary national standards which do not meet the needs of a particular
community. Accordingly, national “one size fits all” standards are no
longer used for the projection of facility needs as standards are fine-
tuned to meet local conditions.

This parks and trails plan utilizes the current level of service in Temple
and determines if that level of service is adequate or if it needs to be
increased or decreased. Public input is used to determine how to adjust
the current level of service in conjunction with the growth rate, and area
currently served versus areas which are under-served. The needs and
desires of the municipality are used to shape proposed guidelines to
meet the expectations of the residents of Temple in a realistic manner.

THE THREE TYPES OF LEVEL OF SERVICE DETERMINATION

Defines the quantity context of parkland needs, and is expressed as
a ratio of acreage to population. This also defines the distribution of
parks throughout Temple.

SPATIAL

Geographically determines how easy it is for Temple residents to
access parkland, and determine where parkland is needed to meet
the city’s target level.

ACCESS TO

PARKLAND

Defines the number of facilities recommended serving each particular
recreation need. Facility standards are usually expressed as a ratio of
units of one particular facility per population size.

FACILITY
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Percent of residential areas within the city limits that are currently
within 1/2 mile of a park.

Percent of residential areas within the city limits that are currently

within 1/4 mile of a park.

The spatial level of service for parks and recreational facilities ensures
sufficient area is allotted for all outdoor recreational needs of the city.

This allows the city to plan for the location of parkland prior to land being
developed thus restricting an area from future park or recreational facility
development. In order to determine an appropriate level of service, a “tar-
get” level is provided by this plan. Spatial standards are provided as a ratio
of parkland to the number residents of Temple.

The development and application of a target level of service for acreage
results in an acreage standard for different types of parks. Primary park
types include Neighborhood Parks and Community Parks as these parks

are located close to residences and provide the “walk to the park and play”
concept for an area. Existing and future populations will require additional
acreage to serve the added growth and provide for the creation of additional
neighborhood and community parks spaced throughout Temple. The ultimate
goal is to provide parks within a 5-10 minute walk of each resident in Temple.
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LEVEL OF SERVICE

The Level of Service (LOS) assessment uses target levels of service
established by a jurisdiction (for this plan, the City of Temple) to
determine the quantity of park facilities required to meet the city’s needs.
These target levels of service usually are expressed as a quantity of park
facilities needed to adequately serve a given ratio of residents. Level of
Service is frequently described as a quantity of parkland or facilities per
1,000 residents.

These targets are established to provide the level of service that the
particular jurisdiction believes is the most responsive to the amount
of use and interest of its residents. This plan establishes individual
city specific levels of service for Temple, and does not rely on national
standard which may not apply to Temple.
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REGIONAL PARKS

The City of Temple provides regional parks capable of accommodating a
variety of event types including festivals, concerts, and organized athletic
tournaments. The recommended level of service for a regional park ranges
from five to ten acres per every 1,000 city residents. There are a total of
four regional parks within the City of Temple which contains approximately
791.23 acres and provides a level of service of 10.38 acres per 1,000
residents of the City of Temple.

The 2019 Temple Parks and Trails Master Plan represents the first time
regional parks are delineated in the Temple parks classification system.
Crossroads Regional Park is currently being completed as a regional park.
Lions Park and Wilson Park are reclassified as regional parks due to their
size, location, available pedestrian and motor vehicle access, amenities,
and facilities.

The reclassification of Lions Park and Wilson Park from community parks
to regional parks reclassifies 485 acres of parkland. It is important to note,
the reclassification of parkland does not reduce the level of service for the
overall Temple park system.

FIGURE 4.1 TEMPLE PARKS LEVEL OF SERVICES FOR REGIONAL PARKS 2018 - 2038

LEVEL OF SERVICE

The City of Temple continues to grow in both population and area. The
population of Temple is projected to be 102,028 in 2030 and 112,056 in
2038. Figure 4.1 illustrates the level of services for the current population
and projected populations for 2030 and 2038.

The recommended target level of service goal for regional parks is five to ten
acres per 1,000 residents. Temple currently exceeds this level of service at
both recommended levels at 10.38 acres per 1,000 residents. The city will
continue to have a surplus of acreage at the five acres per 1,000 level at the
project population levels in 2030 and 2038. Temple will begin to see a deficit
of regional park land at the 10 acres per 1,000 residents level by 2030 based
on existing acreage. The city will have a deficit of 229 acres by 2030 and
330 acres by 2038 based on existing acreage.

ACCESSIBILITY

In addition to just having sufficient acreage of a park type, it is also important
to ensure good distribution across the city. In this regard, both the total acre-
age and location are important to creating a quality parks system. In general,
regional parks have an approximate three-mile service area. In Temple,
there are four regional parks equitably distributed across the city (see Figure
4.1, Temple Regional Park Accessibility, on the next page).

POPULATION / POPULATION # OF PARKS EXISTING LEVEL OF SERVICE / PROJECTED RECOMMENDED RECOMMENDED SURPLUS OR
PROJECTION ACREAGE LEVEL OF SERVICE LEVEL OF SERVICE ACREAGE RANGE DEFICIT
acres per ~ acres per B acres per B

2018 76,256 10.38 1,000 residents 5-10 1,000 residents 381-762 1,000 residents #410-29 acres

2030 102,028 4 791.23 7.76 acres per 5-10 acres per 510 - 1020 acres per 281 - 229 acres
1,000 residents 1,000 residents 1,000 residents

2038 112,056 7.06 acres per 5-10 acres per 560 - 1121 acres per 231 -330 acres
1,000 residents 1,000 residents 1,000 residents
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COMMUNITY PARKS

Community parks are large parks with multiple amenities and are generally
large enough to host community events, athletic events, tournaments, and
other large scale activities. There are four community parks within Temple
containing approximately 170 acres of parkland. The recommended levels
of service for community parks range from five to eight acres per every
1,000 residents. The current level of service for community parks is 2.23
per 1,000 residents.

Wilson Park and Lions Park were both listed in the prior plan as
community parks. These parks were reclassified in this plan as regional
parks removing 206 acres of parkland from this category. Additions to
the community park classification include South West Community Park
and West Temple Park which combined adds approximately 121 acres to
community parks.

Although the amount of parkland classified as community parks has been
reduced, it is important to note that the overall amount of parkland in
Temple has increased with the addition of four regional parks.

LEVEL OF SERVICE

Figure 4.2 illustrates the level of services for the current population and 2030
and 2038 projected populations. The recommended target level of service
goal for community parks is five to eight acres per 1,000 residents. Temple
currently has a deficit of 41 acres at the five acres per 1,000 residents level
and deficit of 270 acres at the eight acres per 1,000 residents level.

The deficit of community parkland will continue as the city is expected to
grow in population. Based on population projections, the level of service for
community parks will lower to 1.67 acres per 1,000 residents with a deficit
range of 170 to 476 acres by 2030. By 2038, the level of service will lower to
1.52 acres per 1,000 residents with a deficit of parkland range of 390 - 726
acres, unless new community parkland is added.

ACCESSIBILITY

In general, community parks have a service area of one- to two-miles, or

a reasonable one-mile walking distance and a two-mile biking distance. In
Temple, there are four community parks equitably distributed across the city
within a comfortable biking distance (see Figure 4.2, Temple Community Park
Accessibility, on the next page). As the City continues to grow, additional
community-scale parkland will be needed in new growth areas and may be
needed, as opportunities arise, to fill in deficiencies in existing areas.

FIGURE 4.2 TEMPLE PARKS LEVEL OF SERVICES FOR COMMUNITY PARKS 2018 - 2038

POPULATION / POPULATION # OF PARKS EXISTING LEVEL OF SERVICE / PROJECTED RECOMMENDED RECOMMENDED SURPLUS OR
PROJECTION ACREAGE LEVEL OF SERVICE LEVEL OF SERVICE ACREAGE RANGE DEFICIT
acres per B acres per B acres per B

2018 76,256 223 1,000 residents 5-8 1,000 residents 211-440 1,000 residents 41-270 acres

2030 102,028 4 170 1.67 acres per 5-8 acres per 340 - 646 acres per 170 - 476 acres
1,000 residents 1,000 residents 1,000 residents

2038 112,056 1.52 acres per 5-8 acres per 560 - 896 acres per 390 - 726 acres
1,000 residents 1,000 residents 1,000 residents
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

Neighborhood parks provide smaller spaces and limited amenities for
neighborhoods There are 25 neighborhood parks located in Temple which
contains approximately 175 acres of parkland. The recommended levels
of service (LOS) for neighborhood parks range from one to two acres of
parkland per every 1,000 resident. Temple currently has a neighborhood
LOS of 2.3 acres per 1,000 residents.

LEVEL OF SERVICE

Figure 4.3 illustrates the current LOS for both the current population and the
projected 2030 and 2038 populations. Based on the target levels of service,
the City of Temple currently has a surplus of 99 acres at one acre per 1,000
residents and 22 acres at two acres per 1,000 residents.

The projected population of Temple in 2030 will decrease the level of service
to 1.72 acres per 1,000 residents based on the existing acreage; however, at

one acre per 1,000 residents, there remains a surplus of parkland of 73 acres.

The projected population in 2038 will decrease the level of service even further
to 1.56 acre per 1,000 residents although a surplus of 63 acres will still remain.

The level of service changes dramatically at the two acres per 1,000 residents
level as a deficit occurs based on the 2030 population of 29 acres. This deficit
increases to 49 acres based on the 2038 population.

ACCESSIBILITY

In general, neighborhood parks have a service area of one-quarter-mile (ideal)
or one-half-mile (standard) and are commonly meant to be accessed on foot.
In Temple, there are 25 neighborhood parks. In addition, larger regional or
community parks may also serve the immediate needs of abutting residents.
As such, the four community parks and two regional parks (i.e., Wilson and
Lions Park) are also included in delineation of neighborhood park service
areas (see Figure 4.3, Temple Neighborhood Park Accessibility, on the next
page). As the City continues to grow, additional neighborhood-scale parkland is

needed in both existing and new growth areas.

FIGURE 4.3 TEMPLE PARKS LEVEL OF SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 2018 - 2038

POPULATION / POPULATION  ,, oo b4 owes EXISTING LEVEL OF SERVICE / PROJECTED
PROJECTION ACREAGE LEVEL OF SERVICE
acres per _
2018 76,256 2.30 1,000 residents 1-2
2030 102,028 25 175 1.72 acres per 1-2
1,000 residents
2038 112,056 1.56 acres per 1-2
1,000 residents
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RECOMMENDED
LEVEL OF SERVICE

acres per
1,000 residents

acres per
1,000 residents

acres per
1,000 residents

RECOMMENDED
ACREAGE RANGE

76 -152

102 - 204

12-224

acres per
1,000 residents

acres per
1,000 residents

acres per
1,000 residents

SURPLUS OR
DEFICIT

99 - 22 acres

73 -29 acres

63 - 49 acres
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4.3 FACILITY ASSESSMENT LEVEL OF SERVICE

Standards for facilities and target levels of service define the number of facilities recommended to serve each type of recreational activity found within the
Temple parks system. Facilities are usually expressed as usage capacity served by a recreational unit and the level of access to each type of facility available.
The target level of service for facilities shown over the following pages are based on comparisons of standards set forth from the 2014 Temple Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan, and the current number of facilities in Temple.

FIGURE 4.4 TEMPLE EXISTING AND PROJECTED RECREATIONAL FACILITY NEEDS

FACILITY CURRENT TARGET LEVEL CURRENT NEED PROJECTED NEED BY 2038
NUMBER OF SERVICE NUMBER SURPLUS / DEFICIT NUMBER SURPLUS / DEFICIT
Baseball Fields 13 1 per 8,000 10 3 14 -1
Softball Fields 12 1 per 8,000 10 2 14 -2
Basketball Courts 22 1 per 4,000 19 3 28 -7
Soccer Fields 14 1 per 8,000 10 4 14 0
Football Fields 1 1 per 10,000 8 -7 1 -10
Backstops 4 1 per 5,000 15 -11 22 -19
Multi-purpose Practice Fields 8 1 per 5,000 15 -7 22 -15
Tennis Courts 19 1 per 10,000 15 4 22 -1
Sand Volleyball Courts 3 1 per 10,000 8 -5 11 -8
Playground Units 44 1 per 1,500 51 -7 75 -34
Splash Pads 5 1 per 20,000 4 1 6 -1
Pavilions 37 1 per 2,000 38 -1 56 -22
Swimming Pools 3 1 per 15,000 5 -2 7 -3
Dog Parks 1 1 per 20,000 4 -3 6 -5
Skate Park 0 1-2 per city 1 -1 1 -1
Disc Golf 3 1-2 per city 2 1 2 1
E_fg:;’?é’gt(i;ﬁls’ Benches, efc.) Varies Varies As Needed As Needed As Needed As Needed
Support Facilities Varies Varies As Needed As Needed As Needed As Needed
(Restrooms, Sidewalks, Paring)
65 PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN 28 Appendix | - Part 3 0f 3

Parks and Recreation Assets






4.4 DEMAND-BASED ASSESSMENT

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSES

The Parks and Trails Master Plan process included three open house
events at multiple locations throughout Temple. The open houses were
attended by a total of 140 members of the public. The open houses
began at 5:30 pm and lasted for two hours. The open houses were held
at the following locations:

. May 23, 2019 at the Sammons Community Center, 2220 West Ave. D
. May 30, 2019 at the Wilson Community Center, 2205 Curtis B. Elliot
. June 4, 2019 at the Gober Party House, 1516 West Ave H

FIGURE 4.5 DESCRIBE TEMPLE IN ONE WORD

Figure 4.5 Open house attendees were asked to describe the City of Temple in one
word. The results are displayed in the word cloud below. The size of the word is based
on the number of times the word was presented as an answer.
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The locations allowed residents from different areas of Temple to participate.

The first meeting was a joint kick-off meeting which gave the public the
opportunity to provide input on the Temple Parks and Trails Master Plan
and the Temple Comprehensive Plan. Although the two subsequent
meetings provided a focus on either the Temple Comprehensive Plan or
the Parks and Trails Master Plan, the public had the opportunity to provide
input on the Parks and Trails Master Plan at all meetings.

FIGURE 4.6 WHAT TYPES OF PARKS ARE MOST NEEDED?

Figure 4.6 What Types of Parks are Most Needed: provides the complied results of voting
from all public input from the open house events. Linear Parks / Greenway Parks was ranked
highest at 19.1% and Mini / Pocket Park ranked the lowest at 6.6%.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR MOST-NEEDED TYPES
OF PARKS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR MOST-NEEDED

TYPES OF PARKS IN TEMPLE HORRESEORSES

# OF RESPONSES

Linear Parks / Greenways 55 19.1%
Neighborhood Parks 46 16.0%
Community Parks 44 15.3%
Social Spaces 38 13.2%
Indoor Facilities 32 11.1%
Regional Parks 27 9.4%
Special Use Parks 27 9.4%
Mini/Pocket Parks 19 6.6%

TOTAL # OF RESPONSES 288
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ONLINE SURVEY

An online survey was conducted as part of the Temple Parks and Trails
Master Plan process. The online survey was opened to the public in March
2019 and closed in June 2019. The survey was taken by 314 respondents.
A shorter event survey was created to provided event attendees an
opportunity to provide limited input during outdoor festivals; these online
event surveys received 420 respondents.

The focus of these online surveys was to gauge residents’ perceptions of
the Temple park system and evaluate public demand for different amenities
and recreational facilities offered.

Figure 4.7 Indicate How Important the Following Actions Are To You. Survey respondents
ranked plan actions by level of importance. The two most important actions the public
supports are “Work to preserve environmentally sensitive areas such as natural creek
corridors” and “More fully develop the parkland and open space that the City already owns

»

FIGURE 4.7 INDICATE HOW IMPORTANT THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS ARE TO YOU

Work to preserve environmentally sensitive areas such as natural creek corridors
More fully develop the parkland and open space taht the City already owns
Develop major trails for transportation and recreation in each sector of the City
Develop signature park facilities such as a botanical garden, festival grounds, or downtown park
Improve park security

Renovate existing neighborhood parks, playgrounds, shelters, parking, etc.

Partner with the school district to provide mutually beneficial facilities and programs
Improve and enhance maintenance of park facilities

Acquire and develop additional parkland

Provide parks and amenities that can be used by people with disabilities

Renovate the existing public pools

Develop additional water recreation (splash pads, swimming pools, etc.)

Have larger parks with more amenities within driving distance of residences
Develop an indoor aquatics center (slides, lazy river, etc.)

Renovate existing athletic facilities (soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.)
Develop a large indoor, multi-use sports facility

Work to increase the diversity of recreational amenities in parks

Work to increase the diversity of recreational programming/events in parks

Have a smaller parks with fewer amenities within walking distance of residences
Expand youth recreation programs

Increase number of athletic facilities in parks (soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.)

Expand adult athletic leagues

. Very Important . Important Undecided . Not Important
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FIGURE 4.8 BARRIERS FROM PARK USAGE

34%
27%
26% T
%
© 23%
o,
16% 15%

Other There is not Lack of Lack of time The parks No parks Recreation
(Please enough active  maintenance orinterest  and recreation are located programs
specify) transportation / upkeep in facilities don’t near me offered by
connectivity (e.g., City owned, meet my needs the City do

trails, sidewalks, operated, and not meet

bike facilities maintained my needs

parks or city

administered
recreation
programs

Figure 4.8, Barriers from Park Usage, identifies what survey respondents answered when asked “What is keeping you from using the
Parks and Recreation facilities in Temple more?”. Besides “other” the top response was “There is not enough active transportation
connectivity (e.qg., trails, sidewalks, bike facilities”(27%) indicating a demand for more interconnectivity within the parks system. The
third most received answer was “Lack of maintenance/upkeep in City owned, operated, and maintained parks or city administered
recreation programs”(26%). This result may indicate a desire by the public for more programmed space within parks. Programmed
space within parks may require more maintenance due to the level of usage and type of program.
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EVENT SURVEY

FIGURE 4.9 WHAT WOULD INTEREST YOU THE MOST FOR THE FUTURE OF TEMPLE PARKS

38%
23%
19%
16%
4%
More recreational Improve More citywide New parks Other

opportunities  existing parks trails (Please

specify)

Figure 4.9, What Would Interest You the Most for the Future of Temple Parks, displays the top
answer as “More recreational opportunities” (38%) followed by “Improve existing parks” (23%).
The least common answer given besides “other” was “New parks” (16%). It may be the public’s

opinion that there is a demand for expanding recreational opportunities both in size and in
diversity of park offerings as well as to make improvements to existing parks.
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4.4 RESOURCE-BASED ASSESSMENT

The resource-based assessment addresses key physical features

of the City of Temple which can be incorporated as potential

recreational opportunities. Physical features can include rivers and

creek corridors including the Leon River, areas near water-bodies FIGURE 4.10 WATERBODIES AND HYDROLOGICAL STREAMS IN TEMPLE
including Belton Lake, utility right-of-ways, and railroad right-of-ways

which all have potential for recreational uses.

WATER RESOURCES

The development of a new recreational area can address
deficiencies in park coverage and provide new recreational activities
based on the unique characteristics of the resource (e.g.,. kayaking
on Lake Belton, a new running trail in a utility easement, etc.). The
development of these resources as recreational areas should occur
as a coordinated effort to provide an efficient system with a variety
of options for Temple residents.

The City of Temple is served by 161 miles hydrological streams
and 3,132 acres of water bodies (see Figure 4.10 Waterbodies and
Hydrological Streams in Temple). Major water bodies and major
hydrological streams include:

* Belton Lake (within the Temple City limits)
* Leon River

« Little EIm Creek

*  Pepper Creek

*  Williamson Brook Creek
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FLOODPLAINS

Theses water bodies and hydrological streams are surrounded by
approximately 6,772 acres of floodplains. These areas are also
adjacent to water bodies and hydrological streams that experience
flooding. (see Figure 4.11, Floodplains in Temple, on the next page)

WETLANDS

Wetlands can be defined as land saturated, either permanently or
seasonally, that creates an ecosystem that contains characteristic
vegetation which has adapted to the unique soil conditions.

Wetlands serve as a unique habitat for fish and wildlife, breeding
ground, and home for unique plant and animal species which have
adapted to these special conditions. There are approximately 633
acres of wetlands (see Figure 4.12, Wetlands in Temple). The
following are the designated wetland types found in Temple:

*  Freshwater Emergent

»  Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetlands
*  Freshwater Pond

* Riverine

Areas surrounding water-bodies, hydrological streams and wetlands
should be preserved. Recreational areas and natural trails can offer
a opportunity to both preserve these areas and provide unique

recreational opportunities including linear parks, lake front recreation,

and nature ftrails.

FIGURE 4.11 FLOODPLAINS IN TEMPLE

FIGURE 4.12 WETLANDS IN TEMPLE
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HISTORICAL SITES

The City of Temple has a total of five sites listed on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). These sites include:

*  The Barclay-Bryan House: Placed on the NRHP in 1984 for the
significance of its Colonial Revival style.

* The Ferguson House: Placed on the NRHP in 1978 for the significance
of its Queen Anne architectural style.

* The Kyle Hotel: Placed on the NRHP in 1993 for the role it served in
providing health and medicine to the area.

*  The Ralph Sr. and Sunny Wilson House: Placed on the NRHP for
Modern architectural style.

* The Temple Historic District: Area placed on the NRHP for containing
multiple examples of Modern Movement architectural styles.
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The historical significance of these sites within the City of Temple can
provide an excellent connection for trail linkages to parks or recreational
facilities and serve as tourist attractions or points of interest within the city.

S — ,I:J.';_‘q 7

The Barclay-Bryan House
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The Ferguson House The Kyle Hotel Ralph Wilson & Snny House
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5.1 FROM VISION TO ACTION

This chapter contains the visions, goals and objectives that provide

a framework to address future needs for Temple’s parks and trails
system. The vision statement, goals and objectives established in this
chapter, frame the specific parks and trails action recommendations
provided in Chapter 6, Parks Recommendations, and Chapter 7, Trail
Recommendations.

Participants in the public input process were able to share their personal
opinions on what makes Temple a great place to live and work, with
many pointing to the parks system as a strong community asset. Key
terms and issues were put forth in various forums and conversations,
including “conservation,” “health,” “inclusivity,” and “sustainability”. The
vision statement process integrated these themes into a collaboratively-
developed, intentional expression.
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The community-driven vision statement (see Section 5.3, Vision
Statement) forms the basis of the goals, objectives, and subsequent
action recommendations that will guide Temple towards achieving its
desired outcomes.

The following page (Section 5.3, Public Engagement Key Issues)
includes a presentation of primary issues raised during discussions
with the community. The input provided by the participants in that
process provided direction for primary goals and objectives of

the plan. These goals and objectives (see Figure 5.2, Goals and
Objectives) represent the values and desires expressed by Temple
residents to achieve and sustain a high-quality, recognized parks and
trails system.
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5.2 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT RESULTS

Members of the Temple community participated in multiple public
engagement events during this planning process to provide their input
on Temple’s parks and recreational facilities. (see Appendix A: Public

Engagement). The direction received from the public regarding their FIGURE 5.1: DESCRIBE TEMPLE PARKS IN ONE WORD

desired park and trails amenities helped form the goals, objectives, and festi
pocket estivals
actions represented in this master plan. hllung recreation pastures
accessable 5.&0 Egiun
The following represents a synthesis of key priorities and preferences of greensp humetggrgn

Temple residents: f'—;f;'ndwskate ath5mp p ar;’irbltion
downtown.sich cople::

» Trail connectivity to parks and other destinations; optimisi mS’:,r als E |trEE,C0m m U I"l lty
»  Continued funding for the Parks and Recreation Department to provide a superior level of life € attractions EI Ct IVlt IES
. . e COWS planteverything
maintenance and quality facilities; focus

school
Preservation of trees and tree cover; fields
) . . folks

* Adesire to fully develop the park land and open space the City already owns;
More active transportation connectivity (trails, sidewalks, bike facilities), including
connections to parks, schools, commercial areas, neighborhoods, and civic facilities; and

* Adesire to develop dedicated park land while preserving open space.

These key themes were tested over repeat engagement opportunities
and discussions with the Parks Advisory Committee over a six-month
period. The results generated the Vision Statement on the following page,
and the goals and objectives found in this chapter. Support for Temple’s
parks is expressed in the following word cloud in Figure 5.1. The words
that form the cloud are those most expressed by Temple residents who
attended focus group discussions as part of the planning process.

Community support, in the development of this plan is at the root of
successful efforts to improve and expand the parks and trail system.
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5.3 VISION STATEMENT

This vision statement is intended to embody the community’s aspiration for the future of Temple’s parks,
recreation, trails, and open space system. The vision sets the foundation for the goals, objectives and
actions described in this plan, and throughout plan implementation. Based on expressed community
preferences, the Temple Parks and Trails Master Plan Vision Statement is as follows:

“THE TEMPLE PARKS AND TRAIL SYSTEM EMPHASIZES
RECREATION, SUSTAINABILITY, CONSERVATION,
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING AND PROVIDES INCLUSIVE
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL.”
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SECTION 5.4 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

COMMUNITY VISION WHAT IS OUR VISION?

WHAT DO WE WANT

GOALS TO ACHIEVE?

WHAT ARE WE

OBJECTIVES GOING TO DO?
ACTIONS HOW ARE WE GOING

TO DO IT?

The above graphic outlines steps from vision to action and helps
determine how Temple Parks and Recreation will achieve it's desired
goals. The goals and objectives show the needs and priorities of the
community and help determine broad based action statements. These
goals provide the common direction that a diverse citenzenry can
maintain throughout the next ten years of implementation, even as
actions are prioritized or adjusted as necessary.

The six goals of this plan, found on the following pages, are focused

on 1) promoting health and wellness, 2) ensuring adequate funding,

3) planning for quality maintenance, 4) connectivity and trails system,

5) equitable access to parks for all, and 6) a conservation-oriented
approach. The corresponding objectives to each goal are strategies used
to attain the outcomes envisioned by the goals. These are not policies

or actions by themselves, but rather means for achieving the ends. The
action plan in Chapters 6 and 7 provide the detailed steps needed to
implement and validate the goals and objectives.

S SRS

B i R e
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FIGURE 5.2 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

GOAL 1: HEALTH AND WELLNESS

PROMOTE THE HEALTH AND WELLNESS OF THE COMMUNITY BY PROVIDING RECREATIONAL
ACTIVITIES INA GROWING PARK SYSTEM.

OBJECTIVES

1 Plan for future growth by examining new park land acquisition and extension of the trail network to promote the general health and wellness
of the community.

2 Ensure the number of outdoor playing fields and active recreational areas meet the demand of future population growth.

3 Add additional unique or creative recreational elements along trails and within parks that help promote a variety of active play opportunities.

GOAL 2: FUNDING

ALLOCATE ADEQUATE FUNDING TO IMPROVE, ENHANCE AND MAINTAIN HIGH QUALITY
AMENITIES IN NEIGHBORHOOD, COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL PARKS.

OBJECTIVES

1 Use the Parks and Trails Master Plan to help determine the priorities for the next community bond package.

2 Prepare for staffing and maintenance needs to ensure necessary funding for construction and ongoing operations and maintenance for
existing and proposed parks.

3 Foster partnerships with community organizations and entities to improve access to recreation facilities and pursue cost-sharing opportunities.

95 CHAPTER 5 - VISION, GOALS AND OBJEQB’&X,{%& TEMPLE 81
Parks and Recreation Assets



FIGURE 5.2 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES, CONT.

GOAL 3: DURABILITY AND MAINTENANCE

MAINTAIN PARKS, RECREATION AND TRAIL FACILITIES AND AMENITIES THROUGH ADHERENCE TO
STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES TO ENSURE EASE OF USE, SAFETY, EFFICIENCY, AND DURABILITY.

OBJECTIVES

1 Pursue a formal Parks and Recreation Department strategic plan for operations and staffing, including the parks standards of operation guide.
2 Ensure safety and education in the parks system through lighting, signage, facility upkeep, and continued evaluation of safety officers or rangers.
3 Utilize a consistent, standard design theme for signage within parks and along trails.

GOAL 4: CONNECTIVITY

PROMOTE COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY BY LINKING PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS TO PARKS AND
OTHER KEY DESTINATIONS.

OBJECTIVES

1 Continue to expand and improve the trail system to provide new access to destinations, including places beyond Temple.

2 Ensure primary citywide trails are adequately sized to account for various ages and activity levels for patrons, particularly amongst cyclists.

3 Create linear parks throughout the community that include amenities (e.g., fitness stations, pet walking areas, picnic areas, etc.) to improve
the user experience and usability of trails.
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FIGURE 5.2 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES, CONT.

GOAL 5: ACCESS AND EQUITABILITY

ENSURE THAT TEMPLE CITIZENS OF ALL AGES AND ABILITIES HAVE CONVENIENT ACCESS AND
EQUITABLE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE PARKS AND TRAILS SYSTEM.

OBJECTIVES

1 Provide active recreational programming for seniors, adults, and teens.

2 Determine park improvements based on the demand and level of service assessments established in this master plan, to best ensure park
and amenity representation throughout Temple.

3 Plan for growth through periodic reviews of the park land dedication ordinance to ensure adequate parks, trails, and amenities are
commensurate with new growth in the community.

GOAL 6: CONSERVATION AND NATURE

ADVANCE TEMPLE’S COMMITMENT TO A HEALTHY AND SUSTAINABLE PARK SYSTEM THROUGH
CONSERVATION-FOCUSED DESIGN METHODS AND NATURE-BASED EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

OBJECTIVES

1 Continuously explore ways to provide passive and moderately active nature-based play in new and existing parks.
2 Incorporate sustainable maintenance and development practices into new parks and to existing parks, as they are updated.
3 Implement greater water quality management planning through preservation and conservation practices.
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6.1 INTRODUCTION

Recommendations formed from the planning process are critical
components of this Parks and Trails Master Plan. The planning process
provided an understanding of desires and needs for recreational facilities
and parks throughout Temple. Community participants indicated how they
would like to see Temple’s parks and trail system grow and noted which
actions they would support.

This chapter uses the results of analyses, a proactive vision statement,
a series of goals and associated objectives to produce a series of
recommended actions grouped in categorized topics. These categorized
topics include:

* Indoor facilities

e Park growth and development
» Park design and education

» Operations and management
» Existing park improvements

* Community partnerships

» Policies and regulations
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This chapter contains a series of actions to improve Temple’s parks
system. The goals and objectives in Chapter 5 are used as the basis of
these recommendations.

Section 6.2, Recommended Actions, is on the following page and is
shown in a series of summary tables. These recommendations are by the
original categorized topics on a series of summary tables. Where further
explanation of the action is necessary, additional information is provided.

Recommendations for Trails and Trail Amenities can be found in Chapter 7,
Trail Recommendations.

CHAPTER 6 - PARKS RECOMMENDM&Q{Eﬁl 150 alE— 86

Parks and Recreation Assets



6.2 RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

A. INDOOR FACILITIES

The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to indoor facilities.

A1

A2

A3

A4

A5

A6

GOALS LEGEND

ACTION

Make interior Improvements to the Summit Recreation Center
Make interior Improvements to the Blackmon Community Center
Expand Sammons Indoor Pool to include a multi-purpose room
Reconstruct the restrooms at Clark Pool and Walker Pool

Construct a new lifeguard room and consider new amenities at
Lions Junction Family Water Park

Construct equipment storage area at Wilson Park

. i Health and
I | Wellness
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% Durability and

SUMMARY

Initiate recommendations from the Summit Recreation Center Master Plan

Multiple improvements to audio/visual equipment and interior spaces are
needed at Blackmon Center

Construct a meeting room / party room to primarily be used as a rental
facility and a family restroom for the pool area

Providing an adequate amount of modern and comfortable restrooms
increases user enjoyment of this facility

Construction of a new lifequard room will improve upon existing facilities
and other facilities may be installed for greater user enjoyment

Provides safe and accessible storage for recreational equipment and
addresses other storage needs

&

: ' : - Access and /. Conservation
|l Maintenance @ Connectivity Equitability and Nature
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Additional details related to indoor facilities are as follows:

A.1 Make improvements to the Summit Recreation Center

The Summit Recreation Center is an all-encompassing recreational
facility for Temple residents with indoor amenities such as climbing walls,
racquetball courts, and workout facilities. It also includes a full compliment
of outdoor amenities such as basketball and tennis courts. During the
plan horizon, improvements identified in the master plan will need to be
completed to improve this facility to better serve area residents.

A.2 Make improvements to the Blackmon Community Center

The Blackmon Community Center provides a community facility primarily
for community meetings and youth programs. The audio/visual system is a
key piece of equipment which needs to be improved for continued service.
Interior renovations including new windows and new flooring are needed
for improved aesthetics. Additionally, the kitchen needs to be remodeled to
improve the food preparation area.

A.3 Expand Sammons Indoor Pool to include multi-purpose room

As identified by the public engagement process, a multi-purpose room is
needed at the Sammons Park Indoor Pool. The addition of a multi-purpose
room will provide a safe and equitable environment for users to enjoy group
gatherings (e.g., birthday parties, social gatherings, etc.). This addition also
has the potential to provide an additional revenue stream to the City.

A.4 Reconstruct the restrooms at Clark Pool and Walker Pool

New restroom facilities at Clark Pool will provide users upgraded facilities
and an improved experience for pool attendees. This recommendation is
based on greater demand for pool use by the community and the need to
improve facilities.
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A.4 (Continued)

Both Walker and Clark Pools are well-used summertime amenities for the
Temple community. Walker Pool, with its deep water area, is very popular.
One of the identified deficiencies are the outdated restrooms. During this
plan horizon, upgraded restroom facilities will be needed to create an
improved user experience for pool attendees. This need stems from a
combination of these being well-used facilities and the current condition.

A.5 Construct a new lifeguard room and consider new amenities at
Lions Junction Family Water Park

The Lions Junction Family Water Park is another popular summertime
popular amenity for the Temple community. One of its current deficiencies

is the quality of existing lifeguard facilities. As such, a new room is
recommended to provide lifeguards a space dedicated to meet their needs.
As the popularity of the Lions Junction Family Water Park continues to grow,
additional lifeguards may be needed. Additionally, due to the age of the
other in-pool amenities, additional upgrades may be needed.

A.6 Construct equipment storage area at Wilson Park

Wilson Park is a large regional park serving the greater Temple community
and beyond. Due to its large size and many programs, it has substantial
equipment needs. During this plan horizon, the expansion and creation of
new park equipment storage space is a priority. This will allow park staff
convenient access to recreational equipment and maintenance tools to
better serve park patrons.
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B. PARK GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to park growth and development.

B.1

B.2

B.3

B.4

B.5

B.6

B.7

B.8

ACTION

Acquire park land and trails to accommodate new growth per the
guidance of this master plan

Address park land deficit in areas identified in the master plan’s
level of service analysis

Explore the feasibility of a revenue-generating indoor athletic
complex, potentially at Crossroads Park

Develop a concrete / in-ground skate park(s) in appropriate
locations to be determined

Determine locations for off-leash dog parks within natural
environments in new parks

Develop unprogrammed City-owned land following completion of
site master plans for the following parks: Blackland Prairie Park,
Kenny Martin Park, and Southwest Community Park

Identify opportunities to develop a contained exercise park with
poured-in-place surfacing

Develop a tennis center (including two new tennis courts) at
Crossroads

Health and

GOALS LEGEND Wellness

SUMMARY

Increase amount of park land in conjunction with population growth to
maintain appropriate level of service

Address areas lacking park facilities

Potential creation of an indoor athletic facility to provide a revenue
generating regional facility for indoor recreational activities

Planning process participants have expressed a desire for a skate park
amenity within the city

Provide a list of locations that may be suitable for potential off-leash dog
parks throughout Temple

Master planning of undeveloped parkland ensures that the City can be
efficient with future development of its park properties

Development of a consolidated outdoor exercise area

Continue to expand amenity offerings at Crossroads Park by providing
additional tennis courts

GOAL

) () o
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Additional details related to park growth and development are as follows:

B.1 Acquire park land and trails to accomodate new growth per the
guidance of this master plan

The population of Temple is projected to increase to 112,056 by 2038.
Increases in population also come with increased demand for additional parks
and recreation resources. This increase brings about additional need for
facilities and oftentimes additional need for new park acreage. In communities
with established park systems, like Temple, this increase is often more related
to improving park distribution and accessibility rather than simply to add more
property. Moving forward, the City will need to identify additional park land and
trails concurrent with new growth, and in some cases, redevelopment.

B.2 Address park land deficit in areas identified in the master plan’s
level of service analysis

As set out in Chapter 4, Needs Assessment, a level of service analysis per
park type was undertaken. This analysis identified that while Temple had
fairly good park distribution, there were areas which could use improved
accessibility (e.g., the neighborhoods in the vicinity of Scott Elementary
School and near the vicinity of 5th Street and Marlanwood Road). In addition,
there will be a future need for new park land in areas not currently developed.
See Map 6.1, Future Park Need Areas, on the next page. It is important that
the City continue to evaluate its parks level of service and acquire new park
land when necessary to ensure an adequate level of service continues to

be provided to the Temple community. The City should give consideration to
potential partnerships with other area organizations (e.g., Temple area ISDs,
churches, etc.) when planning and designing new park land.

B.3 Explore the feasibility of a revenue-generating indoor athletic
complex, potentially at Crossroads Park

As identified by the public engagement process, there is need for indoor
recreational facilities in Temple. These types of facilities are becoming
increasingly popular and provide for year-round activity. Many Texas
communities are also trying to identify additional ways to generate revenue
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to better serve their citizens. Specialty facilities, like an indoor sports
complex, provide opportunities to explore the benefit versus cost implications
related to making them more revenue neutral, or in some cases, revenue
generating. As part of this plan horizon, the City should initiate a feasibility
study for an indoor recreational facility at Crossroads Park to further assess
the need and opportunities for increased revenue generation.

B.4 Develop a concrete/in-ground skate park(s) in an appropriate
location to be determined

Special interest sports like skate parks require unique facilities which
sometimes only serve small portions of the City’s recreational users.

This doesn’t mean that these types of amenities are not important. To the
contrary, offering targeted amenities for specific user groups diversifies

the City’s parks and recreation assets and makes for a more well rounded
park system. The development of a skate park is one of those types of
special interest facilities. Cities like Temple could establish more temporary
facilities (e.g., metal skate ramps in an existing park) to create a foundation
and determine demand. Once the level of demand can be determined (and
sustained), many cities will then establish a more formal, permanent skate
park. During this plan horizon, the City should pursue the establishment of
a permanent in-ground skate park in a location that maximizes benefit to
the greatest number of users. In particular with skate parks, the planning
and design of these types of facilities should be done in partnerships with
both experts in the field and the City’s user groups. Usually, these types of
projects start with a community workshop between the City, the designer,
and end users.
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B.5 Determine locations for off-leash dog parks within natural
environments in new parks

The growth in the number of dog parks is exponentially increasing
nationwide. These spaces are more commonly being classified as “third
places,” which are social gathering spaces separate from the two usual
social environments of home and the workplace. Despite being in an age
where everyone is “connected,” we are increasingly becoming more socially
isolated. In this regard, many cities are reinvesting in opportunities to
facilitate face-to-face connection in these third places, particularly in places
like parks, trails, and libraries. Some of the most successful examples of
third places are dog parks because they provide dedicated facilities to bring
people and their pets together. This type of activity typically occurs every
day, or at least every weekend. As identified by the public engagement
process, members of the Temple community were looking for additional
opportunities for leash-free dog areas. Due to the recent adoption of a new
animal ordinance, the City should pursue identifying new potential leash-free
areas within the natural spaces of new parks.
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B.6 Develop unprogrammed City-owned land following completion
of site master plans for the following parks: Blackland Prairie Park,
Kenny Martin Park, and Southwest Community Park

Creation of a conceptual site master plan provides the City with the
opportunity to pre-plan the future of a particular park property. These site
master plans detail a schematic layout of all planned uses on the property
and are oftentimes tied to cost estimates for full development. During this
plan horizon, Blackland Prairie Park, Kenny Martin Park, and Southwest
Community Park should be conceptually master planned and targeted for
partial or full development.

109

CHAPTER 6 - PARKS RECOMMENDM&QM§| TEMBLE ek

Parks and Recreation Assets



C. PARK DESIGN & EDUCATION

The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to park design and education.

CA

C.z2

C.3

C4

C5

C.6

C.7

ACTION

Design park landscaping to include educational prairie and
pollinator fields in appropriate locations of the park system

Use conservation-oriented new parks as an education tool for
the natural beauty of the prairie and/or prairie meadow plants, for
example, Blackland Prairie Park

Provide new wayfinding signage in parks and along trails, where
appropriate, consistent with the City’s existing standards and
design theme

Add additional signage along trails and within parks to educate
the public on the health benefits of an active lifestyle, being in
nature, staying hydrated, applying sunscreen, and other outdoor
health tips

Evaluate emergency preparedness throughout the parks
and trails system by considering access, egress, emergency
response, blue-light beacons, etc.

Review lighting throughout the parks system for security, light-
sensitive amenities, and after hour uses

Apply environmental design principles as a key component of
crime prevention to provide patrons a greater sense of safety
and comfort

Health and

Wellness Funding

GOALS LEGEND
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SUMMARY

Prairie and pollinator fields provide an opportunity for the community to
improve the environment and improve park aesthetics

Blackland Prairie Park has a unique environment that can provide a
wonderful education experience for visitors

The installation of wayfinding signage to trails, parks, and other
recreational facilities assist users with finding their way, improving the
experience of the user

Provides additional information for facility users to understand the benefits

of physical activity and healthy habits while participating in these activities

Identifying locations within the parks and trail system to potentially locate
emergency beacons to call emergency response

Initiate a study to understand priorities for areas for lighting including
potential parks and dog park facilities

Incorporating certain design principals as part of new park development
or redevelopment can create a safer environment for users

:"”:;.‘ Durability and r c vt 1I Access and .. Conservation
1:'9.!‘ Maintenance | | onnectivity 2| Equitability and Nature
. ; 2
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Additional details related to park design and education are as follows:

C.1 Design park landscaping to include educational prairie and
pollinator fields in appropriate locations of the park system

Across Texas and the country, many parks and recreation departments are
starting to appreciate the value of using natural and native landscaping to
accentuate their traditional areas of soft and hardscaped features. In many
instances, these natural areas are used to educate visitors of the area’s
native ecosystems. For Temple, the City should identify appropriate areas
in the park system to include pollinator fields and educational information
on prairies. Both historically and today, pollinator fields and prairies
provide diverse ecosystems and contribute to environmental improvement.

C.2 Use conservation-oriented new parks as an education tool for
the natural beauty of the prairie and/or prairie meadow plants, for
example, Blackland Prairie Park

Similar to the benefits identified in recommendation C.1, above, many
communities are identifying ways to further connect their residents to
nature. In some instances, entire parks are designed in a conservation-ori-
ented manner that maximizes educational opportunities and connections
to nature. Blackland Prairie Park provides a unique opportunity to design
and orient an entire park around the Texas Blackland Prairie eco-region,
which only 1% exists in its natural state in Texas. Further, this park pro-
vides a unique opportunity to capitalize on existing scenic vistas and for an
educational center.

C.3 Design park landscaping to include educational prairie and
pollinator fields in appropriate locations of the park system

As the City continues to enhance its parks and trail system, it is important
to consider a unique, well-planned signage and wayfinding system.
Wayfinding signage helps both residents and visitors navigate the City
and becomes increasingly important as the City continues to develop
destination sites and amenities like Crossroads Park. Overall, wayfinding
signage provides residents and visitors with an improved sense of comfort,
safety, and security as they navigate between important City destinations.
The signage should be located at key points (e.g., at entry points) and

be associated with a series of maps, brochures, and a landing webpage.
Trail wayfinding signage should occur at distances no greater than a half
mile. All wayfinding signage should be consistent with the City’s existing
standards and design theme.

C.4 Add additional signage along trail and within parks to educate the
public on the health benefits of an active lifestyle, being in nature,
staying hydrated, applying sunscreen, and other outdoor health tips
Access to recreation provided by parks and open spaces has positive
impacts on the emotional and physical well-being of a community.
Physical exercise is associated with increased activity levels and helps
to reduce heart disease, diabetes, obesity, and depression. Play in
natural environments can also influence beneficial child development.
The connection between parks and recreation and physical health is well
documented. During this plan horizon, the City should prioritize providing
additional signage which educates the public on the health benefits of an
active lifestyle. This educational signage could be jointly developed with
the Baylor Scott & White Medical Center and other area partners.
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C.5 Evaluate emergency preparedness throughout the parks and
trails system by considering access, egress, emergency response,
blue-light beacons, etc.

Providing users of the parks and trails system an environment in which
they feel safe to utilize the facilities is paramount. This is particularly
important for less visible areas such as off-street greenway trails. As
such, the City should consider emergency management considerations
at the same time they are considering operational decisions. These
considerations should include identifying appropriate ingress and egress
for both system users and emergency responders. It should also consider
appropriate areas for blue-light safety beacons and video surveillance,
increased “eyes on the ground” (e.g., safety patrols or law enforcement),
and other important safety considerations. This should also include
identification and training on how PARD staff is expected to respond to
various types of emergencies.

C.6 Review lighting throughout the parks system for security,
lightsensitive amenities, and after hour uses

While most parks and trails are closed dusk to dawn, there is oftentimes
an unmet demand for use before dawn and long after dark. This is
particularly important during the temperate Texas winters where it is nice
out, but largely dark before most people even leave work. In specific
parks and along trails, the City should evaluate and fund improvements
to establish adequate lighting in all parking lots, trails, tunnels and
underpasses, restrooms, and other areas where users will commonly be
after dark.
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C.7 Apply environmental design principles as a key component

of crime prevention to provide patrons a greater sense of safety
and comfort

There is a well-established framework for using environmental design
principles to reduce the potential for crime. In this regard, Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles use
design to increase safety of parks and recreation facilities by increasing
natural surveillance of high and low use areas, controlling access, and
by improving management and maintenance. During this plan horizon,
the City should consider CPTED principles in the development of all new
conceptual master site plans and in other project considerations.
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D. OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT

The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to operations and management. .

DA

D.2

D.3

D.4

D.5

D.6

D.7

D.8

ACTION

Develop a plan for water harvesting, re-use, or recirculation where
feasible and manageable

Continue to update and improve communications to the
public regarding parks, events, and recreation opportunities in
coordination with the Marketing and Communications Department

Ensure an educated and well-trained staff team through
attendance at educational seminars, such as training on the
creation of natural and/or low maintenance areas that are seen as
both attractive and functional

Identify and take steps to achieve National Recreation and
Parks Association (NRPA) accreditation from the Commission
for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) in
conjunction with the Performance Excellence Department

Evaluate hours of operation for certain parks and facilities to
determine if adjustments could be made for flexibility and usability

Adopt a departmental strategic plan along with the standards of
operation guide that would include evaluation of ongoing and long-
term staff needs

Evaluate the use of park rangers, safety patrol and/or police
officers, as needed, to ensure the safety of patrons

Purchase a shuttle bus for mobile camps

SUMMARY

Water re-use has the ability to reduce water usage and reduce water
cost for the parks system

Improving the marketing of park events and facilities can increase the
number of park users and event attendance

Improving the marketing of park events and facilities can increase the
number of park users and event attendance

Accreditation of the Parks and Recreation Department will acknowledge
departmental excellence and increase the chances of attaining grants

Park users are concerned they are unable to use park facilities during

late fall and winter due to early onset of nightfall

A strategic plan would provide a clear role for Park department
employees and direction for the department as a whole

The visibility of public safety officers or other official city staff within
parks and on trails creates a greater sense of safety for facility users

Purchase buses to transport campers to off-site activities

i =1 Health and ' i . Durability and - 5 - Access and Conservation
GOALS LEGEND | | Wellness Funding "-@9-“ Maintenance | | Connectivity Equitability and Nature
113 CHAPTER 6 - PARKS RECOMMENDATIONS RENGRY 98

Parks and Recreation Assets



Additional details related to operations and management are as follows:

D.1 Develop a plan for water harvesting, re-use, or recirculation
where feasible and manageable

As identified by the public engagement process, there is an expressed
desire for improved water conservation throughout the park system.

Golf courses are oftentimes one of the largest water users in a water
distribution system. Parks can also be one of the larger water users,
particularly for parks with athletic practice and game fields (e.g., football,
baseball, softball, soccer). In this regard, it takes an enormous amount of
water to keep fields green and healthy. Unfortunately, most parks rely on
a potable water source for irrigation purposes. Moving forward, the City
should evaluate opportunities to increase treated recycled wastewater for
irrigation. This will require working with other City departments to identify
the extension of reuse infrastructure (“purple pipe”) and changes to the
City’s design and operational manuals.

D.2 Continue to update and improve communications to the public
regarding parks, events, and recreation opportunities in coordination
with the Marketing and Communications Department

Under the new departmental policy, all City advertising is now facilitated
and managed by the Marketing and Communications Department. To
advertise recreation opportunities, PARD should continue to coordinate
with marketing to ensure timely postings for updates on programs,
services, and events. PARD should also work with marketing to proactively
evaluate the effectiveness of advertisements and partner to expand
outreach and improve overall response rates.
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D.3 Ensure an educated and well-trained staff team through
attendance at educational seminars, such as training on the creation
of natural and/or low maintenance areas that are seen as both
attractive and functional

The staff of the Parks and Recreation Department provides excellent service
to the Temple community. This is accomplished through a commitment

to quality and continued training and education. All PARD staff should be
required to maintain applicable state of Texas licenses and specialized park
maintenance personnel should have additional training on topics such as
native or natural landscaping, low impact development, and incorporate
more preventative maintenence practices that do not use fertilizers and
pesticides. Ensuring PARD staff are provided adequate training and
educational opportunities will furnish contiued excellence within the park
system through increased knowledge of new trends and best practices.

D.4 Identify and take steps to achieve National Recreation and
Parks Association (NRPA) accreditation from the Commission

for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) in
conjunction with the Performance Excellence Department
According to their website, the Commission for Accreditation of Park and
Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) provides “quality assurance and quality
improvement of accredited park and recreation agencies throughout

the United States by providing agencies with a management system of
best practices.” They are the only national accreditation group for park
and recreation agencies and provide a valuable measure of an agency’s
overall quality of operation, management, and service to the community.
Having a parks master plan is one of the required elements of the
accreditation process and plans must include the following items:

* Agency mission and objectives

* Recreation and leisure trends analysis
* Needs assessment

» Community inventory

» Level of service standards
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The Temple PARD strives to provide a great experience for all users. As
set out on their website, achieving CAPRA accreditation is the best way to
demonstrate that your agency and your staff provide your community with
the highest level of service. Currently, there are only two departments in
Central Texas that are CAPRA accredited: Austin and Round Rock. Setting
the goal of becoming an accredited parks department will benefit the City
by achieving this standard of excellence and potentially improving the
department’s chance of receiving grants.

D.5 Evaluate hours of operation for certain parks and facilities to
determine if adjustments could be made for flexibility and usability
As identified by the public engagement process, there was an expressed
need for longer hours at certain parks as many patrons are unable to
enjoy recreational pursuits during the work week due to other obligations
during the day. Oftentimes, longer hours is simply hindered because of

a lack of staffing to open and close park gates. In these instances, many
park systems have added such things as automated opening and closing
gates. Oso Bay Park in Corpus Christi and Cullinan Park in Sugar Land
are good examples of this type automated access control extending hours
of operations without disruptions to staffing.

D.6 Adopt a departmental strategic plan along with the standards

of operation guide that would include evaluation of ongoing and
longterm staff needs

While this plan identifies the community’s vision and action agenda for
moving forward, a strategic plan directs PARD staff on how they should
operate their department and sets a clear set of goals for the future of the
organization and staff.
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D.7 Evaluate the use of park rangers, safety patrol and/or police
officers, as needed, to ensure the safety of patrons

Ensuring the safety of visitors to the park system is an essential element
of operating a park and recreation system. Accordingly, PARD should
conduct a study to evaluate appropriate solutions for improving park
safety (or the perception of park safety) for patrons. This should include
an evaluation of the benefits and cons for using park rangers, police
officers, and park ambassadors to provide coverage.

D.8 Purchase a shuttle bus for mobile camps

Safe transportation as part of parks and recreation activities is an
essential component of a quality park system. During this plan horizon,
PARD should evaluate the feasibility of adding a new shuttle bus for
mobile camp activities.

CHAPTER 6 - PARKS RECOMMENDM&QH& TEMPLE lu[e]e}
Parks and Recreation Assets



E. EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to existing parks improvements.
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E.1

E.2

E.3

E.4

E.5

E.6

E.7

E.8

ACTION

Replace scoreboards for athletic facilities throughout the
park system

Improve facilities and amenities at Lions Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Woodbridge Park
Improve facilities and amenities at Miller Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Gober Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Ferguson Park
Improve facilities and amenities at Von Rosenberg Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Scott and White Park

GOALS LEGEND

e Y Health and
I | Wellness

Funding

SUMMARY

Providing operating scoreboards at Temple athletic facilities is essential
for a quality experience. The replacement of these scoreboards allows
for continued operation of these facilities

Improvements to this facility will include curbing, additional parking
and parking improvements, trail improvements, field grading, and the
addition of lighting to playgrounds and the dog park

Park amenities and/or upgrades to existing amenities to be added or
improved upon after up-coming park master plan updates

Improvements will include the installation of a cover for basketball
court(s), improved parking, irrigation to the north of the park, and fencing
along First Street

Improvements needed include the replacement of playground
equipment and the marquee sign. An addition will be the installation of a
covered pavilion with tables

Improvements will include the installation of a canopy over the
playground, drainage improvements to the athletic field, a new pavilion,
and improvements to the parking area u-turn

Amenities are to be added to link this park to the Hog Pen Trail

Improvements include the installation of a pavilion, playground with
shade, enhancements to the football field and parking, and a connection
to Friars Creek Trail

GOAL
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E. EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

The following provide recommendations additional details related to existing park improvements.

E.9

E.10

E. 1

E.12

E.13

E.14

E.15

ACTION

Improve facilities and amenities at West Temple Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Waterford Par

Develop FreedomPark per an updated Master Plan

Improve facilities and amenities at Conner Park

Improve lighting and dog parks throughout the parks system

Replace shade canopy at athletic fields

Replace or upgrade playground equipment at the following parks:

Draughon, West Temple, Gober, Hodge, Waterford, Silverstone,
Nettles, Kiwanis, Baker, Walker

SUMMARY

Improvements needed for West Temple Park include the parking and trails

Improvements needed include a bridge over the drainage channel,
installation of a shade cover over the playground, trail lighting, and a dog park

Use the Freedom Park Master Plan updates to develop this park

Improvements to restrooms and the construction of a pavilion and shade
cover for the playground are needed for Conner Park

Improvements to lighting and dog parks are needed throughout the
parks system

Replacement of the canopies at athletic fields are needed to provide shade
for spectators

Providing safe and upgraded playground equipment is essential to the
well-being of younger users
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E. EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to existing parks improvements.

E.17

E.18

E.19

E.20

E.23

E.24

E.25

E.26

E.27

GOALS LEGEND

ACTION

Construct new restrooms at Crossroads Park

Construct new restrooms along the Pepper Creek Trail

Improve facilities at the Harold P. Rose Tennis Center

Improve facilities at Jackson Park

Implement the next phase of recommendations
of the Bend O’ the River Park Master Plan

Playground, shade structure and exercise
facilities at Silverstone Park

Improve facilities at Baker Field, including
field and dugout improvements

Add a pavilion and playground at Temple South Rotary Park

Improve Sammons Golf Course

Funding

e Y Health and
I | Wellness
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SUMMARY

Providing an adequate number of restrooms allows users the
opportunity to enjoy their time at this facility

Providing an adequate amount of restrooms allow users the opportunity
to enjoy their time at this facility

Rebuilding the tennis courts provides users a better experience to
include laser grading of courts

Improvements include the replacement of the pavilion, enhancements to
the internal park trail, and a new restroom for users

Continue to implement the recommendations of the Reuben D. Talasek

Bend O’ River Park

Providing safe and upgraded playground equipment is essential to the
well-being of younger users and a shade structure to protect from the sun

The placement of a bathroom at Mean Joe Green Field will provide
easier access at the facility for users

Provide a pavilion and a new playground for the park

Initiate multiple improvements to the Sammons Golf Course to improve
the property’s drainage system, course improvements, and other site
improvements such as the clubhouse

:"“:;_‘ Durability and - Connectivit Access and /. Conservation
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Additional details related to existing park improvements are as follows:

Improvements to existing Temple parks represents the most extensive
group of recommended actions in this plan, including small and large
improvements based on a variety of sources and inputs. Some of these
actions are carryovers from the previous planning efforts, some a result
of direct public input for their local parks or desired outdoor activities.
Some are deferred maintenance projects that are due for replacement
or refurbishment. Many of the recommendations of this plan focus on the
planning that is needed to accommodate future growth and population.
It is these current parks that are the jewels of today’s system, the parks
that today’s residents use and love. This section focuses on those
recommendations. Below are some of the highlights:

* Replacement of scoreboards at all athletic facilities are needed in order to
ensure continued, uninterrupted operation with heavy sports usage. The
facilities these scoreboards serve are depended upon to facilitate organized
team or individual sports within certain venues.

» Improvements to amenities throughout parks and recreational facilities are
needed in order to repair or replace certain items for facility maintenance.
Some are to improve user experience of existing amenities, such as shade
canopies over playgrounds. Many of the recommendations are not flashy but
are the little details that make parks comfortable, such as benches, lighting,
restrooms or pavilions.

» Park-specific master plans that have been designed and carried out over the
years in Temple have helped lead to many great parks and amenities. Many of
these plans have phases yet to be implemented, and are listed here to identify
funding sources and take that next step towards new, quality improvements.

The existing park improvements recommendations are varied and
critical for Temple to continue to have safe, durable and enjoyable
parks in furtherance of this plan’s goals and objectives. As the amount
of amenities expand in parks, particularly community and regional
parks, more restrooms, parking and lighting will be needed and similar
improvements are among those listed in this section.
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F. COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

The following provide recommendations and additional details related to community partnerships. Potential cost stated below represents an estimated cost of stated recommendation.

F.1

F.2

F.3

F.4

ACTION

Partner with local government entities to establish joint-
use facilities on existing and future properties

Foster community funding opportunities to provide
provide playground and park amenities

Continue to build and collaborate with partnership groups
for clean ups, tree plantings, and maintenance

Partner with Baylor Scott and White and other medical and
educational partners to develop a Wellness Program

Funding

:I:_'_':fi'
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SUMMARY GOAL

There are numerous public and semi-public entities that are open to the
right opportunities to partner on joint-use facilities and uses

Discussions with community groups may be able to assist the Parks
and Recreation Department with donations and sponsorships as an
additional revenue source

The Parks and Recreation Department should continue to work with
volunteers to assist with park maintenance and new programs that
enhance current and future parks

Initiate a partnership with medical facilities to assist with the ( D
development and facilitation of a wellness program for the community ?
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Additional details related to community partnerships are as follows:

F.1 Partner with local government entities to establish joint-use
facilities on existing and future properties

The City of Temple has engaged local government entities such as local
school districts, non-profit organizations, churches, and various other
organizations during this master planning process to ensure collaboration
and to seek potential partnerships. These partnerships can provide mutual
benefits to both groups, such as cost-sharing on playgrounds, pavilions,
parking lots, and even interior facilities in some circumstances.

Often, citizens see community spaces as public whether they are operated
and maintained by the City or other entities. Finding joint-use solutions

to citizen-desired facilities and amenities that share tax-payer funds

can reduce the financial burden of construction and maintenance while
delivering exceptional amenities to the public.

F.2 Foster community funding opportunities to provide playground
and park amenities

The Temple community has multiple groups which can work with the Parks
and Recreation Department to either assist with fundraising or construct
amenities for the parks system. These sources can be local non-profits,
individual donations, or even local businesses looking to give back to the
community. Temple should consider all sources and sponsorships when it
comes to new facilities and partnership opportunities.

F.3 Continue to build and collaborate with partnership groups for
clean ups, tree plantings, and maintenance

Temple currently enjoys relationships with community groups such as
Adopt-a-Park that facilitate parks clean-ups, enhancements, and other
volunteer efforts. As the system grows and more user groups are needed,
Temple should explore additional ways to get individuals and groups
involved in the care of the public parks and trails. Particularly as citywide
greenway trails are developed along waterways and former railways,
there will be significant maintenance needed to tame vegetation. New tree
plantings could be furthered to meet a citizen desire for additional tree
canopy throughout the parks and trails system.

F.4 Partner with Baylor Scott and White and other medical and
educational partners to develop a Wellness Program

The Parks and Recreation Department should consider a partnership
opportunity with Baylor Scott and White or other medical and
educational partners to assist with the development of a Wellness
Program. Such a program could be implemented in a variety of ways
and could utilize community and recreation centers to provide access
for local residents. Temple’'s community has historically prided itself on
health and wellness efforts, and its longstanding relationship with Baylor
Scott and White will continue to yield positive health opportunities for
those who desire to participate.
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G. POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

The following provide recommendations and additional details related to policies and regulations.

ACTION SUMMARY GOAL
GA1 Use this master plan to assess whether updates and Determine if the current park land dedication ordinance is still serving g‘f
refinements to the park land dedication ordinance its purpose by providing sufficient parkland or funding to create park %@

are needed space. Ensure that the land dedication, improvements, fees, and e f

private parks are being distributed appropriately across the city and
amongst park classifications

. Durability and - y
Maintenance @ Connectivity

U\ Conservation
| and Nature

'*-1"'; . Funding

| i Health and
GOALS LEGEND I | Wellness

Additional details related to policies and regulations are as follows:

G.1 Use this master plan to assess whether updates and refinements to the parkland dedication ordinance are
needed to ensure that land, improvements, fees-in-lieu, and private parks are being distributed appropriately
across the city and amongst park classifications

The current parkland dedication ordinance was reviewed during this master plan process, a review of comparable

cities and high-level recommendations, provided on the following pages. As with other development requirements,

the City of Temple should stay up-to-date on its parkland dedication ordinance to ensure that the creation of parks are
concurrent with development patterns. The tools to achieve this assurance are varied and each municipality determines
the preferred approach based on many factors. Working closely with key stakeholders to discuss the tools and available
methods is likely to provide a collaborative working environment and achieve optimal results.
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SECTION 6.3 PARKLAND DEDICATION ORDINANCE ASSESSMENT

The City of Temple’s parkland dedication ordinance has been amended
several times over the years, yet has not gone through an overhaul in quite
some time. In the past 10-15 years, most of the new development in Temple
has been built with private/HOA parks even though the current ordinance
does not layout standards or an approval process for private parks. Parkland
dedication is an important component of the subdivision process and practice
should be reflective of the ordinance.

Many cities are currently evaluating their own standards and practices for
parkland dedication to determine if their fees are appropriate, the land and
improvements they are receiving are appropriate, and whether public vs. private
ownership and maintenance provides the best product for their citizens. It is a
complicated process, as the one-size-fits-all approach often lacks flexibility and
context, especially with changing markets and resident preferences.

In high-growth times with increasing land values, many cities fall behind
matching their fees to land costs and often see themselves unable to purchase
adequate parkland in the desired location with the fee-in-lieu amounts
provided. Many cities find that parkland generated with new residential growth
becomes costly to develop and maintain, and delivery of amenities often

takes time. Solutions to that have been to turn to private parks, improvement
requirements tied to subdivision approvals, or development fees.

Recommendations for Temple’s ordinance are detailed in the following
passages. It is highly recommended that the City pursue some refinements to
the ordinance in a process that includes discussion with stakeholders including
the development community and residents. As with any requirement, the
methods and approach should recognize local context and market realities.
This master plan should form the basis for land needs and a community
consensus should emerge as to the development community’s responsibility
regarding costs to develop parks.
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Establish as a requirement in the subdivision ordinance that
trails approved in this master plan are to be installed as public
infrastructure in the development process. Continue to consider
City funds to oversize certain trails above an established baseline
developer proportional responsibility.

Create a defined private/HOA park approval process, including
whether 100% private park credit is the desired approach or
whether a combination of private park improvements, trails, and
fees for Community and Regional Parks should be considered.

Create a dedication zone map with large-area quadrants for fees-
in-lieu of land dedication so that the City can determine where
improvement needs exist in a broader variety of parks. Consider
a Regional Park or a Community Park improvement fee as a

small percentage carve-out of the parkland requirement so that
improvements can be made at larger park facilities that house
broader and more desirous community amenities.

Revise the section of the ordinance that requires park fees to

be expended within two years. This is too short a time period to
assess needs, allocate the expenditures through a process, bid,
and complete construction. Expand this to five years for standard
fees-in-lieu and ten years for a potential fee earmarked towards
Community or Regional Parks.

Consider a formula-based assessment for the cost of improving
parks and create a new park development fee to ensure adequate
facilities. This fee should be reflective of the actual cost of park
development and a commensurate constructed park should be
allowed in the alternative if meeting City standards. Whether
neighborhood parks are allowed as private or public in the future,
development fees need to be evaluated so that the amenities the
community expressed as desired in this plan can be constructed.
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FIGURE 6.1, PARKLAND DEDICATION ORDINANCE COMPARISONS

To understand at a high level how cities of comparable size to Temple within 90 miles of the City limits are currently applying in their communities, Figure 6.1
provides a comparison of land dedication requirements, fees-in-lieu of land, and development fees, where applicable.

CITY

TEMPLE

Bryan

College Station

Georgetown

New Braunfels

Waco

PARKLAND DEDICATION

1 ACRE PER 133 DWELLING UNITS

1 acre per 74 dwelling units(single family)
1 acre per 90 dwelling units(multi-family)

1 acre per 117 dwelling units (single family)
1 acre per 128 dwelling units (multi-family)

1 acre per 80 dwelling units (single family)
1 acre per 110 dwelling units (multi-family)

1 acre per 168 dwelling units

Open space up to 5% of subdivision land area
if accepted by City Council
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FEE IN LIEU OF LAND

$225 PER DWELLING UNIT

$162 per dwelling unit(single family)
$133 per dwelling unit (multi-family)

$274 per dwelling unit (single family)
for Neighborhood Parks
+

$250 per dwelling unit (single family)
for Community Parks

$650 per dwelling unit(single family)
$475 per dwelling unit (multi-family)

$208 per dwelling unit

N/A
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FEE ALLOCATION

PARK DEVELOPMENT FEE SHMERE (aH

N/A

$358 per dwelling unit (single family) 7 years
$292 per dwelling unit (multi-family)

$362 per dwelling unit for 10 years
Neighborhood Parks
+
$375 per dwelling unit for
Community Parks
(applies to both single family
and multi-family)

$1000 per dwelling unit 10 years
(single family)
+
$750 per dwelling unit
(multi-family)

Year 1 at 75% ($1,528) 7 years
Year 2 at 85% ($1,732)
Year 3 at 100% ($2,038)

N/A N/A
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7.1 INTRODUCTION

Trails are having continued growth in popularity throughout the country
and are increasingly an implementation goal for community planning
efforts. Trails improve the quality of life of users and provide alternative
commuting options. Additionally, trails facilitate potential public and private
development, which benefit from proximity and access to the trails.

There are approximately 28 miles of existing trails within the city limits, which are
used by residents for exercise and access between different destinations. During
the public engagement process for this plan, residents expressed desire to expand
the Temple trails system.

This chapter provides the City of Temple an update to the 2010 Citywide Trails
Master Plan. The updated plan envisions a trail system that will allow residents to
connect at a local and regional level, enjoy the outdoors, and enhance their health
and well-being.

Chapter 7 includes recommendations for trail classifications, trail design
and dimensions, trail amenities, etc. If implemented, this could create

a well-connected and enjoyable user experience for both recreational
use and as a mode of transportation. The intent of the plan is to provide
guidance for public entities and private developers to collaboratively build
the trail network of the future.

127

WHY PLAN FOR TRAILS IN TEMPLE?

As desired by the residents of Temple, trails should be planned and
constructed for the benefits of today’s and tomorrow’s population. Trails
have the following benefits:

Trails can support and assist the facilitation of economic development through
the creation of green ways which can be used to revitalize existing areas,
improve neighborhoods, provide access to local businesses and restaurants
and provide tourism opportunities;

Trails encourage a healthy lifestyle by creating opportunities to participate in
exercise whether by walking, running, and biking;

Trails can offer a variety of options for recreation for multiple age groups;
Trails can provide pedestrian access to Lake Belton and other regional parks;
Trails help preserve and enhance the natural beauty of an area and can beautify
street corridors;

Trails can improve the transportation system by providing alternative ways to
get to important destinations and provide regional connections.
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7.2 CITYWIDE TRAILS MASTER PLAN

The new citywide trails master plan is a connected system of various types

of trails that provide access and user choice throughout the community.

The citywide plan focuses beyond parkland and promotes connectivity for
residents to community destinations along corridors designed to promote

differing experiences. During this planning process, the community
expressed a strong desire for a Temple trail system that provides for
transportation, recreation, and a connection to nature.

The locations and linkages of the trails plan are presented as long-term

and provide connections to all quadrants of the community. If constructed,

Temple will have a first-rate trails system for the community to enjoy.
This plan will not be built overnight, however, and will take attention and

discretion to ensure that each trail link is considered within the context of
land ownership, timing, and cost of construction. This document provides
a guide for decision-makers to consider the optimal long-term outcomes
during the development process, consideration of trail corridor acquisition,

and street design.

This trails plan includes three primary city-wide trail types, including

recommendations for trail design (size and material), in addition to typical

amenities that enhance the trail experience. These trail classifications

provide for a functional hierarchy for community-wide connections. The trail

classifications are as follows:

FIGURE 7.1: RECOMMENDED TRAIL DESIGN STANDARDS

Greenway Trails - The Greenway Trails are intended for off-street

greenways, often located in linear parks near neighborhoods. Greenways

are predominantly recreational-based trails, offering larger, multi-use facilities
with limited traffic conflict points. Greenway trails are often regional in nature
and may connect parks with neighborhoods and major streets, often following
floodplains and other greenways throughout the community. Greenways in this
context, while nature-based, are not intended to include single-track (narrow
width, one directional) nature trails.

Thoroughfare Connectors - These trails are intended as active
transportation corridors to connect people from point A to point B, including
everyday usage and commercial access. These trails are street corridor
based and are located on one side or both sides of a street, depending on
conditions. These corridors connect community destinations, employment,
shopping and neighborhoods on select major corridors throughout the
community.

Neighborhood Connectors - These trails offer both on-street and off-
street trail connections, primarily serving neighborhoods. These avenues
provide safe access to schools, neighborhood parks and connect locally to
thoroughfare trails and greenway trails. Neighborhood Connectors are likely
used most by pedestrians but can accommodate multi-use where feasible.

MINIMUM CORRIDOR WIDTH POTENTIAL AMENITIES

TRAIL CLASSIFICATION WIDTH PREFERRED SURFACE MATERIAL
Greenway Trails 10’ - 12’ (12’ preferred) Concrete

Thoroughfare Connections 8- 10’ (10’ preferred) Concrete

Neighborhood Connectors 6’ - 10’ (8 preferred) Concrete
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25’ Parking, signage, lighting, water fountains, benches
15 Trees, benches, lighting
N/A Wayfinding signage, crosswalks, lighting
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7.3. GREENWAY TRAILS
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Greenway Trails offer pathways of escape from noise, traffic, and urban
conflicts. As a result, greater immersion into nature can be achieved via
greenways for all users. Off-street and greenway trails are opportunities to
promote outdoor recreation, offer branch connections between residential
areas and urban districts, and beautify strips of vacant public land. These
facilities should be designated for ample width, in order to allow for multiple
users to safely use the path at one time.

Greenway Trails can accommodate a heavy usage pattern with multiple
user types. Typically, a greenway trail is 10 to 12 feet with a preferred
standard of 12, which should be used if connecting multiple neighborhoods
and trail traffic. For long-term durability, concrete is preferred, yet interim
trail surface types may be considered depending on topography, flood
potential, and location.
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7.4. THOROUGHFARE CONNECTOR TRAILS

Thoroughfare Connector Trails serve as multi-modal and non-motorized
pathways where roadways already deliver connections. Shared-use side-
paths achieve their purpose when designed for multiple uses such as
recreation, transportation, connection, or leisure. Separation from the
roadway and ample width for multiple users, enables the side-path trail to
operate optimally in a citywide system.

These trails should ideally lead to community destinations or other trail types
such as greenways or neighborhood connection trails. These trails can be
constructed as development occurs adjacent to major streets, either within the
right-of-way or in an easement where buffers from the road may be possible.
10 ‘ 7 Shared-use side-paths can also be substituted for a standard sidewalk.

Thoroughfare Connector Trails are typically retrofitted onto major streets

or constructed with new streets. They may be developer funded if required
along perimeter streets, but are often designed and funded by the City or
TxDOT. When planned or desired on a street that is not Temple’s jurisdiction,
effort should be made to work with the entity to accommodate these facilities
into the design.
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7.5. NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTOR TRAILS

Neighborhood Connector trails are most often located in residential areas.
These types of trails are constructed within a neighborhood as means

for nearby residents to engage in nearby parks and open space activity,
as well as neighborhood services such as restaurants, retail/office space
and schools. Neighborhood trails can be seen within and surrounding
subdivisions, residential drainage easements, and along collector streets.

These trails are often oversized sidewalks and may also be off-street
neighborhood greenways. They are intended for daily usage and may vary in
size and materials.
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7.6 OTHER SYSTEM CONNECTIONS

IN-PARK TRAILS

In-park trails provide opportunities for walking and exercising inside of a park.
Along these types of trails typically are park amenities such as playgrounds,
benches, and picnic tables. These trails are confined to the park itself and are
frequently designed in a looped system for users. An in-park trail can be a key
connector for pedestrians and bicyclists commuting through the trails network.

SIDEWALKS

Sidewalks are important pedestrian facilities that can connect people to
parks, trails, and other transportation options. Sidewalks are located adjacent
to streets and are not part of the broader trail planning efforts; however,
sidewalks do serve as critical local linkages. Sidewalks play an important

role in transportation, as they provide safety to both cars and pedestrians by
minimizing their interaction. Especially in older areas of town, sidewalks may
be non-existent and existing sidewalks may be in need of attention due to
disrepair. Temple may want to consider a sidewalk study to determine where
additional sidewalk improvements can be made to connect to the trail system.

BIKE LANES

Bike lanes are a great option for cyclists to provide routes to neighborhoods,
employment, and public facilities, making riding a bike to work, to transit stops,
or for recreation a viable alternative to driving. Having these types of connectors
creates less congestion on roads and promotes public health. Bike lanes create
safer sidewalk and street environments, by getting the bicyclists off of sidewalks
and into a dedicated space. While not depicted in the trails master plan, bike
lanes can sometimes be added to streets at minimal costs, and can augment
sidewalks where trails are not feasible.
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7.7 TRAIL FEATURES AND AMENITIES

For a local or regional trail system, the addition of trail amenities
improves the user experience. The list below contains trail amenities that
could be added to the trails in Temple, both in-park and citywide trails.
Bike racks: Bike racks let trail users secure their bicycles if they want
to stop along the trail, especially at parks and additional attractive
locations.

Directional signage/s/kiosks: To help trail users on the trail,
directional signage, maps and/or kiosks, which include key trail
information could be used.

Drinking fountains: Because of the hot temperatures, the majority

of the year in Texas, the addition of water stations along a trail is
important to keep trail users and pets hydrated.

Fitness stations: Fitness stations provide unique opportunities for trail
users to exercise on equipment while they are using the trail.
Informational signage: Informal signage could contain historic and
environmental facts or information on indigenous landscapes and
wildlife along the trail.

Lighting: If trails are open to users during dark hours, lighting is
recommended to keep trail users safe.

Mile markers: A good way for users who need emergency assistance
to determine their location is through the use of mile markers along the
trail. Mile markers are also important to hikers and joggers that track
their miles manually.

Multi-use trail striping: A safe way to delineate trail user types is
through the use of trail striping.

Parking: It is important to provide trail-head parking at trail points for
residents and visitors to Temple who need to drive to access the trail.
Other amenities may include, pet waste receptacles, rest areas, shade
structures and bike repair stations.
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7.8 RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

The recommendations for trails and trail amenities, found on the following
page, were derived from the findings of the needs assessment analysis
and public input. These recommendations contain direction for both
citywide trail segments and in-park trail facilities, both of which augment
the system and user experience. The goals and objectives established in
Chapter 5, are used as the basis for these recommendations.

HOW WILL THE TRAILS MASTER PLAN BE USED?
The Trails Master Plan will be used as an infrastructure planning guide
for new developments and capital improvement projects in the coming
years. As stated previously, trails systems do not form overnight, but
rather are a collaborative effort that is constructed one link at a time
and may seem disjointed as it builds out. However, much like a street
system that is connected and integrated over time, implementation

of the trails system will take patience, persistence, flexibility, and
acceptance of imperfection as it grows.

The success of this plan begins with the application of the Trails Master
Plan as an integral component of the City’s long range infrastructure
plans and regulations. Trails function not only as a recreational and

open space benefit, but also important transportation infrastructure, as
important as streets and utilities. To achieve ultimate success in its trail
goals, the City should amend its development code to require trails as
part of the subdivision process. This would not necessarily shift the full
burden of trail construction to the development community, but would first
ensure that trail routes, rights-of-ways, and/or easements are provided
during land development.
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Cost of construction, up-sizing, and timing can be discussed as to the
appropriate proportional cost of the individual project relative to the
community benefit.

City street design standards that reflect thoroughfare connectors should
be updated consistent with the recommendations of this plan. Temple’s
approved street cross-sections form the basis for design for new and
rebuild public street projects, developer-driven street construction, and
TxDOT improvements to existing facilities. Having these standards in
place allow the City to ensure consistency and connectivity in each of
these circumstances.

The City needs flexibility to determine which trails are priority projects
during the life of this plan and beyond. Funding should be made available,
either through a dedicated parks and/or trails fund, reinvestment zone
funds, or other sources, in order to acquire and extend trails. A future bond
geared towards trail and trail amenities should be strongly considered.
Decisions for prioritizing certain trail types and segments should be made
with these considerations:

»  proximity to schools and public places

» density of residential and/or employment

* available land, easements, floodplains, and other green spaces
* connections to other trails, pedestrian networks, or transit

The Trails Master Plan is not a static plan but is meant to be evaluated,
adjusted and changed as needed. Each individual alignment is indicative of
desired linkages; exact placement will be determined in the field based on
conditions and other factors.
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ACTION

Add bike repair stations for trail users.

Expand the Friar’s Creek Trail to connect neighborhoods, streets,
schools and other community destinations where practical

Consider reconfiguring the 24th Street bridge to two lanes to connect
users to destinations

Develop the Georgetown Railroad into an extensive and connected
rails to trails system

Work with regional governmental entities to connect Temple to a
region-wide trail system

Develop trail and exercise stations at Kiwanis Park and West Ridge Park

Add looped park trails at: Prewitt, Waterford, Von Rosenberg, Walker,
Freedom, Hodges, and Scott and White parks

Develop the Bird Creek Trunk Line Trail between Lion’s Park
and Midway

Health and

GOALS LEGEND Wellness
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|l Maintenance @ Connectivity
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The following pages provide recommendations and additional details related to trails and trail amenities.

SUMMARY

Bike repair stations would provide cyclists the opportunity to repair their bikes on the
trail, particularly long-distance cyclists

Friar’s Creek Trail, on the south east side of town, has been a popular amenity and
connects Lion’s Junction with neighborhoods

The reconfiguration of the 24th bridge would provide pedestrian, bicycle, and scooter
access to the Veteran’s Administration hospital for several neighborhoods east of the
railroad tracks. Many of these residents are veterans that do not currently have a safe
passageway to the V.A.

Georgetown Railroad right-of-way can be developed into a community amenity, serving
as an east-west corridor in Temple and connect to Belton’s future trail system as well

Cooperation with jurisdictions near Temple can lead to trails that extend beyond the city
limits. As stated above, Georgetown Railroad is one opportunity but also the Leon River
and destinations such as Miller Springs

The installation of trail and exercise stations along the trail will provide park users a
variety of exercise options at Kiwanis Park and West Ridge Park

In-park trails provide a different user experience than the citywide system. These trails
are often close to home, provide for more passive use, and limit conflicts such as traffic
and more intense user groups. They are also better suited and more manageable for
the younger and older generations

The instillation of a trail between Lion’s Park and Midway Drive to provide a connection
between a regional park and residential area

Access and
Equitability
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1. Add bike repair stations for trail users

Installation of bicycle repair stations, where deemed appropriate within
the trails system, will provide cyclist the opportunity to make adjustments
and repairs while using the trail system. These stations provide an added
sense of comfort as cyclist attempt to ride longer distances through the
city and potentially the region. These repair stations are usually cost-
effective and are the type amenities that users outside of the region will
find attractive as the City markets its trail system beyond Tempile.

2. Expand the Friar’s Creek Trail to connect neighborhoods, streets,
schools and other community destinations where practical

Friar's Creek Trail has the potential to connect future neighborhoods to
South Temple Community Park and become a link to the Georgetown
Railroad trail system, once constructed. The proposed trails master

plan provides route extension recommendations to connect the trail to a
broader system. Friar’'s Creek is a great example of a greenway trail that
follows a linear park system in a north-south direction. Patrons can get on
and off this trail comfortably near their residence, parks, and schools.

3. Consider reconfiguring the 24th Street bridge to two lanes to
connect users to destinations

The 24th Street bridge currently connects MLK Street to a residential
neighborhood where many veterans live. Providing a pedestrian access
over this bridge will provide easier access to the resources of the Veterans
Administration facility to the west. Some of the citizens trying to get to the
V.A. suffer from disabilities and limitations and the passageway is difficult
to traverse. 24th Street is a four-lane facility that is not a thoroughfare and
is a candidate for a “lane reduction” that should include a one-side or two-
sided non-vehicular facility.
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4. Develop Georgetown Railroad into an extensive and connected
rails to trails system

Installation of bicycle repair stations, where deemed appropriate within
the trails system, will provide cyclist the opportunity to make adjustments
and repairs while using the trail system. These stations provide an added
sense of comfort as cyclist attempt to ride longer distances through the
city and potentially the region. These repair stations are usually cost-
effective and are the type amenities that users outside of the region will
find attractive as the City markets its trail system beyond Temple.

5. Work with regional governmental entities to connect Temple to a
region-wide trail system

The proximity of Temple to other jurisdictions in the region provides an
opportunity to form partnerships. The City of Temple should work with
regional governmental entities to create a region-wide trail system in

order to provide non-vehicular access to multiple destinations. Belton

and KTMPO have trails plans that will connect to Temple. This is critical
because the future will be a consolidated metro area and Belton, Morgan’s
Point, and Killeen will have more residents and businesses seeking
alternative transportation routes across the region.
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6. Develop trail and exercise stations at Kiwanis Park

Kiwanis Park is located within a residential neighborhood. The
development of an in-park trail will provide nearby residents a safe area
to walk. The addition of exercise stations within the park will provide users
options for their exercise routine, which may be combined with the trail
experience or stand-alone.

7. Develop trail and exercise stations at West Ridge Park
Exercise stations are becoming more popular with people who enjoy
working out in the outdoors and combining their cardio efforts with
strength-building. West Ridge Park is an underutilized park that does
not currently have a trail. The combination of these two new amenities
will provide for additional reasons for residents to spend time at this
neighborhood park.

8. Develop trails at: Prewitt, Waterford, Von Rosenberg, Walker,
Freedom, Hodges, and Scott and White parks

Park trail improvements are needed at these listed parks in order to
provide a better experience for users. Persistent attention to maintenance,
new trail extensions, and phased master plans are needed to continue

to keep pace with new growth, especially in areas that lag behind on
improvements or are being overextended. As these parks attract more and
more users, the amount of in-park trails will need to grow. In-park trails
often connect to the citywide system and can provide a launching point or
destination point for patrons.

In-park trails also serve as a fithess opportunity for parents or guardians
who can keep an eye on children as they play in the playground or
undefined space while able to exercise. In-park trails can be more efficient
from a maintenance and operation standpoint, in addition to emergency
services, lighting, and security.

9. Design and construct multiple trails throughout the City of Temple
to connect key areas

The design and construction of trails prioritized on 7.5 (on following page)
to connect multiple key destinations including residential neighborhoods,
schools, parks, recreational facilities, and trails is important to provide safe
pedestrian connections throughout the City of Temple.

These trails will allow safe pedestrian transportation from residential
neighborhoods to schools, commercial areas for shopping, and for
recreational activities.
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IMPLEMENTATION

143 Appendix | - Part 3 of 3
Parks and Recreation Assets



8.1 IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM

The Temple Parks and Trails Master Plan is the City’s principal guide for KEY CONTRIBUTORS IN IMPLEMENTING

providing parks and recreation services to current and future residents THIS EFFORT WILL INCLUDE:
in an efficient and equitable manner. The effective implementation of the

Temple Parks and Trails Master Plan will require a coordinated effort
among community leaders and residents, elected and appointed officials,
and external agencies.

»  Community volunteers, stakeholders;
* Adjacent communities (on projects that benefit both communities);
* Area property and business owners and the development community;

* Athletic leagues;
In order to offer superior services to the residents of Temple, the City must +  Bell County;

also partner with local, state, and federal entities that can be of assistance «  City Management and staff;

in enhancing the parks and trails system now and in the future. «  Local colleges and public school districts;

* Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS);
* Temple Reinvestment Zone #1;

* Temple’s elected and appointed officials;

* Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT);
»  Texas Master Gardeners;

* Texas Master Naturalists;

* Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD);
+ Texas State Land Office;

» United States Bureau of Land Management;

*  Youth associations;

+ Additional affected agencies and entities.
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IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN

A comprehensive parks and trails implementation action plan is
introduced in Figure 8.1, Prioritized Implementation Action Plan. Within
the figure, all actions recommended in Chapters 6 and 7 are categorized
according to timeframe.

The actions recommended within this plan are represented by one (1) or
more of the following five (5) categories:

e Capital Investment. Larger-scale capital improvements incorporated
into the greater capital improvement program or five-year Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP).

¢ Non-Capital Investment. Smaller-scale improvements which may
more likely be funded through the annual budgeting process or a staff-
led project.

e Operational Change. New or altered programs, staffing, or
operational procedures.

e Policy. Official procedures or policies used to make City decisions.

¢ Regulation. Council approved regulations used to direct growth or
additional actions.

e Study. Additional study or examination required to determine the

best result.

Some recommended plan actions may meet the definition of multiple
implementation categories.

PRIORITIZATION

The actions listed in Figure 8.1, Implementation Action Plan, are also divided
among three levels of prioritization:

* High Priority Actions. Actions which should be initiated within the next
one to two years (2020-2022) although completion may extend across a
larger timeframe. These are the City’s top priorities for implementation.

* Moderate Priority Actions. Actions which may be initiated within the
next three to five years (2023 - 2025).

* Long-Term Priority Actions. Most of these actions are projected to be
implemented in the long term (2026-2030) and may be further prioritized
in following plan updates. These actions are therefore not listed in a
numbered order.

Regardless of suggested priority, it is presumed that many of this plan’s
recommended actions will require ongoing effort and attention by the City,
which are noted as such.

PRIORITIZATION FACTORS

Any action listed in Figure 8.1 could be initiated sooner than suggested
if unique circumstances or opportunities occur. Nonetheless,
implementation priority suggested in this plan was informed by the
following prioritization factors:

* Level of need based on community and staff input (online survey results,
stakeholder meetings, public open houses, etc.);

»  Capacity of the City to fund implementation;
*  Capacity of the City to sustain operations; and

* Level of need based on the needs assessment.
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FIGURE 8.1, PRIORITIZED IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN - PARKS

INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS) POTENTIAL COST

ACTION ACTION TYPE

1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING RANGE

INDOOR FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS

A1 Make interior improvements to the Summit Recreation Center v $750,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
A2 Make interior improvements to the Blackmon Recreation Center N $400,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
A3 Expand the Sammons indoor pool facility to include a multi-purpose v $350,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

room for the swimming pool areas
A4 Reconstruct the restrooms at Clark Pool and Walker Pool N $450,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

A5 Construct a new lifeguard room and consider new amenities at Lions \ $250,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
Junction Park

A6 Construct equipment storage area at Wilson Park N $350,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

PARK GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

B.1 Acquire park land and trails to accommodate new growth per the v Funding to be determined STUDY / CAPITAL
guidance of this master plan INVESTMENT

B.2 Address park land deficit in areas identified in the master plan’s level of N Funding to be determined STUDY / CAPITAL
service analysis, such as areas that may include: INVESTMENT

a.) Neighborhood in the vicinity of Scott Elementary School
b.) Future development that is currently not within an existing service area

B.3 Explore the feasibility of a revenue-generating indoor athletic complex, N Staff Time STUDY
potentially at Crossroads Park
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INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS) POTENTIAL COST
1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING RANGE

ACTION

ACTION TYPE

PARK GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

B4 Develop concrete / in-ground skate park(s) in appropriate location’s to W $720,000 STUDY / CAPITAL
be determined INVESTMENT

B.5 Determine locations for off-leash dog parks within natural environments \ Staff Time STUDY
in new parks

B.6 Develop unprogrammed City-owned land following completion of site W V Staff Time, Funding to STUDY / NON-CAPITAL
master plans for the following parks: be determined INVESTMENT

» Kenny Martin Park
» Southwest Community Park
* Blackland Prairie Park

B.7 Identify opportunities to develop a contained exercise park with V Funding to be determined STUDY / CAPITAL
poured-in-place surfacing INVESTMENT
B.8 Develop a tennis center (to include two new tennis courts at Crossroads) v Staff Time, Funding to CAPITAL INVESTMENT

be determined

PARK GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

CA1 Design park landscaping to include educational prairie and pollinator V $1,000 per acre with seeding POLICY
fields in appropriate locations of the park system

C.2 Use conservation-oriented new parks as an educational tool for the v Staff Time OPERATIONAL CHANGE
natural beauty of the prairie and/or prairie meadow plants, for example,
Blackland Prairie Park

Cc3 Provide for wayfinding signage in parks and along trails consistent with W Funding to be determined OPERATIONAL CHANGE
the existing standards and design theme
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FIGURE 8.1, PRIORITIZED IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN - PARKS

ACTION INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS) POTENTIAL COST

1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING RANGE

ACTION TYPE

PARK DESIGN & EDUCATION

C4 Add additional signage along trails and within parks to educate the v V $1,000 per sign NON-CAPITAL
public on the health benefits of an active lifestyle, being in nature, INVESTMENT
staying hydrated, applying sunscreen, and other outdoor health tips

C5 Evaluate emergency preparedness throughout the parks and trails v Staff Time STUDY
system by considering access, egress, emergency response, blue-light
beacons, etc.

C.6 Review lighting throughout the parks system for security, light-sensitive N Staff Time STUDY
amenities, and after hour uses

c7 Apply environmental design principles as a key component of crime N Staff Time REGULATION /
prevention to provide patrons a greater sense of safety and comfort OPERATIONAL CHANGE

OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT

D.1 Develop a plan for water harvesting, re-use, or recirculation where v Staff Time STUDY / POLICY
feasible and manageable

D.2 Continue to update and improve communications to the public regarding N Staff Time OPERATIONAL CHANGE
parks, events, and recreation opportunities in coordination with the
Marketing and Communications Department

D.3 Ensure an educated and well-trained staff team through attendance at v Staff Time / Funding to be OPERATIONAL CHANGE
educational seminars, such as training on the creation of natural and/or determined
low maintenance areas that are seen as both attractive and functional

D4 Identify and take steps to achieve National Recreation and Parks V Staff Time STUDY / OPERATIONAL
Association (NRPA) accreditation from the Commission for Accreditation CHANGE
of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) in coordination with the
Performance Excellence Department
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INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS) POTENTIAL COST
1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING RANGE

ACTION TYPE

ACTION

OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT

D.5 Evaluate hours of operation for certain parks and facilities to determine if W Staff Time STUDY / OPERATIONAL
adjustments could be made for flexibility and usability CHANGE
D.6 Adopt a departmental strategic plan along with the standards of operation v Staff Time POLICY

guide that would include evaluation of ongoing and long-term staff needs

D.7 Evaluate the use of park rangers, safety patrol, and/or police officers, as V Staff Time STUDY
needed, to ensure the safety of patrons

D.8 Purchase a shuttle bus for mobile camps v $50,000 NON-CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

E.1 Replace scoreboards for athletic facilities throughout the park system V $150,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E.2 Improve facilities and amenities at Lions Park v $2,125,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E3 Improve facilities and amenities at Woodbridge Park N $670,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E4 Add parking improvements at Miller Park v $1,090,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E.5 Construct a picnic pavilion, replace the marquee and replace the V $527,500 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

playground at Gober House

E6 Improve facilities and amenities at Ferguson Park \ $1,012,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E7 Improve facilities and amenities at Von Rosenberg Park v $638,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E.8 Construct a pavilion and playground at Scott and White Park V $885,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
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FIGURE 8.1, PRIORITIZED IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN - PARKS

ACTION

INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS)

1-2

3-5

6-10+

ONGOING

POTENTIAL COST ACTION TYPE

RANGE

EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

E.9

E.10

E.11

E.12

E.13

E.14

E.15

E.16

E.17

E.18

Construct paved parking and trails at West Temple ParK

Improve facilities and amenities at Waterford Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Walker Park

Develop Phase Il improvements at Conner Park

Improve lighting throughout the parks system

Replace shade canopies at athletic fields throughout the community
Replace or upgrade playground equipment at the following parks:
Draughon, West Temple, Gober, Hodge, Waterford, Silverstone,
Nettles, Kiwanis, Baker, Walker

Construct new restrooms at Crossroads Park

Construct new restrooms along the Pepper Creek Trail

Construct new restrooms at Clark Pool and Walker Pool
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$838,000

$1,610,000

$620,000

$1,150,000

$4,000 each

$350,000

$1,980,000

$450,000

$350,000

$450,000

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT
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INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS) POTENTIAL COST
1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING RANGE

ACTION

ACTION TYPE

EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

E.19 Replace the slab at the Harold P. Rose Tennis Center v $400,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E.20 Improve facilities at Jackson Park + $280,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
E.21 Implement the next phase of recommendations of the Bend O’ the River v Staff Time CAPITAL INVESTMENT

Park Master Plan
E.22 Playground, shade structure and exercise facilities at Silverstone Park V $520,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

E.23 Improve facilities at Baker Field, including playground and v $225,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT
dugout improvements

E.24 Add a pavilion and playground at Temple South Rotary Park V $520,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

E.25 Construct meeting room / party room to be used as a rental facility N $350,000 CAPITAL INVESTMENT

E.26 Re-design the golf course and create a drainage master plan for v $7,845,000 STUDY / CAPITAL
Sammons Golf Course INVESTMENT
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FIGURE 8.1, PRIORITIZED IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN - PARKS

INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS) POTENTIAL COST

ACTION ACTION TYPE

1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING RANGE

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

F.1 Partner with local government entities to establish joint-use facilities on v Staff Time OPERATIONAL CHANGE
existing and future properties (e.g., parks and schools)

F.2 Foster community funding opportunities (e.g., donations and N Staff Time OPERATIONAL CHANGE
sponsorships) to provide playground and park amenities

F.3 Continue to build and collaborate with partnership groups for clean v Staff Time OPERATIONAL CHANGE
ups, tree plantings, and maintenance

F4 Partner with Baylor Scott and White and other medical and educational N Staff Time OPERATIONAL CHANGE
partners to develop and initiate a Wellness Program
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ACTION

TRAILS & TRAIL AMENITIES

Add user amenities along the trail system such as relief areas, fithess
and bike repair stations, etc.

Expand the Fryer’s Creek Trail to connect neighborhoods, streets,
schools and other community destinations where practical

Consider reconfiguring the 24th street bridge to a two-lane vehicular
street to provide for one-side pedestrian/bicycle/scooter lane and
prioritize a pedestrian route on MLK Dr. from Ave. N to the VA

Develop the Georgetown Railroad into an extensive and connected rails
to trails system

Work with regional governmental entities such as KTMPO and the City
of Belton to develop a regional trail network

Develop trail and exercise stations at Kiwanis Park

Develop a new trail and install exercise stations at Westridge Park

Add trails within the following parks: Prewitt, Westridge, Waterford,
Von Rosenberg, Walker, Hodges, Scott & White, Wilson

Prioritiy Trails

» Georgetown Railroad Trail #1
» Georgetown Railroad Trail #2
» Georgetown Railroad Trail #3
» Gateway Trail

» Hog Pen Creek Trail

* Veteran’s Trail

* Friar's Creek Trail Extension
* Lake Terrace Trail

* Ferguson Trail

* FM 2305 Trail Extension

* Bird Creek Interceptor Trail

* Pepper Creek Trail Extension
* Leon River / Belton Trail

FIGURE 8.2, PRIORITIZED IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN - CITYWIDE TRAILS

INITIATION TIME FRAME (YRS)

1-2 3-5 6-10+ ONGOING
v
v
Vv
v v
Vv
Vv
Vv
v v
Vv Vv v v

POTENTIAL COST

RANGE

$7 per sq. ft.

$7 per sq. ft.

Funding to be determined

$10 per sq. ft.

Staff Time

Funding to be determined

$7 per sq. ft.

Staff Time

$7 - $10 per sq. ft.

ACTION TYPE

NON-CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

STUDY / CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

STUDY / POLICY

STUDY / CAPITAL

INVESTMENT

CAPITAL INVESTMENT

STUDY / CAPITAL

INVESTMENT

STUDY / CAPITAL
INVESTMENT
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8.2 PLAN UPDATE

A long-term vision for Temple’s parks and trails system, containing a 10-
year plan of prioritized implementation actions, was created through a
vigorous public engagement process. Implementation by level of priority
and importance guarantees that the City is responding incrementally to
community needs and desires. This does not mean that the plan will serve
all needs and desires of the public for the entirety of the next 10 years; to
the contrary, it is projected to specify direction for implementation actions
prioritized to guide decisions through changing conditions and priorities. In
this respect, the following recommendations are highlighted as a means to
keep this plan up-to-date.

ANNUAL PROGRESS
REPORT AND UPDATE

FIVE-YEAR UPDATE

Five-Year Update. Undertaking an official plan update every five
years allows the City to remain competitive in the TPWD grants
process, as 5 year updates are needed for the grant scoring and/
or point system. This can be prepared and adopted in a short
report format and attached as a supplement to this plan.

10-Year Update. Towards the end of this plan’s time horizon, it is
recommended that the City prepare for a new master plan with an
assessment of facilities and priorities. While neither the 5-year or
10-year updated are strict requirements by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD) to continue qualification for grant
funding, TPWD does place a higher point value on creating a new
plan every 10 years.

TEN-YEAR UPDATE
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8.3 FUNDING SOURCES AND NEXT STEPS

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES GOVERNMENT GRANT SOURCES

Since funding is the overarching prerequisite to implement any of the Grants are non-repayable funds or products disbursed or gifted by
recommended actions, this plan identifies a series of potential funding a grantee (e.g., a government agency or department, business or
sources which may be helpful in achieving implementation in the most cost- corporation, foundation or trust) to a recipient (e.g., a nonprofit entity,
effective manner. Due to potential limitations of funding, it is recommended to educational institution, business or an individual). Typically, these
pursue outside sources whenever possible. Outside sources include grants, grants are for a defined project and may or may not come with special
partnerships with public agencies, and partnerships with private entities. requirements. A comprehensive list of available grant opportunities is

available in Appendix B, Potential Funding Opportunities.

CITY GENERATED FUNDING SOURCES

General fund expenditures (i.e., non-capital expenditures) are primarily used NEXT STEPS

for improvements or repairs to existing parks and facilities. Typical general Now that the master planning process is complete with a prioritized list
fund expenditures are for smaller repair and replacement efforts. These of action steps, the City of Temple should determine how to proceed
include the following: in the first step to implement this plan. This conversation should start

with an evaluation of the highest-priority projects and refinement of
costs, consideration of other Temple, jurisdictional or partnership
projects that may overlap or effect design and construction, and a
12-24 month plan of attack to fund or consider additional revenue
sources. The City is poised for success as it looks ahead to future
growth and prosperity in the community spurring quality open space
and amenities for those who call it home.

*  General fund expenditures

*  Municipal bonds

»  Temple Reinvestment Zone #1

*  Public Improvement Districts

*  Park donation funds

*  Park improvement fee funds

«  Cashin lieu of conveyance of land
o Ultility bill contributions

»  Tree restoration funds
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TEMPLE BY DESIGN PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY APPENDIX

TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Technical Review Committee (TRC) is made up of representatives
from the Planning Office, Police Department, Fire Department, Public
Works, Code Enforcement, and Public Health. Several meetings were held
with the TRC during the kickoff phase of the planning process to gather
input and steer the direction of the plan.

Key takeaways include:

*  Much of the city’s most suitable residential land is zoned industrial or
light industrial

* Tree preservation is a priority

«  City core infrastructure utilities need rehab

*  The city needs more mixed-use development

»  Parks are most needed in the western portion of the city
+  Gateways into the city are in need of improvement

«  The City should capitalize on the major highways passing through
Temple

*  The I-35 corridor built environment is in need of improvement

»  Water quality is an issue in the southern portion of the city

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee is made up of 15-18
members of the public, selected by City Council, to represent the views
of people from each council district. Several meetings were held with this
Committee to gather input and steer the desired direction of the plan.

Key takeaways include:
+  Gateways into the city are in need of improvement

«  The City should capitalize on the major highways passing through Temple

*  Growth of the city going south should be controlled

*  Major growth and redevelopment is trending eastward
* Access to the railroad should be increased

*  Access to the lake should be increased

*  Mixed-use development is needed

MOBILITY STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS

Several meetings were held with the various mobility stakeholders

in the City of Temple. This group of individuals was comprised of
transportation planners and engineers who are familiar with Temple’s
transportation infrastructure.

Key takeaways include:

* The public needs to be educated on the use of bike lanes and
crosswalks

* There is a need for more bike lanes citywide

* There is a need for more crosswalks citywide

«  There is a need for running trails citywide

+  The City needs to fix gaps in its existing trails system

*  New parks should be constructed within walking distance of schools;
Infrastructure to safely walk to school from parks is also needed

* There is a general need for stacking lanes

* Many existing roads need to be updated to handle current level
of traffic

»  Older areas of the city are in need of updated transportation
infrastructure
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PUBLIC MEETING OPEN HOUSE SERIES

(MAY 23 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2019)

The City of Temple held a series of public open house meetings that gathered
input on community preferences, existing issues, and future opportunities.
These meetings were used to help develop the updates to the Parks & Trails
Master Plan and Comprehensive Plan.

Five public open house events were held between May 23rd and
September 3rd, 2019 at various locations throughout the city. Evening open
houses were held between 5:30 and 7:30 pm at: Sammons Community
Center, 2220 W. Ave D; Wilson Park Recreation Center, 2205 Curtis B.
Elliott Drive; and, the Gober Party House, 1516 W. Ave. H. The first meeting
was a joint kickoff meeting and input was taken relating to both the Parks &
Trails Plan and the Comprehensive Plan. In the subsequent four meetings,
one was focused on the Comprehensive Plan, and the remaining three, the
Parks and Trails Master Plan.

Several members of the public attended the five combined events. All events
were staffed by multiple members of the consultant team and City staff and
included/unnecessary public information boards, voting ‘preference’ boards,
comment cards, and stations to complete the on-line public survey.

All results provided in this appendix are cumulative — reflecting all five
combined events.
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TELL US YOUR VISION

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR YOUR VISION OF THE FUTURE OF TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE OF TEMPLE # OF RESPONSES % OF RESPONSES!
Dowtown as a Destination 61 16.5
Strong Economy 57 15.4
Public Safety 52 14.1
Community Character 49 13.2
Parks & Trails 44 1.9
Jobs 36 9.7
Community Gathering Spaces 29 7.8
Traffic Congestion 21 5.7
Housing Affordability 20 54
(Other comments)

Something Else - Other 1 0.3
Total # of Responses 370

"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE OF HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE OF HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS IN TEMPLE # OF RESPONSES % OF RESPONSES!
Single-Family Neighborhood 65 22.6
Dowtown Lofts 49 17.0
Retirement Living 44 15.3
Patio/garden Homes 40 13.9
Large Lot Single-Family 26 9.0
Town Homes 25 8.7
Cottages 23 8.0
Apartments 10 3.5
Duplex 4 1.4
(Other comments)

Historic District 1 0.3
Community First Village (for former homeless) 1 0.3
Total # of Responses 288

"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION & MOBILITY IN TEMPLE # OF RESPONSES % OF RESPONSES!
Trails & Sidewalks 7 231

Street Maintenance 75 225

Street Design for All Users 63 18.9

Ease Congestion 34 10.2

Bus Service 34 10.2

Traffice Calming & Safety 25 7.5

Improved Highway Access 14 4.2

Traffic Enforcement 12 3.6

Total # of Responses 334

"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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DO THE EXISTING GUIDING PRINCIPLES REMAIN IMPORTANT FOR THE FUTURE OF TEMPLE?
(PART 1 - IMPORTANCE)

PLACE 1 STICKY DOT IN THE COLUMN THAT BEST DESCRIBES YOUR FEELINGS ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING GUIDING PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLES ARE THESE GUIDING PRINCIPLES STILL IMPORTANT?
IMPORTANT NEUTRAL NOT IMPORTANT
Community Character Provide policies that effectively plan for future growth, development 100% (55) 0% (0) 0% (0)

and redevelopment with the intent of maintaining and strengthening the
existing character of the community

Economic Development Gain allies with guidance for pursuing opportunities to achieve 98% (49) 2% (1) 0% (0)
employment growth and economic vitality for the City of Temple

Growth Guide how growth, new development, and redevelopment within and 94% (46) 6% (3) 0% (0)
surrounding Temple should occur in an orderly and beneficial manner
consistent with fiscal and community considerations

Housing Establish a variety of housing options to meet the needs of varying 98% (43) 0% (0) 2% (1)
income levels within the city while sustaining the integrity of
neighborhoods and quality of existing older homes

Transportation Achieve a well-balanced and comprehensive transportation system that 78% (32) 17% (7) 5% (2)
offers a choice of modes and be appropriately designed for safety and
visual appeal
Total Responses 94% (225) 5% (11) 1% (3)
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DO THE EXISTING GUIDING PRINCIPLES REMAIN IMPORTANT FOR THE FUTURE OF TEMPLE?
(PART 2 - PERFORMANCE)

PLACE 1 STICKY DOT IN THE COLUMN THAT BEST DESCRIBES YOUR FEELINGS ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING GUIDING PRINCIPLES

PRINCIPLES HOW IS TEMPLE DOING IN MEETING THESE PRINCIPLES?
SUCCEEDING NOT SURE FALLING BEHIND
Community Character Provide policies that effectively plan for future growth, development 53% (23) 33% (14) 14% (6)

and redevelopment with the intent of maintaining and strengthening the
existing character of the community

Economic Development Gain allies with guidance for pursuing opportunities to achieve 59% (22) 32% (12) 8% (3)
employment growth and economic vitality for the City of Temple

Growth Guide how growth, new development, and redevelopment within and 51% (20) 33% (13) 15% (6)
surrounding Temple should occur in an orderly and beneficial manner
consistent with fiscal and community considerations

Housing Establish a variety of housing options to meet the needs of varying 21% (9) 48% (20) 31% (13)
income levels within the city while sustaining the integrity of
neighborhoods and quality of existing older homes

Transportation Achieve a well-balanced and comprehensive transportation system that 7% (3) 26% (11) 67% (28)
offers a choice of modes and be appropriately designed for safety and
visual appeal

Total Responses 38% (77) 34% (70) 28% (56)
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PARK ELEMENT IMPROVEMENTS

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR NEW/IMPROVED PARK ELEMENTS IN TEMPLE PARKS? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR NEW/IMPROVED PARK ELEMENTS IN TEMPLE # OF RESPONSES % OF RESPONSES!
Trail Connectivity to Parks and Other Destinations 55 15.9
Lighting 48 13.9
Restrooms 44 12.8
Community Gardens 44 12.8
Natural Areas 40 1.6
Internal Park Loop Trail 26 7.5
Athletic Fields 21 6.1
Performance Spaces 19 55
Separated Play Areas for Different Age Groups 17 4.9
Sports Courts 16 4.6
Open Play Areas 8 23
Picnic Facilities 7 2.0
Total # of Responses 334

"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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WHAT TYPES OF PARKS ARE MOST NEEDED?

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR MOST-NEEDED TYPES OF PARKS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR MOST-NEEDED TYPES OF PARKS IN TEMPLE # OF RESPONSES % OF RESPONSES!
Linear Parks/Greenways 55 19.1
Neighborhood Park 46 16.0
Community Park 44 15.3

Social Spaces 38 13.2

Indoor Facilities 32 1.1

Regional Park 27 9.4

Special Use Parks 27 9.4
Mini/Pocket Park 19 6.6

Total # of Responses 288

"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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ARE THE GOALS FROM THE 2014 MASTER PLAN STILL IMPORTANT? (#1)

PLACE 3 STICKY DOTS IN THE COLUMN THAT BEST DESCRIBES YOUR FEELINGS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF EACH GOAL.
(1 VERY IMPORTANT - 5 LEAST IMPORTANT)

GOALS # OF VOTES
1 2 3 4 5
The parks system will be environmentally sustainable 91% 0% 3% 6% 0%
Preserve open space, cultural landscapes, and natural resources within Temple 82% 12% 0% 0% 6%
Expand the parks system to meet the needs of all future residents in Temple, and develop 76% 6% 9% 0% 9%

neighborhood parks as central recreation on green spaces within the neighborhoods they serve

Continue to fund the Parks and Recreation Department to provide a superior level of maintenance 64% 27% 2% 0% 7%
and quality facilities

Work towards transforming Temple’s parks, recreation, and open spaces into one of the best 61% 21% 6% 3% 9%
systems in the State of Texas

Create a citywide trails network that connects parks, schools, businesses, neighborhoods, civic 71% 4% 9% 4% 13%
facilities, and key destinations with a series of on-street pedestrian and bicycle facilities

Create a unique, customized “Temple” look within parks 35% 22% 9% 4% 30%

Total Responses 70% 38% 5% 2% 10%
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ARE THE GOALS FROM THE 2014 MASTER PLAN STILL IMPORTANT? (#2)

PLACE 1 STICKY DOT IN THE COLUMN THAT BEST DESCRIBES YOUR FEELINGS ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING GUIDING PRINCIPLES

GOALS IMPORTANT NEUTRAL NOT IMPORTANT

Work towards transforming Temple’s parks, recreation, and open spaces into one of the best systems in 93% 7% 0%
the State of Texas

Continue to fund the Parks and Recreation Department to provide a superior level of maintenance and 100% 0% 0%
quality facilities

Preserve open space, cultural landscapes, and natural resources within Temple 91% 9% 0%

Create a citywide trails network that connects parks, schools, businesses, neighborhoods, civic facilities, 91% 9% 0%
and key destinations with a series of on-street pedestrian and bicycle facilities

Expand the parks system to meet the needs of all future residents in Temple, and develop neighborhood 100% 0% 0%
parks as central recreation on green spaces within the neighborhoods they serve

Create a unique, customized “Temple” look within parks 100% 0% 0%
The parks system will be environmentally sustainable 100% 0% 0%
Total Responses 96% 4% 0%
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TRAILS

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR TRAILS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP CHOICE.

WHICH TYPE OF TRAIL DO YOU USE MOST OFTEN? % OF RESPONSES!
Regional Trails 49.5
Neighborhood Trails 28.6
Park Trails 22.0

Total Responses

WHICH TYPE OF TRAIL WOULD YOU LIKE TO USE MORE, BUT DON’T CURRENTLY?

Regional Trails 43.5
Neighborhood Trails 29.0
Park Trails 27.5

Total Responses
"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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TRAIL FACILITIES

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR TRAIL FACILITIES IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR FACILITY TYPES IN TEMPLE % OF RESPONSES!
Shared-Use Paths 34.6
Sidewalks/Sidepaths 27.6
Off-Road Trails 222
Walkway Connections 15.7

Total Responses

PRIORITIES FOR FACILITY MATERIALS IN TEMPLE

Concrete 30.7
Crushed Granite 271
Natural Surface 21.7
Asphalt 20.5

Total Responses
"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%

a-14 R BY DESIGN 170 Appendix | - Part 3 of 3
Parks and Recreation Assets



PARK BEAUTIFICATION

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR PARK BEAUTIFICATION IN TEMPLE PARKS? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR PARK BEAUTIFICATION IN TEMPLE % OF RESPONSES!
Preservation of Existing Trees 19.1
Repair/Replace Amenities 15.3
Water-wise Landscaping 134
Plant Native Species 12.4
High Quality Signage 10.8
Shade Structure Over Playgrounds 10.2
High Quality Landscaping 9.9
Additional Waste Receptacles 6.4
Irrigate Actively Used Areas 1.9

Total Responses

(OTHER COMMENTS)

Add Recycling Bins in Parks 0.3
Fix Damaged Trashcans
Remove Trash from Pool

Dog Park 0.3
Add Water Fountains in Parks
Add Signs that have Fun Facts about the Area

Total Responses
Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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INDOOR FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR INDOOR FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

ACTION % OF RESPONSES!
Make interior improvements to the Summit Recreation Center 33.3

Make interior improvements to the Blackmon Recreation Center 19.4

Expand the Sammons indoor pool facility to include a multi-purpose room for the swimming pool areas 13.9
Reconstruct the restrooms at Clark Pool and Walker Pool 13.9

Construct a new lifeguard room and consider new amenities at Lions Junction Park 111

Construct a parks equipment storage area at Wilson Park 8.3

Total Responses

"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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PARK GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR PARK GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 2 CHOICES.

ACTION % OF RESPONSES!

Address park land deficit in areas identified in the master plan’s level of service analysis, such as areas that may include: 21.3
a.) Neighborhood in the vicinity of Scott Elementary School

b.) Neighborhood in the vicinity of 5th Street and Marlanwood Road

c.) Future development that is currently not within an existing service area”

Develop unprogrammed City-owned land following completion of site master plans for the following parks: Kenny Martin Park, 21.3
Southwest Communtiy Park, Backland Praire Park

Determine locations for off-leash dog parks within natural environments in new parks 17.3
Acquire park land and trails to accommodate new growth per the guidance of this master plan 14.7
Develop tennis center (to include two new tennis courts at Crossroads) 9.3
Explore the feasibility of a revenue-generating indoor athletic complex, potentially at Crossroads Park 8.0
Develop a concrete / in-ground skate park(s) in an appropriate location to be determined 6.7
Identify opportunities to develop a contained exercise park with poured-in-place surfacing 1.3

Total Responses
'Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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PARK DESIGN & EDUCATION

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR PARK DESIGN & EDUCATION IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 2 CHOICES.

ACTION % OF RESPONSES!
Review lighting throughout the parks system for security, light-sensitive amenities, and after hour uses 17.2
Design park landscaping to include educational prairie and pollinator fields in appropriate locations of the park system 14.9
Apply environmental design principles as a key component of crime prevention to provide patrons a greater sense of safety and comfort 14.9
Use conservation-oriented new parks as an education tool for the natural beauty of the prairie and/or prairie meadow plants, for 12.6

example, Blackland Prairie Park

Create master plans for additional undeveloped or underdeveloped parkland (e.g., Southwest Community Park, Kenny Martin Park, 11.5
Blackland Prairie Park, etc.)

Add additional signage along trails and within parks to educate the public on the health benefits of an active lifestyle, being in nature, 10.3
staying hydrated, applying sunscreen, and other outdoor health tips

Provide for wayfinding signage in parks and along trails consistent with the existing standards and design theme 9.2

Evaluate emergency preparedness throughout the parks and trails system by considering access, egress, emergency response, 9.2
blue-light beacons, etc

Total Responses
'Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 2 CHOICES.

ACTION % OF RESPONSES!
Evaluate the use of park rangers, safety patrol, and/or police officers, as needed, to ensure the safety of patrons 24.3
Develop a plan for water harvesting, re-use, or recirculation where feasible and manageable 20.3
Continue to update and improve communications to the public regarding parks, events, and recreation opportunities in 17.6

coordination with the Marketing and Communications Department

Identify and take steps to achieve National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) accreditation from the Commission for 10.8
Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) in coordination with the Performance Excellence Department

Ensure an educated and well-trained staff team through attendance at educational seminars, such as training on the creation of 9,5
natural and/or low maintenance areas that are seen as both attractive and functional

Adopt a departmental strategic plan along with the standards of operation guide that would include evaluation of ongoing and 9.5
long-term staff needs

Evaluate hours of operation for certain parks and facilities to determine if adjustments could be made for flexibility and usability 54
Purchase a shuttle bus for mobile camps 2.7

Total Responses
'Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

ACTION % OF RESPONSES!
Construct new restrooms along the Pepper Creek Trail 10.9
Implement the next phase of recommendations of the Reuben D. Talasek Bend O’ the River Park Master Plan 6.5

Construct paved parking and trails at West Temple Park 5.5

Improve lighting throughout the parks system 5.5

Construct trail and install exercise stations at Westridge Park 5.0

Improve facilities and amenities at Lions Park 4.5

Replace shade canopies at athletic fields throughout the community 4.5

Add a pavilion and playground at Temple South Rotary Park 4.5

Improve facilities and amenities at Ferguson Park 4.0

Develop Phase Il improvements at Conner Park 4.0

Replace or upgrade playground equipment at the following parks: Draughon, West Temple, Gober, Hodge, Waterford, Silverstone, 4.0

Nettles, Kiwanis, Baker, Walker

Re-design golf course and create a drainage master plan for Sammons Golf Course 4.0

Construct new restrooms at Crossroads Park 3.5

Develop a new trail and install exercise stations at Kiwanis Park 3.5

Add parking improvements at Miller Park 3.0
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WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 3 CHOICES.

ACTION

Construct a pavilion and playground at Scott & White Park

Construct new restrooms at Clark Pool and Walker Pool

Construct an additional football field, additional restrooms, and extend the park trail at Wilson Park
Construct a picnic pavilion, replace the marquee and replace the playground at Gober House
Improve facilities at Jackson Park

Playground, shade structure and exercise facilities at Silverstone Park

Replace scoreboards for athletic facilities throughout the park system

Improve facilities and amenities at Woodbridge Park

Replace the slab at the Harold P. Rose Tennis Center

Improve facilities and amenities at Waterford Park

Improve facilities at Baker Field, including field and dugout improvements

Develop Phase Il of the master plan at Freedom Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Walker Park

Improve facilities and amenities at Von Rosenberg Park

Total Responses
Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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% OF RESPONSES!

3.0
3.0
25
25
25
25
20
2.0
2.0
1.5
1.5
1.0
1.0

0.5
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TRAILS & TRAIL AMENITIES

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR TRAILS AND TRAIL AMENITIES IN TEMPLE? SELECT YOUR TOP 2 CHOICES.

ACTION % OF RESPONSES!
Develop linkage trails based on trails master plan priorities 22.7
Develop the Georgetown Railroad into an extensive and connected rails to trails system 21.6
Work with regional governmental entities such as KTMPO and the City of Belton to develop a regional trail network 18.2
Add user amenities along the trail system such as relief areas, fithess and bike repair stations, etc. 10.2
Add trails within the following parks: Prewitt, West Ridge, Waterford, Von Rosenberg, Walker, Freedom, Hodges, Scott & White, Wilson 10.2
Consider reconfiguing the 24th street bridge to a two-lane vehicular street to provide for one-side pedestrian/bicycle/scooter lane and 9.1
prioritize a pedestrian route on MLK Dr. from Ave. N to the VA
Expand the Fryer’s Creek Trail to connect neighborhoods, streets, schools and other community destinations where practical 8.0
Total Responses
"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS IN TEMPLE PARKS? SELECT YOUR TOP 2 CHOICES.

PRIORITIES FOR NEW/IMPROVED PARK ELEMENTS IN TEMPLE # OF RESPONSES % OF RESPONSES!
Continue to build and collaborate with partnership groups for cleanups, tree plantings, and maintenance 15 29.4
Partner with local government entities to establish joint-use facilities on existing and future properties (e.g., 14 27.5

parks and schools)

Partner with Baylor-Scott and White and other medical and educational partners to develop and initiate a 14 27.5
Wellness Program

Foster community funding opportunities (e.g., donations and sponsorships) to provide playground and park 8 15.7

amenities
51

Total # of Responses
"Due to rounding, total % of responses may not equal 100%
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DESCRIBE TEMPLE IN ONE WORD
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JOINT MEETING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, PLEASE WRITE THEM ON A COMMENT CARD.

CONSOLIDATED COMMENTS (ALL COMMENTS LISTED WERE RECEIVED MULTIPLE TIMES BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC)

Canyon Creek; Hickory; All of Stratford needs traffic calming and speed control methods

Relieve street congestion on 31st and South 190

Connect city with hike & bike trails to all parks

Overall quality of life

Desire for diversity in housing such as multi-family and townhomes to combat single family sprawl
Need more trails with natural surfacing

Desire to keep small town feel

Desire for low-income affordable housing
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MEETING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, PLEASE WRITE THEM ON A COMMENT CARD.

CONSOLIDATED COMMENTS (ALL COMMENTS LISTED WERE RECEIVED MULTIPLE TIMES BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC)

Desire to keep small town feel

Dissatisfaction with duplexes

Desire for urban feel and walkability

Desire for diversity in housing such as multifamily and townhomes to combat single family spraw!
Desire for low-income affordable housing

Implement recycling in parks; Increase amount of park amenities provided in parks and trails such as water fountains, benches, and trash cans
Maintenance of existing park facilities is needed

Desire to expand bus transit system

Concern about rising crime rates and safety in Temple

Desire to increase enforcement of existing laws and building codes; Increase safety in Temple
Desire for citywide trails system that provides multi-modal options for transportation

Need more trails with natural surfacing

General need for sidewalks across all of the City

Desire for a new dog park; Existing dog park is flood prone

Character development is a priority that is currently lacking

Desire for parks for people with disabilities

Overall quality of life
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PARKS MASTER PLAN MEETING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, PLEASE WRITE THEM ON A COMMENT CARD.

CONSOLIDATED COMMENTS (ALL COMMENTS LISTED WERE RECEIVED MULTIPLE TIMES BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC)

Skatepark lighting is needed

Additional skatepark or addition to current skatepark is needed

Signage in parks needs improvement

Implement recycling in parks/Increase amount of park amenities provided in parks and trails such as water fountains, benches, and trash cans
Plant additional trees in Temple parks

Need more trails with natural surfacing

Maintenance of existing park facilities is needed

Desire for parks for people with disabilities

Trails are most needed in north Temple

Connect city with hike & bike trails to all parks
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PUBLIC ONLINE SURVEY (MARCH 26 - JUNE 21, 2019)

Two on-line community surveys were administered for Temple by Design, one for the
comprehensive plan and one for the parks and trails master plan, both open from
March to June 2019. The focus of the comprehensive plan survey was to gauge
residents’ perceptions of Temple today, and gain an understanding of the desires

of citizens for the future. The surveys were available online and were provided

on computer stations and tablets at various public events. The focus of the parks
and trails master plan survey was to gauge residents’ perceptions of the Temple
park system and their preferences for park space, trails, and facilities. This section
includes a breakdown of key findings from the community surveys. Although this
summary highlights the key inputs and priorities derived from the survey results,

ideas that were not reflected as priorities will also be considered in the subsequent
goals and actions of both plans.

A total of 474 survey responses were received for the comprehensive plan survey
and 316 responses for the parks and trails master plan survey. Note that the number
of responses varies for each question depending on how many people answered
that question (some respondents skipped questions due to time constraints or may
have preferred not to answer).

Some demographic questions and open-ended responses are not included in this
summary. For full survey results, please contact the City of Temple.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SURVEY RESULTS

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN TEMPLE? (472 RESPONSES) WHAT IS YOUR APPROXIMATE AGE? (471 RESPONSES)

§

UMY/ More than 20 years

2
(N 1-3 years

PAWA 45-54 years old

S 11-20 years

S50 55-64 years old

R/ 20-34 years old
13.1 % ENAEES :

1
(RN 35-44 years old
65 years old +
Under 20 years old

(OB 5-10 years

$

WHAT AREA OF TEMPLE DO YOU LIVE? (470 RESPONSES)

)

51674 Under 1 year

PR/ | do not live in Temple

CIOVAW Zone 4

17 % [RAGER
(A5 Zone 3
(KWW Zone 2

10.6 % LLE

“U¢lV4 | Outside City of Temple/ETJ

4
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HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH THE CITY OF TEMPLE? (473 RESPONSES)

As a place to work | -
As a place to live [N |
As a place to raise a family | |
As a place to retire B ] ||

Overall quality of life

As a place to do business [ NN |
Overall quality of City services [ NN |
Overall Image and reputation [ N R |
Overall quality of residential development | [
Asaplace toplay [N [
Overall quality of commercial development | |
0% 50% 100%
. Very Important . Important Undecided . Not Important Not Important at All
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HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH THE CITY OF TEMPLE’S PERFORMANCE IN EACH OF THE
FOLLOWING AREAS? (472 RESPONSES)

Encouraging economic growth |1 m
Developing a future vision for the community e ||
Encouraging citizen involvement B ] ]
Planning for future needs of the community e I
Maintaining quality of life [ ] [
Listening to citizens | ]
City government communication B I
Managing City funds | ||
Value of taxes paid [ ] [
City government transparency [ I |
Implementing effective land use and zoning e ] I
Controlling quality of development b ] [ ]
0% 50% 100%
. Very Satisfied . Satisfied Dissatisfied . Very Dissatisfied No opinion
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HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH EACH OF THE SERVICES LISTED? (405 RESPONSES)

Fire protection

Emergency medical services
Police protection

Parks

Library services and programs
Trails

Recreational services and programs
Trash / recycling

Community events

Traffice enforcement

Municipal courts

Water / wastewater services
Senior services and programs
Code enforcement

Street maintenance and repair
Animal control

Sidewalk maintenance and repair

Storm drainage / flood protection

B satisfied

. Very Satisfied Neutral

A-32 |iENahg BY DESIGN

. Somewhat Dissatisfied

0% 50%

Dissatisfied
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100%
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OF THE FOLLOWING QUALITY OF LIFE FACTORS, PICK A MINIMUM OF THREE WHICH ARE
MOST IMPORTANT. (465 RESPONSES)

72.7%
56%
45.9%
37.4%
35.1%
28.1% 27.9%
24.1% 23.7%
19.5%
Safe Overall cost Schools and Housing Parks & Employment Shopping/ Healthcare Community City services
neighborhoods of living education affordability Recreational opportunity  Retail options character/
opportunities identity
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HOW IMPORTANT IS IT FOR THE CITY OF TEMPLE TO ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING ISSUES IN
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IN THE NEAR FUTURE? (472 RESPONSES)

Reducing crime

Improving or adding sidewalks / places to walk

Improving the condition of streets / sidewalks

Improving the overall condition of properties

Increasing code enforcement

Improving the overall condition of housing

Addressing stray animals

Providing additional trails in close proximity

Providing additional parks or recreation amenities in close proximity

Addressing too much on-street parking in my neighborhood

Reducing the speed of traffic within my neighborhood

Infill of vacant housing or lots

0% 50% 100%

. Very Important . Important Undecided . Somewhat Important Not Important at All
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HOW IMPORTANT ARE THE FOLLOWING ECONOMIC FACTORS TO YOU? (471 RESPONSES)

Quality of public schools
Available jobs

Taxes

Employee compensation

Sustainability

Aesthetics / appearance of development
Parks, trails, and resources for recreation
Creative and cultural arts scene / museums

Affordable housing

Ability to take an active role in the community
Ability to walk to shops and restaurants

Diversity

Parking availability

Branding and image

Vibrant nightlife
0% 50% 100%

. Very Important . Important Undecided . Somewhat Important Not Important at All
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WHAT CONCERNS YOU MOST ABOUT THE FUTURE OF TEMPLE? (464 RESPONSES)

‘ PIWZ8 Unmanaged Growth
PZR M Other
16:8 % WIEli

‘ ZREVAN  Increased Housing Prices

10.8 % Loss of Open Space/Natural
Resources

Loss of Character
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PARKS & TRAILS MASTER PLAN SURVEY RESULTS

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN TEMPLE? (316 RESPONSES)

PrER7M 1-3 years

(NG 4-7 years

WHAT AREA OF TEMPLE DO YOU LIVE? (316 RESPONSES)

KAV Zone 4
NN/ Zone 2
(|51 2 Zone 5
14.6 % RALCE

13 % ANCE]

WAL/ Under 1 year

RV 8-10 years
16.1 % IAEANEES
Al I8 More than 20 years

PR/ | do not live in Temple

<171/ | Outside City of Temple/ETJ

DO YOU HAVE ANY CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE 19 LIVING IN

YOUR HOME? (311 RESPONSES)

Children under

193

Children ages Children ages
10- 14 15-19
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HOW SATISFIED OR DISSATISFIED ARE YOU WITH THE QUALITY, APPEARANCE, AND
MAINTENANCE OF THE FOLLOWING PARKS AND REC ELEMENTS? (315 RESPONSES)

Aquatic amenities (e.g., pool, splash pad, etc) | I
Playgrounds | I
Sports courts (e.g., basketball, tennis) | I
Trails | I
Overall park properties |1 I
0% 50% 100%
. Very Satisfied . Satisfied No Opinion . Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied
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IN THE PAST YEAR, HOW OFTEN HAVE YOU OR YOUR FAMILY PARTICIPATED IN OR USED
THE FOLLOWING? (314 RESPONSES)

Walked for fitness or to get somewhere in the City

Used a private gym or fitness center

Visited a City park or park facility

Visited a City playground

Rode a bicycle for fitness or to get somewhere in the City

Visited a City park pavilion

Visited one of the City’s recreation centers

Visited a school park in the evenings, on the weekends, or during the summer
Participated in any class or program offered by the Temple Parks & Recreation Department
Visited one of the City’s four pools (Lions Junction Family Water Park, Sammons Indoor Pool, Clark Pool, Walker Pool)
Participate in a youth athletic league

Used a City facility for a meeting

Participated in activities for seniors

Participated in an adult athletic league

Attended a Temple Parks & Recreation Department special event, such as Bloomin Temple,
Hot Summer Sounds, Haunted Hayride, Christmas Parade, Father/Daughter Dance, etc.

0% 50% 100%

. Daily . At Least Once a Week . Few Time Per Month . Few Times Per Year . Rarely . Never

105 APPENDIX A - PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT [REZlE] A-39

Parks and Recreation Assets



TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ITS GROWING POPULATION, THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL FUNDING, HOW STRONGLY WOULD YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE THE CITY
CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL STRATEGIES? (308 RESPONSES)

Publish list of volunteer and donation opportunities to allow public to help improve City parks [ e |

Support a bond issuance

Increase rental fees for park facilities

Increase fees for those who utilize specialized or maintenance intensive recreation facilities

e I
e I

Increase fees for those who participate in recreation programming G I
e I
e

Increase the Department’s annual budget [ |
0% 50% 100%
. Strongly Support . Support Unsure . Oppose Strongly Oppose
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THE CITY IS ESTABLISHING A SERIES OF PRIORITIES TO DIRECT FUTURE ACTIONS FOR
PARKS, TRAILS, AND OPEN SPACE. PLEASE INDICATE HOW IMPORTANT THE FOLLOWING
ACTIONS ARE TO YOU. (306 RESPONSES)

Work to preserve environmentally sensitive areas, such as natural creek corridors

More fully develop the parkland and open space that the City already owns

Develop major trails for transportation and recreation in each sector of the City
Develop signature park facilities, such as a botanical garden, festival grounds, or downtown park
Improve park security

Renovate existing neighborhood parks, playgrounds, shelters, parking, etc.

Partner with school district to provide mutually beneficial facilities and programs
Improve and enhance maintenance of park facilities

Acquire and develop additional parkland

Provide parks and amenities that can be used by people with disabilities
Renovate the existing public pools

Develop additional water recreation (splash pads, swimming pools, etc.)

Have larger parks with more amenities within driving distance of residences
Develop an indoor aquatics center (slides, lazy river, etc.)

Renovate existing athletic facilities (soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.)
Develop large indoor, multi-use indoor sports facility

Work to increase diversity of recreational amenities in parks

Work to increase diversity of recreational programming/events in parks

Have smaller parks with fewer amenities within walking distance of residences
Expand youth recreation programs

Increase number of athletic facilities in parks (soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.)

Expand adult athletic leagues

0% 50% 100%

. Very Important . Important Undecided . Not Important Not Important at All
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WHAT IS KEEPING YOU FROM USING THE PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES IN TEMPLE

MORE? (253 RESPONSES)

34%
27%
26%
24%
23%
16%
15%
Other There is not Lack of Lack of time Parks and No parks Recreation
(please enough active  maintenance/ or interest recreation located programs
specify) transportation upkeep in facilities don’t near me offered by
connectivity (e.g., City owned, meet my needs the City do
trails, sidewalks, operated, and not meet
bike facilities) maintained my needs
parks or city
administered
recreation
programs
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WHICH AGE GROUP NEEDS MORE ATHLETIC OR RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS (1 HIGHEST
NEED - 6 LOWEST NEED)? (251 RESPONSES)

m M

Highest Need

Young children (5 and under)
Children (6 - 10)

Children / teen (11 - 17)
Adults (18 - 40)

Adults (41 - 55)

Seniors ( 56 and older)

W MW+ HWs e

Lowest Need

0%

199

50% 100%
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TEMPLE BY DESIGN

BLUEPRINT FOR THE FUTURE
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KTMPs

KILLEEN-TEMPLE
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Texas A&M University
Central Texas
The Forge Trail System
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KILLEEN-TEMPLE
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

1/6/2025

Ta:

Chris Sheffield | Program Manager

Recreational Trails Program / Off-Highway Vehicle Program

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department | State Parks Division | Recreation Grants
4200 Smith School Rd | Austin, TX 78744

Subject: Letter of Support for the Texas A&M University-Central Texas Forge Trail System - Phase 1
Development

Dear Mr. Sheffield,

As Director of the Killeen-Temple Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and a representative of
the respective community, | am pleased to offer our support for the proposed Forge Trail System at
Texas A&M University—-Central Texas (TAMU-CT)

The Killeen-Temple MPQO and TAMU-CT are collaborative partners that will demonstrate planning
readiness, strengthen grant competitiveness, and promote multimodal integration by contributing
their GIS layers to the Regional Active Transportation Plan and actively engaging in our planning
process.

The Forge Trail System at TAMU-CT will provide significant benefits to our region by expanding access
to safe, non-motorized trails, and promoting outdoor recreation for residents, military families, and
visitors. The project will enhance quality of life in Central Texas by creating opportunities for walking,
running, bicycling, and nature observation. It will also serve as an educational resource, connecting
people to the unigue ecological and cultural features of our area. These benefits align with
community priorities for health, wellness, and environmental stewardship.

We commend TAMU-CT for its leadership in advancing this vigion and believe the Forge Trail System
will become a valuable asset for our region. | encourage full consideration of this proposal under the
Recreational Trails Program.

Thank you for your commitment to supporting projects that strengthen communities and preserve
Texas’ natural heritage.,

Sinceré/ly/
Ucf'y N:l:;on )/7; D

Diractor of Planning and RegionalServices
Killeen-Temple MPO
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Texas A&M University-Central Texas
Trall Slte Map
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Texas A&M University-Central Texas

Campus Site Map
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Texas A&M University-Central Texas
Site Photos
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Texas A&M University-Central Texas
Additional Site Photos
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Texas A&M University-Central Texas

Topo Map
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Village of Salado
Comprehensive Plan

April 2019
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Village of

Salado

Texas

C OMPREHENSIVE. FLAN

INCLUDES:
Part I:
The Foundation
Part 2:
The Guiding Principles

Part 3:

The Future Land Use Plan 5 PAHTEN a“ﬁ!ﬁ‘?’

Part 4 i R

The Transportation Plan

Part 5:
The Parks ¢ Recreation Plan

Part 6:
The Public Facilities Plan

Part7:
Historic Preservation Strategies

Part8:
Corridor Design Studies

Part 9:
Community Livability Guidelines

Part 10:
The Economic Development Plan

PLAN PREPARED BY:
Duntin, Scfko ¢ Associates, Inc.
and Village of Salado

April 2019 (Updated)
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FART ONE: THE FOUNDATION

Thc ComPrcl'icnsivc Flan Document

Furg ose

The state of Texas has established laws with regard to the way in which incorporated communities can
ensure the health, safety and welfare of their citizens. State law gives communities the power to regulare
the use of land, but only if such regulations are based on a plan. Specifically, che law states:

The governing body of a municipality may adopt a comprehensive plan for the long-
range development of the mumicipality...A municipality may definc the relationship
between a comprehensive plan and development regulations and may provide
standards for determining the consistency required between a plan and development
rcgulations. Chapter 218.002 of the Texas Local Government Code

There are two interrelated purposes of a Comprehensive Plan; one, it allows the citizens of a community
to create a shared vision of what they want the community to become, and two, it establishes ways in
which a community can effectively realize this vision.

A Fo|icy (Guide

It is important to recognize the difference berween a Comprehensive Plan and the actual regulations that
implement the Comprehensive Plan. The Village staff and Board of Aldermen should use the Plan as a
policy guide; that is, the recommendations contained within the Plan should be followed when making
decisions about the Village's growth and development. The Comprehensive Plan is not the legal guide,
however. There are two primary legal guides that serve to implement the Comprehensive Plan (the
policy guide) - the Zoning Ordinance and the Subdivision Ordinance. These implementation tools will
be based on the policies set forth in the Comprehensive Plan, just as Texas state law mandates.

The Comprehensive Plan is the official policy of the Village. However, the end product should not be
considered to be the end of the comprehensive planning process. The reason for this is that the facts on
which policies contained within the Plan are based will change over time; the population will grow,
roadways will be constructed, development will occur. Planning, therefore, cannot be viewed as a single
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event - it is a continuous and ever-changing process. The key to successful, on-going planning is to
continually utilize the Comprehensive Plan, and to continually change the Plan to reflect changes
occurring in the City. Finally, the Comprehensive Pian is not intended to be a static document with
rigid policies; it is intended to be an adaprable guide to help citizens and officials shape the
Village's future on a continual, proactive basis.

Existing | and {Jse Characteristics

As the Village continues to grow and develop more fully, areas that are currently vacant, agricultural, or

are undeveloped will be converted into more intensified land uses, as the market dictates. The
conversion process and how it
occurs will be very important Table 11

Al a e 1~
to S:flado s Eu-ture Lll'bal:l form, EXISTING LAND USE - 2019
and in turn, its attractivencss Village of Salado, Texas
and desirability.

Percent of Percent of | Number of

. ) o Land Usc Category Acres Developed Tortal Acres Per
The relationships of existing Land Land | 100 People
and future land uses will not Single. Family 43130 49% 32% 18.85
only have an impact upon Duplex/Townhome 44 98 5.10% 330% 197
how the Village develops Manufactured Home 1120 1.30% 1% 049
economically, but will also | Residential Sub-Total |  487.48 56% 36% 2131
shape its character and Park/Open Space 216.86 25% 16% 9.48
livability. Pubhc-gcml Public 5304 6.30% 3.97% 8.99

pace
. i i J ! 2

Providing for the orderly and - bl,:;:mf‘cp o 1020 L2l i =]

Y . . uBlic/acmi-Fublic 5
efhcm.nt use of land wh.ﬂc Use Sub-Total 28l 32% 21% 1228
ensuring that community Office 7 % % 031
character is preserved and Retail 518 6 10% 4% 215
maintained are key to a Commercial 6.4 1% 1% 028
successful comprehensive B&Bs and Inns 412 4.70% 3% 180
planning process. Knowledge Non-Residential 108.4 13.50% 8% 474
of the way in which land uses Sub-Total
have developed in the past can ToTAL DEVELOPED 876.88 100% 65% 38.33
provide a framework for how Righr-ol- Way 1736 13% L]

) v, 5 -
past market trends have Vacant/Undeveloped 309.17 23% 1351
affected development, and for | TOTAL WITHINTHE 1357.55 100% 59.33
. . : VILLAGE LIMITS
the way in which various land

uses may desire to develop in the future. Simply put, the patterns of land use that exist today within the
Village of Salado have evolved to satisfy the requirements of the community as it has grown, both in
geographic size and in population. The concentration of people in the area has creates a need for
residential, retail, commercial, recreational, and office areas. In order to gain the knowledge of how and

Part One: The Foundation Page 12

£10

Appendixt=PartSof S—
Parks and Recreation Assets



Village o
S aladore

where these various land uses have developed, a parcel-by-
parcel land use survey of the Village of Salado and its
extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ]) was conducted. Table 1-1
shows the results of this survey, reflecting the existing land use
composition within Salado, and Figure 1-1 shows a graphic
representation of the existing land use pattern. The following
sections describe each category.

Residential | and ( |ses
487.48 acres ® 56 percent of the developed acreage

Mustration 11
Traditional, Single-Family House in Salado

Residential land use is representative of areas used for
residential dwelling units and related accessory buildings.
Residential land use is the predominate use within the City
currently, and this is expected to continue. This type of land
use is delineated into the following residential categories:

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL LAND USES
431.30 acres ® 49% percent of the developed acreage

This use is representative of traditional, single-family detached
dwelling units. Of the residential categories, the low-density
category accounts for a majority of the residential acres in
Salado at the present time.

TOWNHOME/DUPLEX (MEDIUM DENSITY |

Mlustration 12
RESIDENTIAL) Example ofa 'llif::t[::rrrlﬂly Townhome
44.98 dacres ® 5.10% percent of the developed acreage

This use is representative of two-family, attached dwelling
units, such as duplex units and townhomes. The majority of
the areas of the City that are characterized by this type of
residential use consist of townhomes.

MANUFACTURED HOUSING
1120 acres @ 1.30% percent of the developed acreage

This use is representative of areas used for manufactured REET

homes. There are no concentrated arcas for manufactured Hlustration 1-3
homes within Salado; this land use type is interspersed with mpie of a Manufustured Hoeg
traditional single-family houses throughout the Village,
generally in older areas.
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Fublic/scmi-f’ublic | and ( Jses

281 acres ® 32 percent of the developed acreage

This land use designation is representative of uses that are
educational, religious, governmental institutional nature and
recreational.

PARK/OPEN SPACE AREAS
216.86 acres ® 25 percent of the developed acreage

This land use designation is provided to identify all public

parks, private parks, golf courses, and open spaces that Nlustration 1-4
A Public Use in Salado

currently exist in the Village of Salado. Pace Park, located in
the heart of the Village, is a good example of the way in which
Salado Creek can be used to enhance the local park system. It
is significant to note that there are 0.7 acres of parks/open
spaces for every 100 people in the Village. This is a good ratio,
especially when considering the fact that the Village
incorporated only a short time ago.

PUBLIC/SEMI-PUBLIC
53.94 acres @ 6.20 percent of the developed acreage

This land use designation is provided to identify all public and
semi-public uses. Schools, churches, cemeteries, governmental
buildings, fire stations and water towers would be considered
Public/Semi-Public.

-

Nlustration I-5
Example of a Park/Open Space Area

HISTORIC AREAS
1020 acres @ 1.20 percent of the developed acreage

This land use designation is intended to recognize areas in
Salado that may have historical significance. One area thar falls
within this category is the Salado College (refer to Figure 1-1).

Non-Residential | and ( Ises

108.40 acres « 13.50 percent of the developed acreage

Non-residential land uses basically consist of all types of land
uses that cannot be considered either residential or
public/semi-public. As Table 1-1 shows, less than 14 percent of
the developed land in Salado is considered to be nonresidential.

Mustration 1-6
A Histortc House in Salado
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Office, retail, commercial, and bed-and-breakfasts and hotels,
which are all types of land uses that are considered non-
residential, are discussed in the following sections.

OFFICE LAND USES
7 acres ® 1 percent of the developed acreage

Office land use designates areas within Salado that are used for
professional office needs; Illustration 1-7 is an example of a local
office use. There is a relatively small amount of land used for
office purposes in Salado today.

RETAIL LAND USES
53.80acres ® 6.10 percent of the developed acreage

These arcas are representative of a variety of uses that are
engaged in providing retail trade, personal services, and business
services. The Village of Salado is known throughout Texas for
its quaint antique and specialty shops. The amount of retail
land use reflects this, at 6.1 percent of the developed acreage.
Also significant is the number of acres per 100 persons that is
used for retail purposes; as Table 1-1 shows there are over two
acres of retail for every 100 persons in Salado. This is a high
amount, considering that most cities range from range from 0.3
to 0.4 acres on the low end to 0.6 to 0.7 acres on the high end,
with 0.5 acres per 100 persons generally accepted as average.
Over two acres per 100 persons is representative of the fact that
Salado is serving a retail market that is larger than the local
community.

COMMERCIAL LAND USES
6.40 acres ® 1 percent of the developed acreage

This type of land use is representative of service-related
establishments that arc higher intensity than are retail
establishments. Examples of commercial uses include
automobile-improvements centers, feed stores, welding shops
and pawn shops. There are few areas in Salado that are currently
use for commercial purposes.

lustration 1-7
An Office Use in Salado

Ilustration 1-8
A Retail Use in Salado

Mustration1-9
Example of 2 Commercial Land Use

Part One: The Foundation Page 1.6
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BED-&-BREAKFASTS AND INNS
4120 acres @ 4.70 percent of the developed acreage

This land use designation was created for Salado due to the fact that the community has numerous bed-
and-breakfasts and hotels. Such uses are difficult to classify in any typical land use category because
their characteristics are different than other non-residential land uses. A Bed and Breakfast is a single-
family home that is rented for not more than thirty (30) days, at any given time, and the owner or the
owner's non-renting representative is occupying the home at the time it is being rented. Bed-and-
Breakfasts are often difficult to distinguish from a traditional single-family house, and they are currently
interspersed with single-family homes in Salado. The local hotels are local trademarks that are, by their
nature, distinguished from other nonresidential uses.

SHORT-TERM RENTAL LAND UsE
5acres @ Less than | percent of the developed acreage

This land use designation was created for Salado due to the fact that the community has numerous short-
term rental properties. A short-term rental property is a single-family home that is rented for not more
than thirty (30) days at any given time where the owner is not occupying the home at the time it is being
rented. Such uses are difficult to classify in any typical land use category because their characteristics are
different than other non-residential land uses. Short Term Rentals are currently interspersed with single-
family homes in Salado.

Mixed Use (Commercial-Residential)
Land Uses

Lacre ® Less than 1 percent of the developed acreage

This type of land use is representative of development in which single-family dwelling units are located
in the same building with office and/or commercial establishments. There is a relatively small amount of
land used for Mixed Use (Commercial-Residential) purposes in Salado.

Rig]‘rts-o{:-Wag

17150 acres « 13 percent of Salado’s total acreage

All existing roadways within Salado have been classified as rights-of-way, which account for 13 percent
of the total land in Salado. The network of thoroughfares that has been created in direct response to
development and growth - that is, to allow peaple to move from one land use to another. Current key
roadways in (and through) Salado include Interstate Highway 33, Stagecoach Road, Main Street, F.M.
2268, Royal Strect, Baines Drive, and Chisholm Trail.

Part One: The Foundation Page 1.7
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Vacant Land

309.17 acres « 23 percent of Salado’s total acreage

Vacant land within Salado includes all land that is not developed; if it is used for agriculrural purposes, or
if it is owned and is not used for an apparent purpose, it has been designated as vacant. The calculation
of vacant land lies in the fact that it is this land that will allow the Village to grow in the coming years, It
is also the area wherein decisions will have to been made regarding service provision and roadway
construction, because although it is not currently developed, it is likely to be developed at some time in
the future. The percentage of vacant acres, 23 percent, is not a large amount, considering that most
communities do not develop such that 100 percent of the land is utilized; generally, approximately 10
percent remains vacant. Recommendations about the way in which currently vacant acreage should be
developed - that is, what type of land use is most appropriate to plan for based on current condition - are
contained within the Futurc Land Use Plan.

Part One: The Foundation Page 18
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Pr nciplcs forthe Comprchcnsivc Flanning Process

It is important to establish principles that will guide the comprehensive planning process. These
principles are intended to be statements that clarify what citizens and leaders want the Village of Salado
to be in the furure. The Comprehensive Plan contains implementation-oriented policies that are
responsive to the Village's guiding principles, and that directly address how the desired vision of the
community can be achieved. In order to better relate to the Comprehensive Plan itself, the guiding
principles and related actions have been divided into subjects related to the Comprehensive Plan
sections. 1t should be noted that these principles and actions are subject to change with future updates
of the Comprehensive Plan.

Futurc Lancl USc

PRINCIPLE 1:
Provide opportunities for coordinated, well-planned growth and development within the
Village of Salado and the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ET]) while maintaining and enhancing the
Village's heritage and character.

Action LI: Review and update, as needed, the Future Land Use Plan that will provide for types of land
uses correlated with appropriate locational criteria and amount of acreage.

Action 1.2: Plan for future development that is compatible with the Village’s natural features and
existing land uses (i.c., agricultural uses, residential uses, etc.).

Action 1.3:  Encourage the use of vacant lots located within areas that are currently available within
the Village

Action 1.4: [dentify land uses that may not be desirable and/or may not be compatible with the
unigueness of Salado, such as industrial or heavy commercial development.

Action 1.5: Identify special areas within the Village that may warrant special land use designation,
such as the area along Interstate Highway 35, within the downtown area, in historic areas,
and along Salado Creek.

Part Two: Guiding Principles ¢~ Actions Page21
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Action 1.6:

Action 1.7

Develop a growth management strategy that identifies and prioritizes areas within the
Village's ET] for future expansion of the Village’s limits based upon established criteria.

Utilize the Comprehensive Plan and the Future Land Use Plan in the plan review process, and in
daily decision-making regarding zoning, land use and development proposals.

T ransportation

PRINCIPLE 2:

Provide a balanced transportation system that is coordinated with existing needs and with plans
for future growth; this system should be economical and responsive to environmental concerns,

Action 2.1:

Action 2.2:

Action 2.3:

Action 2.4:

Action 2.5:

Review and update, as needed, the Transportation Plan that will allow the Village to identify
rights-of-way locations (for dedication purposes) and criteria (ie., for a hierarchical
system of roadways) such that future growth can be accommodated.

Identify any existing transportation deficiencies, and establish ways in which to improve
such deficiencies, if possible.

Ensure that the following concerns are addressed when making decisions regarding
transportation within the Village:

+ regional transportation,
+ roadway integrity (i.c., ensuring mobility),
+ adequate access (to and from Salado, and to and from land uses within Salado),

+ impact fees to fund the improvements necessary to address the impact of high-
intensity land uses (i.c., trip generation, parking needs).

Explore alternatives to the automobile (e.g., hike-and-bike trails, public transportation),
and identify ways in which such alternatives can be accommodated within the existing
and future transportation system; this is especially needed in and around Downtown
Salado where the concentrated retail area is located and new subdivisions as they develop..

Utilize the Comprchensive Plan and the Transportation Plan in the plan review process, and in
daily decision-making regarding zoning, land use and development proposals.

Part Two: Guiding Principles ¢ Actions
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Parks & Recreation

PRINCIPLE 3:
Ensure that adequate parks and open spaces are provided as the Village continues to grow.

Action 3.1: Review and update, as needed, the Parks and Recreation Plan, that will allow for adequate
parks and open spaces correlated with appropriate locational criteria and amount of
acreage.

Action 3.2: Explore options for ensuring adequate park and open space provision within the Village
limits and the ET]; such options include adopting a park dedication ordinance (within the
Subdivision Ordinance), maintaining and updating, as necessary, a park land dedication
and impact fee ordinance, using of City-owned property, purchasing property, and using
floodplain areas (e.g., the area along Salado Creek).

Action 3.3: Establish a trail system that is capable of providing an alternative to the automobile

throughout the Village, but especially in and around Downtown Salado; this should be
correlated with the Transportation Plan.

FPublic Facilities

PRINCIPLE 4:
Ensure that the needs of existing and future residents and businesses within Salado
are adequately served.

Action 4.1: Maintain and update, as necessary, the Public Facilitics Plan that addresses the Village's
current service needs and the possible expansion of service provision that will likely be
required with future growth.

Action 4.2: Use the Futre Land Use Plan and related population projections to aid in establishing
locational criteria and a general time-frame for service provision; specifically, establish
locations for public safety-related services (fire and police stations), and relate the number
of personnel required to the existing and future (projected) population.

Action 4.3: Ensure that local infrastructure systems (e.g., wastewater system, water supply, storm
drainage, etc.) will adequately serve the health, safety and general welfare of residents and
businesses within the Village and ET].

Part Two: Guiding Principles ¢ Actions Page23
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Action 4.4: Review standards for the installation, use, and maintenance of septic systems, and where
appropriate make necessary changes to those standards.

Action 4.5: Utilize the Comprchensive Plan and the Public Facilitics Plan in the plan review process, and in
daily decision-making regarding zoning, land use and development proposals.

Historic Preservation

PRINCIPLE 5:
Ensure that the Village of Salado’s past is preserved, maintained, and honored when making
decisions regarding the Village’s future.

Action 5.1: Maintain and update, as necessary, an inventory of historic arcas and structures.

Action 5.2: Explore options for ensuring the preservation of historic areas and structures; such options
include establishing an “historic preservation district” (within the Zoning Ordinance), or
establishing an “historic overlay district” (within the Zoning Ordinance).

Action 5.3: Establish ways in which the Village can honor its history and use it to bolster civic pride.
Action 5.4: Utilize the Comprehensive Plan and the Historic Preservation Stratcgies Plan in the plan review

process, and in daily decision-making regarding zoning, land use and devclopment
proposals.

(orridor Dcsign

PRINCIPLE 6:
Ensure that a positive image of the Village of Salado is projected within its major corridors,

Action 6.1: Establish the corridors within which the Village should concentrate its efforts; such
corridors will likely include Interstate Highway 35 and Main Street.

Action 6.2: Establish the image that the Village wants to project within these corridors, and effective
ways in which this can be pursued.

Action 6.3: Develop options for projecting the Village's desired image; such options include
establishing corridor overlay districts (within the Zoning Ordinance).

Part Two. Guiding Principles ¢ Actions Page24
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Action 6.4: Maintain and update, as necessary, criteria, design guidelines, and/or standards by which
the Village can evaluate private projects and their contributions to Salado’s desired image
within these corridors.

Action 6.5: Utilize the Comprehensive Plan and the Corridor Design Guidelines in the plan review process,
and in daily decision-making regarding zoning, land use and development proposals.

Communitg Livabilitg

PRINCIPLE 7:

Ensure that as the Village of Salado experiences growth and development, its existing character

and charm is maintained and enhanced.

Action 7.1: Maintain and update, as nccessary, design-related guidelines for nonresidential
development that will help the Village retain its unique environment as growth occurs;
guidelines would be related to elements such as:

*

*

*

sighage,

setbacks,

building height,

building materials,

building size,

building mass (e.g., fagade articulation requirement),

parking (e.g., locational requirements to protect the view from the road),
screening,

landscaping,

trails and sidewalks

lighting.

Action 7.2: Promote positive land use relationships (between different land uses and between land
uses and the roadway) through adjacency standards.

Action 7.3: Maintain the image that the Village wants to project, and effective ways in which this can
be pursued.

Action 7.4: Maintain and update, as necessary, criteria by which the Village can evaluate private
P ry y g P
projects and their contributions to Salado’s desired image.

Part Two: Guiding Principles & Actions Page25
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Action 7.5: Protect the environment through the recognition of environmentally sensitive areas and
the establishment of regulations that would protect such areas.

[F conomic Dcvclopmcnt

PRINCIPLE 8:
Ensure that economic development opportunities are pursued in order to provide the Village with
a solid fiscal outlook as future growth and development occurs.

Action 8.1: Use the positive image that Salado has throughout Texas to increase economic
development opportunities, especially those that are tourism-related.

Action 8.2: Establish target uses that are considered to be desirable within the Village.

Action 8.3: Establish ways in which to encourage target uses to locate in Salado.

Action 8.4: Establish methods and procedures for finding and applying for grants thar may be available
from private foundations and government agencies to assist the Village in accomplishing
the objective stated herein.

Action 8.5: Evaluate and consider the potential development of a citizen advisory board to assist the

Board of Aldermen on matters pertaining to ecconomic development, including goal setting,
strategic planning, marketing and business recruitment, retention and expansion

Part Two: Guiding Principles ¢ Actions Page 26
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FART THREE: THE FUTURE LAND USE. FPLAN

Based on Principle I:
Provide opportunities for coordinated, well-planned growth and development within the
Village of Salado and the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ET]) while maintaining and enhancing
the Village's heritage and character.

The Furposc

The right of a municipality to regulate land is rooted in its need to protect the health, safety and wellare
of local citizens. A key document to be used when developing such regulation is the Futurc Land Usc Plan,
which establishes an overall framework for the preferred pattern of development within the Village of
Salado. Specifically, the Funwe Land Use Plan designates various areas within cities for particular land
uses, based principally on population growth, locational criteria, compatibility criteria, and a balance of
land use types. Graphically depicted for use during the development plan review process, the Future Land
Use Plan should ultimarely be reflected through the Village's policy and development decisions. The
Future Land Usc Plan is not a zoning map, which deals with specific development requirements on
individual parcels; the zoning map should, however, be based on the Future Land Usc Plan. In general, the

Futurc Land Use Plan is intended to be a comprehensive blueprint of the Salado's vision for its future land
use pattern.

Tl-rc chommcndcd Fattcm of Lancl Uscs

Tables 3-1 and 3-2 list the categories of land use by acreage for the Village of Salado and its ET], based
upon Figures 3-1 and 3-2 (both contain the same information at different scales). Land uses have been
recommended not only for the existing Village limits, but also within the Village's ET]. Municipalities in
Texas do not have much land use control in the ETJ, and therefore, land uses are shown for two principal
purposes. One, if and when Salado annexes an area, the recommended use of the land is known and it
can be zoned accordingly. Also, it is important to know the intended land use when engineering studies
are conducted. Knowing whether an area is likely to develop as residential or nonresidential affects
infrastructure such as roads and water and sewer lines. The following sections outline the various types
of land uses that will help to provide a positive land use pattern in Salado with future growth and
development. The Foundation section can be referred to for an expanded explanation regarding the various
land use definitions.

Part Three: The Future Land Usc Plan Pagell
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Residential | and ( Jses

50 percent of the acreage within the Village
67 percent of the acreage within the Village's ET]

Residential land use is the predominate use within the Village
currently, and it is recommended within the Future Land Use
Plan that this continue. It should be noted that single-family
residential land uses can be buffered from nonresidential uses
through the development of medium residential land uses.
High density residential land uses can also be used for this
purpose, although this type of land use has not been
recommended within Salado. Illustration 3-1 shows the
compatibility levels of residential uses with various types of
nonresidential uses. The types of residential land uses are
described in the following paragraphs.

LOW-DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (SINGLE-FAMILY)
43 percent of the acreage within the Village
66 percent of the acreage within the Village's ETJ

This use is representative of traditional, single-family detached
dwelling units. Of the residential categories, it is recommended
that low density residential continue to account for the largest
percentage. Also, much of the land area within the ET] has
been recommended for low density residential. Although all
single-family areas have been considered low density, the
Village should strive for a range of lot sizes in order to
adequately provide for market choice. It should be noted that
existing manufactured homes have been included within this
category within the Future Land Usc Plan; site-built homes
should replace these manufactured homes whenever possible in
the future.

MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL
(TOWNHOME/DUPLEX)

730 percent of the acreage within the Village
1percent of the acreage within the Village's ETJ

This use is representative of rwo-family, artached dwelling
units, such as duplex units and townhomes. As discussed
within The Foundation section, there are currently medium
density areas within Salado. It is anticipated that new areas for

Table 3-1
Furure LAND USE
Village of Salado, Texas
Land Use Category Acres el

Land

Low Density 564.0 43%
Medium Density 96.5 7.30%
Residential Sub-Total 660.5 50%

Parks/Open Space 216.86 16%
Public/Semi-Private 53.94 4.10%

Historic 10.20 1%

Public Sub-Total 281 22%
Office 16.0 1.20%

Retail 154.4 12%
Regional Retail 36 0.27%
Mixed Use 8.4 0.63%
Commercial 24 0.18%
B&Bs and Inns 30.2 2.30%

Rights-ol-Way 169.5 13%

TOTAL WITHIN THE
VILLAGE LIMITS 1,326 100.00%

(1} Rights-of-way are included in each land use category

(2} The amount of acreage used for patks and open spaces
will likely be increased later in the comprehensive

planning process

LEAST . X .
INTENSE Low Density Residential
E Medium Density NOTE
=] Residential | Public/Semi-
E = Public Lises,
S Historic
8 High Density Residentia] RSN
o | and Bed-c>-
Z Breakfasts
)
Office Uses i are
compatible
g withany type
a Retail Uses G
Most Cammercial Uses
INTENSE
{llustration 3-1

Compatibility Comparison of Various Types of Land Use
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medium density land use will be developed in the future. One
recommended area is located in proximity to Mill Creek Drive
and Interstate Highway 335 (just north of Salado's northern
boundary). Medium density land uses provide areas for “empty
nesters”, who may not want the maintenance of a large-lot
single-family home, and for young families, who may find a
townhome or duplex more affordable. It should be noted that
although the percentages of acreage that have been allocated
for medium density land use within the Village and ET] may
seem low, the fact that these areas are dense allows them to
develop on a relatively small amount of acreage.

HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (APARTMENT HOMES)
No acreage recommended within the Village
No acreage recommended within the Village's ET]

High density residential land use is characterized by traditional
apartment-type units in attached living complexes. There are
currently no high-density residential areas within Salado, but
with the increased need for housing diversity that that the
Village will experience with population growth, it is
anticipated that there may be a market for such uses in the
future. In response to this, it is intended that some of the land
allocated to Mixed Use will be used to develop high density
residential use; the fact that no land has been designated solely
for high density residential use is not intended to exclude such
uses from developing in the Village or ET]. Due to the fact that
high density developments impact concentrated areas, the
following guidelines should be considered for any future multi-
family development:
+ The proposed multi-family tract should be adjacent to
a collector or major thoroughfare (ie., not directly
adjacent to local residential streets).
+ All structures within the multi-family development
should be 80 percent masonry product.
+ The tract should not be less than approximarely five
acres in size.
¢ If the tracr is adjacent to single-family residential
dwellings, transition areas (greenspace, buffer areas,

medium  density development, etc.) should be
incorporated into the project.

+ Based upon the density of the complex, an appropriate
amount of usable open space should be required.

Table 3-2
FUTURE LAND USE
Village of Salado’s ET]
Land Use Category Acres Percent of
Land
Low Density 1,982.00 66%
Medium Density 3010 1%
Residential Sub-Toeal| 201210 67%
Parks/Open Space 155.70 5200%
Public/Semi-Public 46.20 1.50%
Public Sub-Total 201.90 6.70%
Office 40.20 130%
Retail 172.40 5.80%
Regional Retail 70.80 240%
Mixed Use 256.60 8.60% [
Commercial 47.60 1.60%
Non-Residential
Sub-Total Sy 0%
Rights-of-Way 189.90 6.30%
TOTALWITHINTHE | 5091 50+ | 100.00%
ET]
TOTAL WITHIN THE
VILLAGE LIMITS 2
ToTAL
_]E IRISDICTIONAL 4,285.80 -
AREA

U} This is the original ET} acreage. As 2 result of recent
additions, the ETJ acreage totals approximately 28,322
acres. The identification of land uses for the remaining
acreage will occur later in the comprehensive planning
process

‘1 The amount of acreage used for parks and open spaces
will likely be increased later in the comprehensive
planning process. planning process

Hlustration 3-2
An Existing Single Family Home in Salado (A Low
Density Residential Use
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Public/Semi-Fublic| and ( Jses

22 percent of the acreage within the Village
6.70 percent of the acreage within the Village's ET]

This land use designation is representative of uses that are educational, religious, governmental or
institutional nature. Public/semi-public uses are generally permitted within any area; therefore, the areas
shown on the Future Land Use Plan map include the related uses that are currently in existence. Historic
areas, park and open space areas, and clubs have also been designated as public/semi-public. The Village,
upon recommendation from the Salado Historical Society, has delineated an area within which specific
regulations pertaining to historic landmarks should be applied.

Non-Residential | and ( |ses

16 percent of the acreage within the Village
20 percent of the acreage within the Village's ET]

Residents of the Village of Salado have the advantage of being able to live, work and recreate all within
the Village itself; the existence of nonresidential uses allows this. Table 3-1 shows that approximately 20
percent of the land within Salado’s limits has been designated as nonresidential. The majority of this
acreage is allocated for retail uses. [t is important to note that there has not been any recommended
increase in the amount of acreage uscd for bed-&-breakfasts and inns; this is due to the fact that bed-&-
breakfasts and inns should be permitted in any area, with the proper parking, buffering, and access
considerations taken into account. Although bed-&-breakfasts and inns are not specifically addressed
within the text, Table 3-1 shows that they comprise approximately 2.3 percent of the land within the
Village. The following sections discuss specific aspects of Office, Retail, Regional Retail, Mixed Usc, Business
Park, and Commercial land use designations.
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OFFICE LAND USES
1.20 percent of the acreage within the Village
130 percent of the acreage within the Village's ET|

As mentioned within The Foundation section, there is a relatively small amount of land used for office
purposes in Salado today. However, office uses are in keeping with the small-town character of the
community, and it is recommended that the amount of land used for office purposes be increased, as
shown on the Future Land Usc Plan map, (Figures 3-1 and 3-2). Itis not generally recommended that new
office uses be located directly along major thoroughfares, such as Main Street; most of the uses along the
major thoroughfares in Salado should be retail because of the visibility that these thoroughfares provide.

In other areas of Salado, office uses can be developed between residential and higher intensity land uses
to provide for a positive transition between them. When adjacent to residential uses, offices should be
designed in a manner that is compatible with adjacent residential land uses. In addition, due to the high
compatibility berween office and residential land uses, within areas that are designated as Officc on the
Future Land Usc Plan map, residential uses could generally be permitted. Office uses are also encouraged
within any area designated for Retail, Regional Retail, or Commercial, or in areas designated for Mixed Usc on
the Future Land Usc Plan map. It should be noted that commercial land uses should not be permitted
within areas designared for Office uses.

RETAIL LAND USES

12 percent of the acreage within the Village
5.80 percent of the acreage within the Village's ET]

The Village’s antique and specialty shops account for much of the existing retail acreage. Office and
residential uses are interspersed throughout these retail areas, and this is intended to continue within
arcas designated for retail use on the Futurc Land Usc Plan map (Figures 3-1 and 3-2). Salado is known
statewide for its unique retail opportunities, which allow people to shop, stay overnight, conduct
personal and government-related business, eat at a local café or fine dining restaurant, enjoy arts/cultural
facilities (such as the local museum), and gather for community events and festivals all in the heart of an
old Texas town.

The recommendations for retail uses within the Future Land Use Plan are intended to support this
uniqueness; the type of retail uses the Village has now should be used as an example of the rerail uses
that should locate within the areas designated for retail use on the Future Land Usc Plan map, (Figure 3-1).
A large amount of acreage has been recommended for retail land use, specifically almost 12 percent of the
acreage within Salado. In order to ensure that new retail development will be compatible with the
unique character of existing retail development, the Village should consider design guidelines*! for uses
that locate along Main Street, such as:

"1 Design guidelines will be discussed in detail in the Community Livability Guidelines
section, to be added later within the comprehensive planning process.
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¢ limiring the maximum building size of uses
¢+ identifying desired building materials,

¢ integrating more pedestrian elements {e.g., street
furnirure, sidewalks, trails), and

¢+ integrating public spaces (e.g., gazebos and squares)

It should be noted that within areas that are designated as Retail on the Futurc Land Usc Plan map, low and
medium density residential should be permitted within Retail areas along Main Street and office uses
should generally be permitted within any Retail areas. This is consistent with the way in which the
Village has developed in the past and is consistent with the Guiding Principles of this document.
However, commercial land uses should not be permitted within Retail areas.

REGIONAL RETAIL LAND USES
Less than 1 percent of the acreage within the Village limits
240 percent of the acreage within the Village's ET]

As the Village grows in population, there will be an increasing need for larger retail stores, such as
grocery stores. These retail opportunities arc different in nature and size than what has developed
previously and whart is envisioned to develop in the future in the core area of Salado. Two areas in
proximity of the Interstate Highway 33, specifically at its intersection with F.M. 2484 to the north and
its intersection with F.M. 2268 to the south, are conducive to regional retail uses. The Village, therefore,
should consider a maximum building size for these areas that is higher than what is established for
Downtown Salado, such as 50,000 square feet. This is still in keeping with the community character
that the Village desires to maintain, but would allow residents to shop for groceries locally or shop at a
large bookstore, activities which they would not be able to pursue in the downtown center of Salado.
Office and retail land uses should also be permitted within areas designated for Regional Retail,
commercial land uses should not be permitted.

MiIXED USE
Less than 1 percent of the acreage within the Village limits
860 percent of the acreage within the Village's ETJ

The Mixed Usc land use designation is intended to provide flexibility in terms of the type of development
that occurs. It is envisioned thar within this area, the primary process of development would be a
planned unit development, wherein the developer and the Village would work together to ensure that
the development proposed would enhance Salado. Communities across Texas are experiencing an
increased market demand for concentrated arcas where people can shop, eat, work and live - this land
use designation is intended to support this type of a development concept in a high quality manner by
providing an opportunity for a creative mixture of land uses. Uses that should be permitted within Mixed
Use areas are: low, medium, and high density residential, office, rctail, and regional retail; commercial land
uses should not be permitted.
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BUSINESS PARK LAND USES
No acreage within the Village limits
No acreage within the Village’s ET]

Such uses have many positive aspects, such as providing local employment and increasing tax revenue,
and they are relatively low impact, with the possible exception of parking. Uses envisioned for the area
designated as Business Park could be multi-story, of different materials, etc., differentiating them from
those that would locate in within the Village, which are intended to be designed similarly to residential
uses. All other types of nonresidential land uses should also be permitted within areas designated for
Busincss Park, with the exception of commercial uses.

COMMERCIAL LAND USES
Less than 1 percent of the acreage within the Village limits
160 percent within the Village's ET]

Traditional commercial uses generally are not compatible with the character the Village desires to
maintain and enhance. As mentioned within The Foundation section, examples of commercial uses include
automobile-related services, feed stores, welding shops, and pawn shops. There are few areas in Salado
that are currently used for commercial purposes, and it is not recommended that the Village have a large
allocation of commercially designated areas. For arcas in which commercial uses are permitted, the
Village should consider establishing design-related guidelines to ensure their compatibility with other
uses of less intensity. Within these guidelines, the Village should consider requiring open storage areas
to be buffered and/or screened from any adjacent residential uses and from public view. It is strongly
recommended that the Village limit furure commercial uses to areas that are designated as such on the
Futurc Land Usc Plan map; due ro compatibility issues with other types of land use, commercial uses should
not be permitted within any other areas of the Village.

Future | and (Ise Flanning |ssues

DcvcloPmcnt Froposals & the Futurc ]__anc] USC Flan

At times, the Village will likely encounter development proposals that do not directly reflect the purpose
and intent of the land use pattern shown on the Futwre Land Usc Plan. Review of such development
proposals should include the following considerations:

+ Will the proposed change enhance the site and the surrounding area?
+ Isthe proposed change a better use than that recommended by the Futurc Land Use Plan?

¢ Wil the proposed use impact adjacent residential areas in a negative manner? Or, will the
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proposed use be compatible with, and/or enhance, adjacent residential areas?

+ Are uses adjacent to the proposed use similar in nature in terms of appearance, hours of
operation, and other general aspects of compatibility?

¢+ Does the proposed use present a significant benefit to the public health, safety and welfare of the
community? Would it contribute to the Village's long-term cconomic well-being?

Development proposals thar are inconsistent with the Future Land Use Plan (or that do not meet its general
intent) should be reviewed based upon the above questions and should be evaluated on its own merit. It
should be incumbent upon the applicant to provide evidence that the proposal meets the aforementioned
considerations and supports community goals and objectives, as set forth within this Interim
Comprehensive Plan.

It is important to recognize that proposals contrary to the Plan could be an improvement over the uses
shown on the Plan for a particular area. This may be due to changing market, development and/or
economic trends that occur at some point in the future after the Plan is adopted. 1f such changes occur,
and especially if there is a significant benefit to the Village of Salado, then these proposals should be
approved, and the Future Land Usc Plan should be amended accordingly.

Jn Summary

The recommendations contained herein should guide Salado's future land use planning and related
policies. The Furure Land Use Plan is not a zoning map. Rather, it is a guide to decision making in the
context of the Village's future land use patterns, and it should be the basis for the Village’s zoning
regulations when they are enacted. The official copy of the Future Land Use Plan map should be on file at
all times at Salado's Municipal Hall. The boundaries of land use categories as depicted on the official
map should be used to determine the appropriate land use category for areas that are not clearly
delineated on the smaller-scale Futurc Land Usc Plan map contained within this Interim Comprehensive
Plan document.
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PART FOUR: THE TRANSPORTATION FLA
Based on Principle 2:

Provide a balanced transportation system that is coordinated with existing needs and with plans
for future growth; this system should be economical and responsive to environmental concerns,

Tl-lc FurPosc

A community's transportation system is vital to its ability to grow in a positive manner. Transportation
is inherently linked to land use. The type of roadway dictates the use of adjacent land, and conversely,
the type of land use dictates the size, capacity and flow of the roadway. Many of the decisions regarding
land uses and roadways within Salado have already been made; rights-of-way in the core area of the
Village and in some residential areas were established, and the roadways were constructed years ago. A
major challenge for the Village of Salado now lies in the accommodation of population growth within the

existing transportation system and in the accommodation of new land development through the
expansion of that system.

More specifically, the transportation system should:

+ Protect the ambience, character, and quality of existing neighborhoods by directing traffic
generated by growth away from existing neighborhoods.

+ Provide gateways to the business district from major freeways and arterials to ensure easy access
to Downtown Salado. Provide ready access and eliminate congestion to future retail land uses.

+ Ensure the safety and well-being of Village citizens by defining emergency access corridors and
eliminating furure low-water crossings.

+ Require environmental and/or other appropriate impact studies for all new roadways to ensure
appropriate surface water drainage.

However, the references made herein regarding the transportation system should not be viewed as
references solely to roadways. Communities across Texas and the nation are becoming increasingly
aware of the problems inherent in constructing a system for the auromobile alone; pedestrian and bicycle
accommodation is important to creating a community that will be sustainable for decades to come.
Downtown Salado is generally a pedestrian friendly environment, as are many of the residential areas.
Another challenge for the Village lies in the integration of pedestrian and bicycle facilities such that these
facilivies actually create alternative modes of transportation.
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T he Functional Classification 555tcm
& Rclatccl Thoroughfarc Stanclarcls

The Transportation Plan (shown on Figure 4-1) for Salado is based upon a road classification system that
depicts the function of every roadway in the thoroughfare system. Roadway types, as discussed in the
following sections, include freeways, arterials, collectors, and local streets. Their functions can be
differentiated by comparing their ability to provide mobility with their ability to provide access to various
locarions. Wherever existing rights-of-way that have been identified as a different type of roadway than
the type it is as it exists currently (e.g., an existing minor collector is shown as a major collector), this is a
recommendation that the roadway be widened when and if development occurs, Existing residents and
businesses should be disturbed to the least extent possible.

I reccways

Freeways can be described as high-capacity thoroughfares along which direct access to property is
generally minimal or eliminated altogether. Ingress and egress are controlled by access ramps,
interchanges and frontage roads; a regional example of this is Interstate Highway 35. Construction and
maintenance of freeways is not usually the responsibility of municipalities. The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) and federal monies fund this type of roadway. The Village of Salado should,
however, remain aware of and should be involved in any decisions regarding the widening of Interstate
Highway 35 and controlling access onto and off of Interstate Highway 35. This is a major regional
transportation route to and from Salado, and it is in the Village’s interest to see that it continues to
function as it does currently.

Arterial Roaclwaqs

Roadways identified as arterials are designed to convey relatively heavy volumes of traffic. Arterials
provide mobility, but because of the speed and volume of traffic, access to properties should be minimal,
and therefore, a limited number of intersections and curb cuts (driveway openings) should be permitted
along arterial roadways in order to protect the integrity of the high-speed traffic flow. Due to the
necessity to maintain traffic flow and cmergency access, future low water crossings should not be
allowed on arterials. Furthermore, all new or reconstructed arterials should be designed such that they
are above the accepted floodplain high-water elevation. Because of the way in which the following
roadways function, not necessarily because of their current right-of-way width, they have been classified
as arterials within this Transportation Plan:

+ F.M. 2484
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¢+ FM 1670

¢ Main Street

+ F.M.2268

+ Royal (out of town).
Co“cctor Roadwaqs

Collector streets are generally designed to distribute traffic from local
access streets and funnel it to arterial roadways (i.e., from residential
developments to major arterials). Collectors should provide more access
to adjacent land uses than do arterials, but access should still be controlled
through the use of shared driveways (refer to [lustration 4-1) and other
techniques that minimize disturbance of the free-flow of traffic. This type
of roadway should provide an equal amount of mobility and access to land
uses. Due to the necessity to maintain traffic flow and emergency access,
future low water crossings should not be allowed on collectors.
Furthermore, all new or reconstructed collectors should be designed such Lef-
that they are above the accepted floodplain high-water elevation. Because Lune
of the way in which the following roadways function, not necessarily —|—--——-- —
because of their current right-of-way width, they have been classified as Mlustration +-1

collectors within this Transportation Plan: Shared Driveway Access

Recommended lor Collector Streets
¢ Thomas Armold Road
Old Mill Road,
Baines Street,
Blackberry Road
Chisholm Trail
Hester Way
Stinnett Mill

Joint
Cross-
Access]

* & & > > >

The Village shall plan for adequately sized and spaced east-west collector roadways on both the north
and south sides of the community.

Neighborhoods should be developed between arterials and collector streets in the future so thar rraffic
may be diverted from residential areas. In addition, good subdivision design should orient residences to
local streets, not to collector streets.

Local Strccts

Local streets provide the greatest access to adjacent properties, but they function poorly in terms of
mobility. Due to the fact that local strects are generally constructed within residential areas, safety is an
important issue. To ensure that these roadways are not used a great deal for mobility purposes and to
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ensure that their ability to provide access safely, local streets should be configured to discourage
through-traffic movement by using offset intersections or curvilinear, discontinuous, or looped street
designs. While low-water crossings may be considered for local streets, alternate routes must be
available for use during flood stages.

C ollectors & Arterials With Wa"cwags

As previously mentioned, in recent years the incorporation of pedestrian walkways has become
increasingly important. Roadways can be initially designed to include pedestrian facilities, which
requires the acquisition of additional right-of-way, or roadways can be retrofitted with bicycle lanes,
although this option is more costly. Most of the roadways in Salado have not been constructed with
pedestrian facilities. The Village should identify the existing roadways along which residents and
visitors would benefit the most from the incorporation of these facilities, and should prioritize them
accordingly. Considerarion should be given in the planning and design of walkways to make them “bike
friendly”, when possible.

5cparatc Wa"cwags

While planning for the incorporation of pedestrian walkways with existing and planned streets, the
Village should also identify areas that can benefit from dedicated walk trials that are provided
independently form existing or planned strects. Consideration should be given to connecting
neighborhoods with walk trails when streets are not practical. Additionally, parks and other
recreational areas are candidates for walk trails. Consideration should be given in the planning and
design of walkways to make them *bike friendly”, when possible.

Aiir T raffic

The Village should work with the Federal Aviation Association (FAA) to define a noise abatement and
safety plan for local airports.

| ransportation Planning |ssues

The Transportation Plan for Salado is intended to achieve several things. First, it is intended to be
compatible with the Village's Funure Land Llse Plan. Second, it is intended to be respectful of the Village's
existing residential and nonresidential areas. The Plan is intended to provide for the efficient movement
of both motor vehicle and golf cart traffic, and to facilitate access vo land uses. However, the
implementation of this Plan is essential to the positive future development of Salado.
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Subdivision Ordinance Planning |ssues

The subdivision of land into building sites represents the first step in the development of land uses, and
therefore, the creation of potential traffic. Developers should be responsible for providing appropriate
collector and local roadways during the subdivision platting stage of development in order to
accommodate the anticipated additional traffic and changes in traffic low. Rights-of-way must be
preserved, including arterial and collector roadways as shown on the Transportation Plan, at the time of
subdivision platting to guarantee the provision of adequate thoroughfares and the value, stability, and
character of the development area. Specifically, as individual plats are approved, right-of-way must be
dedicared in conjunction with the recommendations as generally set forth in the Transportation Plan,
within both the Village itself and within the Village's ET]. The dedication of right-of-way, however,

cannot be legally required or regulated by the Village in the future without an adopted Transportation
Plan and Subdivision Ordinance.

T he Transportation Flan as a (onceptual (Guide

The transportation recommendations shown graphically on Figure 4-1 are intended to show where and
possibly how connections can be made from one point to another within the Village and it s ET]. The
primary importance of these recommendarions should be placed upon the concept and the related
connectivity that would be provided, rather than upon a literal location. Many factors will have to be
considered when the Village or a developer constructs any of the recommended roadways or roadway
extensions. Such factors will likely include various engineering and environmental studies, pedestrian
and bicycle facilities, traffic impact analyses, adjacent residents and businesses, area landowners, and
future anticipated development (i.c., land use density, whether residential or nonresidential). It is
important for the Village to approve development proposals with consideration given to the
transportation connections that have been recommended.

In Summary

The recommendations contained herein should guide Salado's future transportation planning and related
policies. As was recommended for the Fumre Land Use Plan, the Transportation Plan should be used
consistently and updated as needed as development occurs. Continuous use of the Transportation Plan will
ensure that access and mobility will be provided within Salado, and will help ensure the coordination of
transportation-related considerations and future land usc development.

Part Four: The Transportation Pian Page 46

244 Appendix | - Part 3 of 3
Parks and Recreation Assets



Village o

alado o
Texas S
PART FIVE: THE FARKS & RECREATION PLAN

Introduction

A vital component within a community is the space devoted to satisfying active and passive recreational
needs. The quantity, availability, and distribution of this space are characteristics that are generally
considered to be elements that enhance and contribute to the quality of life found in the community.
Fredrick Law Olmstead, the man considered to be the father of landscape architecture in this country
and the man that designed Central Park in New York City, advocated the concept that parks, recreation
areas, and public open spaces should be “planned as integrated systems so that the components could
function in conjunction with one another.”! This part of the Village Comprehensive Plan is intended to
establish ways in which the Village can have a recreation system that is uniquely designed to fit the
needs of the residents and visitors of Salado. The uniqueness of Salado mandates that its Parks and
Recreation Plan be unique as well.

1 Alexander Garvin, December 2000, “Parks, Recreation, and Open Space A Twenty First Century Agenda,” American Planning Association, Planning Advisory Service
Report Number 497/498, p 13.
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Current Facilities Within the Vi"agc e TJ

The park areas that are located within the Village or its ET] have been developed by private landowners

and developers, or by citizens that have
dedicated land for public use. There is also
a large private golf course, Mill Creek Golf
Course, that contributes to the overall
feeling of open space within Salado,
although the course is considered private

Table 5-1
EXISTING PARK AREAS RELATED TO EXISTING POPULATION OF 2,288

PEOPLE WITHIN THE VILLAGE LIMITS

Village of Salado, Texas

recreation. It is impD[’tant o note that Existing Recreation Arcas Acrcagc Rﬂ;g; Qf:;csl:cr
there are not many formalized public park o
arcas locally. Public park areas within the P 8.44
Village limits include Pace Park, Sirena S ——— -
a . irena rar o

Park, Lion Park, and Salado Community 2
Garden. There is a semi-private park S e ) Gl 0o
outside the Village limits in the ET]J, Hodge Lion Park/Civic Center Field 040
Park, also known as the Salado Youth Sculpture Garden 114
Sports Association Fields.

P n PuBLIC PARK AREAS WITHIN THE VILLAGE 11.26
All of the existing recreation areas within Mill Creek Golf Course 156.09
the Village and ET] are included in Table 5-1. Sherill Park 85
Also mc..ludcd is the rario of park area to Tablerock B
population for the known population Ea— -
within the Village limits. It should be e > 789
noted that through the land use and Methodist Church Frisbee Course 262
housing information collected during the PRIVATE PARK AREAS WITHINTHE VILLAGE |  180.61

g B
comprehensive planning process, Salado’s
population has been estimated to be 2,288
people for the purpose of this Comprehensive Plan.
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NATIONAL RECREATION & PARK ASSOCIATION STANDARDS

The National Recreation and Park Associarion (NRPA) is a government agency that has developed
standards for parks, recreation and open space development based on population and on a hicrarchical
system of park types. These standards are intended as a general guide for communities to follow to help
ensure an adequate amount of park and recreation arcas are available to the public. The general standard
established by the NRPA for park acreage per 1,000 people is approximately 10.1 acres, or approximately 1
acre for every 100 people. Table 5-1 on the previous page shows that in terms of public parks within the
Village of Salado, the park acreage equals approximately .49 acres for every 100 people, which is below
the NRPA standard. However, if private park areas are taken into account, the park acreage per 100
persons is far above the NRPA standard at approximately 7.89 acres for every 100 people. This number is

even greater when Hodge Park and the part of Mill Creek Golf Course that is outside of Salado's limits in
the ET] are added into the caleulation.

National Recreation ¢ Park Association Park Types

The NRPA park types are generally based on the types of activities furnished, and their type, size,
and service area. The various types are briefly described in the following sections.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

A neighborhood park should be located near the center of the neighborhood, and should have a
service area of approximately one-half to three-quarters of a mile. An appropriate standard in
relation to size and population for this type of park is 0.25 acres per 100 people. Safe and convenient
pedestrian access (sidewalks or trails) is important to a neighborhood park location. Generally, the
location should not be adjacent to a heavily traveled major thoroughfare. These parks normally serve
a population base of 1,000 to 2,500 persons. Pace Park (Public), Sirena Park (Public) and Sherrill
Park (Private) are considered neighborhood parks, and their related service areas are shown on Figure
5-1.  Facilities provided in a neighborhood park generally consist of the following;

Playground equipment for small children;

A multiple-purpose, surfaced play area;

An athletic area (non-lighted) for games such as baseball, football and soccer, and a
surfaced area for such sports as volleyball, basketball and similar activities;

Pavilions with tables and grills for picnics;

Restrooms;

Drinking fountains;

Tennis courts; and

A passive area for picnicking, with landscaping, trees and natural elements.

A L

A4

Y Y Y v
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COMMUNITY PARKS

A community park is larger than a neighborhood park, and is oriented toward providing active
recreational facilities for all ages. The service area of a community park is one-half to two miles, and
an appropriate standard in relation to size and population is 0.5 acres per 100 people. Community
parks serve several neighborhood areas, and therefore, they should be conveniently accessible by
automobile with off-street parking. These parks normally serve a population base of 2,500 to 5,000
people. Hodge Park (Private), located in the ET], is considered a community park, and its service
area is shown on Figure 3-1. Facilities provided in community parks generally consist of the following;
> Game and practice fields for baseball, football, soccer and softball;

» A community building/recreation center,

» Tennis courts;

» A surfaced multiple-purpose play area;

> Playground equipment for small children; and,

> A passive area for picnicking, with landscaping, trees and natural elements.
LARGE/REGIONAL PARKS

Areas that are 100 or more acres in size and that provide both passive and active recreational
facilities, are considered to be large/regional parks. These parks can serve all age groups, and often
have athletic fields. It is desirable that a balance of active and passive recreational facilities be
provided in a large park. Such facilities may include picnicking, fishing, water areas, and hiking and
natural arcas. Dependent upon location, need, and possibly topography, some community park
fearures may be placed in the large park. These parks are often lighted and have multi-purpose
functions. A standard of 7.5 acres per 1,000 people is commonly recommended for large or regional
parks, and they normally serve a population base of 5,000 to 7,500 people. There are no large/regional
parks in Salado, but there are facilities of this type in neighboring communities.

SPECIAL RECREATION AREAS

Golf courses, such as
the local Mill Creek Course
(Private), linear Table 5-2
Parks/greenbdts‘ trails, NRPA PARK-TYPE STANDARDS REIATED TO POPULATION
country clubs, botanical Village of Salado, Texas
gait'idens and special athletic Recommended| o ___ Recommended Acreage for

i istin
and  community  centers, Park Type Standard of | “5=\"8 775 508 T 631 People [3,025 People
including youth centers Acres Per 100 Acreage | People | Projected in | Projected in
(eg, YMCA) and scnior People (Existing) | 2030 2040
centers, arc considered to Neighborhood 0.25 11.32 49 43 37
be special types of Community Park 0.50 B.44 37 32 28
recreational facilitics. Large/Regional 070 Variable
Standards for this type of U
facility are variable and the | SPecialPark(motinchded) ) 172.11 752 654 5.69
in Total Acreage)
acrcage may or may not be
Total Acreage Per 100 15 26.76 117 102 88
People
Part Five: The Parks & Recreation Plan Page55

a9

Appendix ="PartSof ——

Parks and Recreation Assets



illage o
S o

included in the toral park acreage provided by a community - both of these factors are dependent upon
the type and extent of services provided by the special area.

NRPA-recommended park acreage standards for each type of park listed above are summarized in Table
5-2 and are compared to existing public park facilities in the Village and its ET]. Mill Creek Golf Course,
although it is a private recreation facility, has also been included as a special park. The table shows that
the local park acreage when based on park type is above NRPA standards for neighborhood and
community parks; the only park type lacking is the large/regional park type. Calculations for future park
needs are based on the projected population of 2,631 in 2030 and 3,025 people in 2040 are also included.

However, as noted earlier, the Village of Salado is a unique community, and NRPA standards are not as
applicable to the Village as they generally are to other communities in Texas and throughout the nation.
Salado is a community of history, tourism, leisure, and retirement. It is a community with a small
population. Local needs are therefore very different from the norm. The population base served the
large/regional park (up to 7,500), is actually larger than the entire existing population of Salado, and are
also larger than the projected population of Salado in the year 2040. Also, based on the general service
area standards for neighborhood and community parks, Pace Park (Public), Sirena Park (Public), and
Sherrill Park (Private), are meeting service area requirements of the Village.

The NRPA standards are included herein as an analysis based on an accepted ratio only. They should not
be considered an actual recommendation of how many park acres and what type of parks should be
constructed in Salado. More important vo Salado will likely be the concept of a cohesive trail system that
is discussed in the following sections.

An ]ntcgratcd T rail 535tcm

Instead of concentrating on providing specific park areas for specific age groups, the Village's citizens
and visitors would likely be better served by the establishment of an integrated, continuous “necklace™ of
trails and pathways throughout Salado. This would enable the Village to expand upon several of irs
major assets, including Main Street, Salado Creck, and local historical sites, while providing recrearion
opportunities for residents and visitors. Figurc5-2 shows the trail system that has been recommended for
Salado.

There are numerous reasons that such a system would be a positive element for Salado. First, an
integrated, cohesive trail system would set the Village apart from other communities in the area; Second,
trails are a recreation amenity that can be used and enjoyed by all age groups, which is not truc of a
playground or ballpark; all citizens, young and old, benefit from the availability of trails. And third, it has
been proven in recent studies that property values are positively affected by being in proximity to a trail.
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TRAIL LOCATION CONCEPTS

The primary concept for this trail was to provide for a continuous pedestrian connection throughout the
Village while incorporating as many positive local features as possible, including;

Main Street

» College Hill and other local historic sites, >

> Salado Creek, P

3> The Civic Center,

» Pace Park (Public), -
Public Library (Public) >

Sherrill Park (Private},
Sirena Park (Public),

Hodge Park (SYSA)
(Privare)

Tablerock (Private).
Sculpture Garden (Public)

The ideal location for trails in Salado would be running alongside Salado Creek. It is also important for
visitors shopping along Main Street to be aware of the trail system and ways to access it. The trails
would add yet another reason for people to visit Salado, thereby adding another facet to the Village's
image as a successful tourism community. Recommended trail lengths are shown on Figure 5-3 on the
following page, and the related amount of trail lengths are calculated in Table 5-3. Also, in order to
accommodate multiple users at one time, trails should be no less than eight feet wide, and should be ten

feet wide wherever possible.

Historic Sites Along the Proposed Trail

The Village of Salado has many historical areas. Some historic sites and/or structures are privately
owned and are being used for private purposes, while others are owned by public entities and are
used for public purposes, such as the Salado Civic Center. Several historic sites that are in proximity
to the proposed trail lengths are shown on Figure 5-2. Increased accessibility to places that are
significant to Salado’s past will only broaden the Village's attraction as a tourist destination. The
Village should work with private and other public entitics, as applicable, to ensure that these
historic sites and/or buildings are an integral part of people’s experience as they utilize the trail

system,
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Table 5-3
AMOUNT OF TRAIL LENGTHS RECOMMENDED

Village of Salado, Texas
Faciuy-Type LENGTH Z §
N Priority Lengrhs

10,930 feet — 2 miles

Orther Trail Lengths 58,125 feet = 1] miles %

TOTAL AMOUNT OF

TRAIL LENGTHS RECOMMENDED 69,055 feet —> 13 miles

Two-Way Bikeway
{Min/mum 87

Teatl l

i (i'ta ) | Street Right-of-Way
] )

Note Based on Figure 5-3 (previous page)

Source: Dunkin, Selko & Associates, Inc \ lﬁ

TRAILS IN RELATION TO EXISTING & FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT

There are several densely developed areas within Salado ' )
that are privately owned that may not be available for the Trall & Bikeway l '
incorporation of a trail system. The Village should attempt (lofipy ) S B L L

to overcome this challenge by using publicly-owned

properties for the trail system, such as dedicated areas and
street rights-of-way, and by working closely with
landowners and business owners in order to eventually
create a continuous trail throughout Salado to the furthest
extent possible. In addition, the numerous bed-and-
breakfasts should be encouraged to participate by

Paint Stripe

providing access to the trail system on their property. The Tail | Bikeway
Village will have to decide the best way in which to | (4't06) | (4'to5)|  Street Right-of-way I
establish these trails along existing roadways. lustration5- | ' ' '

1 shows three ways this can be effectively done. It should lustration 5-1 (Remove Bikeway #3)

be noted, however, that while participation in the trail Wa¥S TO INTEGRATE A TRAIL ALONG
system can be encouraged, it cannot be mandatory in areas 2 bl i

already developed. In undeveloped areas, such as in the

ET] cast of Salado’s Village limirs, as well as on the west side of Interstate Highway 335, there will be
opportunities in the future as development occurs to integrate the trail system in other ways, perhaps
along a creck or through a mini-park. As these areas are developed, integration of the trail system can be
solicited as part of the platting process through park dedication requirements. Bike trails should be
encouraged in these developing areas,
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TRAIL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS

The materials used for trail construction vary widely, however some are better than others in terms of
maintenance and impact on the pedestrian; construction materials also must meet the requirements of
the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), which is another important consideration. Concrete
material should be used, when possible, for construction of trails in Salado. Although there are concerns
about the adverse impacts that long-term walking and running on concrete can have on users, other
materials sometimes used for trail construction have maintenance and cost issues. For instance, trails
constructed with asphalt or with crushed granite are less expensive than concrete, but such trails have
proven to be high in maintenance costs, and the hard surface of both types of trails similar to concrete in
terms of their impact on users. Another material that could be used is rubberized material (usually red or
black in color), which is low-impact on users and requires only slightly more maintenance than concrete,
but is cost-prohibitive for most cities. In addition, although rubberized material is ADA-compliant, it is
also generally not conducive to supporting bicycles, in-line skates, cte. For Salado, considering the multi-
modal access that these trails are intended to support, it is reccommended that the Village use concrete
material, when possible, for its trail system.

In 5ummar3

Establishing an integrated trail system will not occur overnight - rather it will likely take a long period of
time and will require the cooperation of private developers. However, regardless of the time or the
challenges involved, a trail system would be a unique element that could significantly add to the local
quality-of-life and to the attraction of tourism, and therefore, it is a goal that should be pursued in the
Village of Salado. The Village should seek grants from public and private sources to help fund
development of an integrated trail system. It is also recommended that this part, the Parls ¢ Recreation
Plan, of the Comprehensive Plan be reviewed annually ro ensure that its recommendations remain
applicable for the community and appropriate in meeting residents’ recreational and open space needs.
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PART SIX: THE PUBLIC FACILITIES PLAN

The public
improvements
required hy a
SIven community
depend on many
factors such as
This Public Facilities Plan is part of the Comprehensive Plan and addresses the [NTESRERERIN_,

existing public facilitics and services that are currently provided by the Village of [JEUSIINIIRINS

|ntroduction

Salado, and makes recommendations regarding possible future related needs. In tndustral
general, public buildings that house the various governmental and service 54““1‘ [1"'
. P . population
functions of a municipality are generally of two types: v, e
> Those requiring a nearly central or common location and which practices and
serve the entire municipal area; and attitueles, and

many other
conditions which
hive @ hearing on

The Village Municipal Building is an example of a governmental building that SIS ]
serves the entire community, while a fire station represents a public building thar EEEUISIREAR
has a service area relationship to the community. Both of these types are '
discussed herein. As may be expected, the demands for public building space at
all levels of government generally increase as the population served grows and as
service levels are expanded. This Plan addresses these anticipated public facility and service needs for
the Village of Salado, based principally on both the unique characteristics of the community and on the
anticipated growth that is likely to occur locally in the coming years. In addition, this Plan outlines
current water and wastewater systems, and makes general recommendations on ways in which these
systems can be improved in the long-term.

» Those serving segments of the community on a service-area basis.

Current & [Future Needs Related to Facilities 8#Services

It is appropriate to use the existing structures that the Village has allocated for the provision of serving
citizens, as well as the services provided by the Village as a basis for determining future facilities and
services that are likely to be required. All of the existing facilities discussed herein are shown on Figure
6-1. The ratios of population to staff levels use the estimated population of Salado of approximarely 2,288
people. The future population projected is approximately 2,631 people in the year 2030, and 3,025 people
in the year 2040. These existing and future population numbers will be used throughout the Public
Facilitics Plan as a basis for some of the recommendations.
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THE VILLAGE MUNICIPAL BUILDING

The present building wherein the Village of Salado’s daily municipal business is addressed is located
along the access road of Interstate Highway 35 on the east side. The building is accessible to the public,
and is within walking distance of Main Street. The Municipal Building generally serves as the central
daily facility for local government functions in Salado, housing the Village's Development Services
Department, Public Works Department, Municipal Court and Administration Department. The
Municipal Building houses four of Salado’s ten full-time employees, including the Village Administrator,
City Secretary, Planning and Development Director and the Public Works Foreman. The Village's five
police officers are housed in a separate building located adjacent to the Municipal Building while the
Tourism Director, who works out of the Salado Museum.

The facility also hosts the majority of the Board of Aldermen meetings; however, some meetings are held
at the Salado Civic Center or at a Salado Independent School District Campus when it is anticipated that
an agenda item will receive increased public interest. In such situarions, given that the limited meeting
space in the Municipal Building, the Civic Center and schools offer more space for meetings attended by
a large number of citizens.

There will continue to be a need for a centralized facility for daily government business. I[deally, the
facility would have the following characteristics:

Large enough to host all daily necessary functions as well as public meetings;

Large enough to allow for increases in personnel;

Be easily accessible to the general public, including via the trail system;

Be representative of the character of Salado, perhaps by being a historic structure; and
Be located in proximity to other government facilities, such as the existing Civic Center.

A A U A O

The current Municipal Building is likely adequate spatially for the near future. The availability of offices
may become a concern, however, if additional personnel are hired. There is no room for expansion of the
current facility except if adjacent property can be purchased, which is unlikely. It is therefore
recommended that when the Municipal Building reaches its functional capacity, the Village pursue the
purchase of a lot that can be built upon or an existing structure so that the characteristics listed above
are part of any new facility.

In terms of personnel, the Village Administrator, City Secretary, and Development Services Director
currently manage the daily administrative functions that keep the Village operating efficiently. As the
Village grows in both population and area, however, there will be a need for additional employees to be
hired to meet the functional demands associated with growth such as issuing building permits, reviewing
platting and zoning cases, and managing finances.

Part Six: The Public Facilities Plan Page63
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POLICE PROTECTION SERVICES

The Village of Salado currently employs several police officers, specifically one Police Chief and four full-
time officers. For the purposes of this Public Facilitics Plan, five full-time officers will be used to calculate

the Village’s current number
of police officers.

The ratio of police officers to
population is an important
consideration in terms of the
overall safety of the local

Table 6-1
RATIO ANALYSIS OF EXISTING ¢ FUTURE POLICE SERVICE NEEDS
Village of Salado, Texas

Accepted Ratio of Police Officers to Population: 1.8 per 1,000 peaple

. . Currene # of Officers | Future # of Officers Future # of Officers
pop ulation. Although Pubhc Current # of Needed Based on Needed Based on Needed Based on
safety needs vary from Officers Existing Population | Projected Population | Projected Population

generally accepted ratio of
police officers to population 5 4 3 6
is approximatcly 1.8 officers
per 1,000 people. Table 6-1

outlines the results of using

this ratio to determine the number of officers needed currently and in the future according to population.
The Village has an adequate number of officers to serve its current population. Salado also likely has
enough to provide for the salety of its projected population of 2,631 people in 2030. For a population of
3,025, project-ed in the year 2040, one additional officer will be needed according to the ratio used.

It should be noted that the number of officers needed to serve a community, however, should not
necessarily be based on a ratio; it should be based on community need. Salado may need an increased
number of officers to ensure public safety within the Village as it grows. The Village should use the
accepted ratio of 18 officers per 1,000 people as a guide, but should monitor its unique public safety
needs.

In addition to personnel needs, spatial needs of a police department should also be considered. As was
mentioned previously, the Salado Police Department operates out of a small building located adjacent to
the Municipal Building. This situation is likely adequate for the short-term. As will be discussed in more
detail later herein, a central location within Salado that would house both municipal administrative and
police functions would be ideal. The Village should continue to contract with Bell County for jail space.

THE SALADO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Village of Salado has one fire station within the corporate limits of the Village. It is located just
south of the Village Municipal Building on the east side of Interstate Highway 33 (refer to Figure 6-1).
The land upon which the station is located is actually owned by a local church; the Salado Volunteer Fire
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Department owns the building itself and has a long-term lease agreement with the church for use of the
land. [n addition to this station, the Fire Department has a second fire station located on the west side of
[nterstate 35, near Salado High School, in the Village’s ET]. The Fire Department provides fire protection
for the residents of Salado through a contract with the Village. The Village makes a monetary
contribution on an annual basis that contributes to maintenance and equipment needs.

As with police protection, with continued growth within the Village, additional fire protection may
become necessary. However, fire protection service is generally measured by service area instead of a
ratio of personnel to citizenry. The area able to be served by one fire station is generally accepred to be a
radius of approximately one-and-one-half miles from the fire station itself. The area within the Village
not covered by the one-and-one-half mile service radius of the Fire Station is toward the back of the Mill
Creck Subdivision. Access into and out of Mill Creek is not ideal, and therefore, a planned roadway has
been shown on the Transportation Plan map (refer to Figure 4-1) connecting with an existing roadway in
the subdivision. Locating a new fire station along this planned roadway would provide an increased level
of fire protection service to the back of Mill Creek, as well as to the related ET] area. Village officials
should consider locating a fire station in this arca as roadways are constructed and such a facility is
financially feasible.

THE SALADO PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT & THE SALADO LIBRARY

The Village of Salado is part of the Salado Public Library District (SPLD), one of nine such districts in the
state of Texas. In 1997, the State Legislature passed a law allowing for the creation of library districts by
voters in areas not already served by public libraries. In May of 1998, voters within the boundaries of
what is now the SPLD approved the establishment of the District by a nearly two-to-one margin. The
Salado Public Library District area, shown on Figure 6-2, is that same as that of the Salado Independent
School District. At the same time, voters also approved a one-half percent sales tax to finance library
services within the District. This sales tax is collected from businesses within the SPLD (including
businesses within the Village of Salado).

The District has a much larger geographic area than the Village of Salado, and also has much larger
population, serving an estimated area population of approximately 5,469 people. The SPLD is governed
by a Board of Trustees with five members who arc elected by District voters. The District receives no
financial support directly from the Village of Salado municipal government; its income is mainly from the
sales tax revenue and, to a lesser extent, from donations and sales of used books.

Salado area residents are provided library service through the Salado Library. The library is located just
north of Mill Creek Drive on Main Street within the Village.

As population growth occurs, the SPLD may need to consider a satellite library and/or expanded
outreach programs, as discussed below.
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Outreach Programs

There are several outreach-based programs offered through the SPLD. The librarian in charge of
children’s services is involved in story-telling at local day-care centers and at the Salado elementary
school. Different types of special-interest classes are also offered, such as classes about computers and
genealogy. In addition, there has been a summer reading program for children that has been successful.
Programs on bird-watching, astronomy, and gardening are in the process of being established.

In the past, the SPLD's bookmobile program, which involved a vehicle that carried books to low-income
neighborhoods, was not successful. Another type of outreach program that may be successful in the
Salado area, however, is providing reading materials to senior citizens that may have difficulty visiting
the Salado Library. That is, a bookmabile program could be established that delivers books to seniors in
their homes. Purchasing a vehicle to provide this service is likely beyond the budget of the SPLD,
however, volunteers (or maybe staff) could provide this serviee in their individual vehicles, at least to
initiate the program. The Salado Library's book catalog is already available via the internet, and seniors
could simply request the delivery of particular books.

The remaining question, however, is whether there is much of a need for such a service. The Salado
arca does have a large population of retirces, but whether there are many people with mobility
challenges is unclear. The Salado Public Library should consider sending out a survey to assess the
desire and need for a bookmobile program for seniors prior to establishing such a program.

THE SALADO C1vIC CENTER & RELATED SITE

The Civic Center, like many buildings and sites in Salado, has a rich history. The site was once the
location of the home of a long-time local family®!. Donated by a family member to the Salado public
school system in the early 1900s, the home had to be demolished to make room on the site “for the new
school building which was constructed in 1924...1n 1993, after years of disuse, the red brick building was
renovated to become a community center.”

The site is approximately 4.3 acres in size and is still owned by the Salado Independent School District
(SISD). In addition to housing the SISD administrative offices, Bell County leases office space on the
Civic Center for the Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace and Constable. There is also an auditorium within the
building that is used for larger seminars, presentations, and local theater productions. In addition, there
is a public restroom in the Civic Center.

¢4 Institute for Humanities at Salado \Website, History of Old Salado link, ADDRESS: www salado institute org/ aboutsalade htm!
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SENIOR CENTER

Many people have chosen Salado as a place to retire, and subsequently, there is a large population of
senior citizens. The Salado area was categorized as a Census Designated Place (CDP) for the purposes of
gathering data for the 2010 U.S. Census. According to the 2010 U.S. Census, approximately 29.2 percent
of the population of the Salado CDP was over the age of 65.

A public facility that could be utilized for meetings and social events for senior citizen groups would help
the Village further serve this unique segment of its population. Currently, the Salado Civic Center is
used by some of these types of groups. However, as additional municipal services are expanded, an
additional facility for senior citizens should be considered.

SALADO ART & CULTURAL DISTRICT

The Salado Art and Cultural District is a district designated by the Texas Commission on the Arts. The
District is a special zone thar harnesses the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic
development and community revitalization. Goals of the District include: attracting artists and cultural
enterprises to the community; encouraging business and job development; addressing specific needs of
the community; establishing tourism destinations; preserving and reusing historic buildings; enhancing
property values; and fostering cultural development. The District encompasses largely the Main Street
Corridor and adjacent areas. The Salado Public Arts League works with the Village in a partnership to
maintain the District in accordance with State guidelines.

PUBLIC PARKING

The Village should develop and maintain public parking arcas, both on-street and off-street, in high
traffic areas such as Main Street and Royal Street, for use by visitors and residents. These parking areas
should be adequately signed, lighted and be fully accessible. In addition to publicly owned parking areas,
the Village should explore potential public private partnerships to provide adequate public parking,

Currcnt & ]=uturc Nccds Rclatcd to Watcr & Wastcwatcr

Planning for and providing water and wastewater services is an important public health, safety, and
welfare consideration. Citizens should be secure in the knowledge that they can rely on service and
availability. The following is intended to provide a general overview of the current water and
wastewater services within the Village of Salado and its ET]. More detailed analysis may need to be
initiated in the future as funds become available.
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WATER SERVICE

L o Y o~ =
The Salado Water Supply [ v L stwmouse Horlow

Corporation (WSC), which is an [ g q—mf- s G5
independent, self-funded entity, |\¢

provides water service in the [ N/}

Salado area. Hlustration 6-4 shows | ( J
the service area of the WSC, | | *
which  currently  provides
approximately 2,600  water | ")
service connections.  According e
to the engineering study, the
Salado WSC has adequate water e

supply to accommodate 3,600 i __I"::;_ -

connections, which is almost | | |wawrsupply] |

twice the number currently ok Copention o, =

served. That said, the Village ;& I\El

should work with the WSC to |- &
' = L

help locate and secure additional
water supplies to help meet the
Village's future water demands.

NMustration 6-4
AREAS SERVED BY THE SALADO WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION (WSC)

WASTEWATER SERVICE

Wastewater in a large portion of Salado is not centralized; individual septic systems (also referred to as
on-site septic facilities, OSSFs) service approximately 90% of the properties in Salado while the
remaining 10% of the properties are served by the Salade Wastewater System - a local centralized
wastewater system.

The concern with regard to wastewater is residential and nonresidential development alike. Currently,
the Salado Wastewater System has a limited service area, with connections on Main Street, Royal Street,
Church Street, Van Bibber, Thomas Arnold Road, and West Village Road. Future expansion of the
system will include the Sanctuary mixed use development, located south of the downtown area, as well
as future commercial and residential development west of Interstate 35. In areas where centralized
wastewater service is available, minimum lot sizes can be smaller allowing for more density in both
residential and commercial development. Such will not be the case in areas served by OSSFs, as large
minimum lot sizes will be required.

The Village should actively plan for expansion of its centralized wastewater system including, but not
limited to, increasing the capacity of its existing treatment plant and construction of an additional
treatment plant west of Interstate 35. The Village should advocate the beneficial reuse of treated
wastewater effluent, as an alternative to stream discharge, in any future planned treatment plant
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expansion and/or new treatment plant construction.

PUBLIC RESTROOMS

The Village should develop and maintain permanent public restroom facilities at several locations on
Main Street, Royal Street and in Pace Park. Such facilities should visible, accessible and located on public

property..

In Summary

The recommendations within this Public Facilities Plan are intended to provide general guidance for
anticipated future public facility and service needs, as well as for possible water and wastewater service
needs. However, detailed architectural evaluations should be undertaken and citizen input should be
considered prior to initiating the design of any new facility or modifying any existing public facility. Itis
recommended that in approximately five years, the Village initiate a detailed public facilities study to
determine if the expansion of existing services or provision of additional services has become necessary.

In terms of water and wastewater service provision, the Salado Water Supply Corporation is currently
serving the Village and surrounding area with water adequately, and improvements to the system are
being made on as as-needed, on-going basis. Wastewater service is largely provided by individualized
on-site septic systems. A Village-owned and operated centralized wastewater system provides

wastewater service to a limited area. Consideration should be given to expanding the service area of the
centralized wastewater system.
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FART SEVEN: HISTORIC PRESERVATIONSTRATEGIES

|ntroduction

The importance of Salado’s historic areas cannot be overstated. The reverence
that both Village citizens and leaders have for such areas is apparent in the
fact that almost every chapter of this Comprehensive Plan - including the
Guiding Principles, the Future Land Use Plan, the Parks ¢ Recreation Plan, the Public

MWewant to live
communitics that aie
identiliable and
dastinet and that have a
strong scnse ol the past
and realistic
capectiations ol the
luture. Buildings were

the dreams of our
wncestors s briel and
mortar. Preserving our
ancestors' dreams s not
only ceonomically
sutd, but helps create
asense of community
anedhidentity lor
SCRNCTUIONS L0 COMC.

Facilitics Plan - discusses some aspect of how historic structures/sites are
respected through the planning process. This part of the Comprehensive
Plan, the Historic Prescrvation Strategies, is intended to provide a basis for the
Historic Overlay District within the Salado Zoning Ordinance and to provide
guidance for the continued preservation of historic sites and structures.
These strategies are intended to ensure that the Village of Salado’s history is
preserved, maintained, and honored when making decisions regarding the
Village's future.

Thc Salaclo Historical 50cict3

The Village of Salado has long been recognized for its rich history. Long before it was incorporated the
citizens of the community organized the Salado Historical Society (SHS) with the desire to identify and
protect its historical landmarks. Then, with no local governing body and no authority to protect those
landmarks, SHS sought legislation from the State of Texas that would give legitimacy and support for its
effort. In 1989 the Texas State Legislature passed a resolution that recognized an area of Salado as a
historic district. One of the intents of the resolution was to formally encourage builders to voluntarily
respect the special historic character of Salado. The Salado Historical Society then appointed a Historic
District Committee which established Historic District Guidelines as standards to guide development
within the District. Using these non-enforceable guidelines the SHS attempted to preserve and protect
the Village's heritage and to ensure that important local historic resources are protected as new
development occurs. This was challenging for a number of years due to the fact that the Village was not
incorporated until 2000; no incorporated area existed through which zoning regulations could be
imposed. As one member of the Historic District Committee wrote in a memo to the Board of Aldermen
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in 2001, results of the SHS's efforts were mixed, and:

While most people making improvements within the Village have considered the suggestions and
recommendations of the Committee, development is frequently underway before the Committec has the
chance to meet with the developer to review Historic District Guidclincs. Although the Committec has
been able to encourage and to frequently persuade people to comply with the Guidelines, there has been no
way to assure compliance or to know, in advance, that development is contemplated.

The Society attempted to maintain and preserve historic structures and property primarily through
securing recognized historic status for them. The Salado Historical Society was successful in achieving
this for numerous historic resources. Designations were obtained for over 30 historic structures or
properties from the Texas Centennial Commission, Texas Historical Commission, and the National
Register of Historic Places. The Salado Historical Society remains an active and involved organization.

The Salado Historic Society voluntarily provides the Village with an important service - helping to
preserve Salado’s history for future generations. The Village should continue to work closely with the
SHS in this endeavor. The Village shall require those planning to develop within the Historic Overlay
District to seck input and recommendation from the SHS on their development plans. This
Comprehensive Plan, as well as the ordinances passed by the Village of Salado in recent years, have been
initiated and adopted partly in an attempt to preserve the unique historic character of the Village. This
Historic Prescrvation Strategics section is specifically written to that end.

T he Historic Ovcrlay District

One of the most important features of the Village's adopted Zoning Ordinance is the Historic Overlay
District. Based on input from the Salado Historical Society’?, the Historic Overlay District provides a
regulatory mechanism for the protection of historic buildings and sites within Salado. The boundaries of
the District are shown in Figure 7-1. The following sections list the structures itemized within the
Historic District, discuss specific aspects of the regulations themselves, and outline the process of
development within the District.

STRUCTURES AND SITES LISTED WITHIN THE HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICT

There are numerous structures and sites that are listed within the District that are specifically designated
as Historic Landmarks. External alterations to any structures listed must be specifically approved by the
Village, as will be discussed in detail later within this Historic Preservation Strategies document. The
structures and sites listed in the Zoning Ordinance are as follows.

72 hid.
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Landmarks Designated by the Texas Centennial Commission, Texas Historical Commission, by the

National Register of Historic Places, and/or by the Planning ¢» Zoning Commission and Board of
Aldermen:

Site of Alexander's Medical Distillery (Subject Marker)  Center Circle

Anderson House and Store
Armstrong-Adams House

George W. Baines House

Moses H. Denman Log Cabin

First Baptist Church (Subject Marker)
Captain Robert B. Halley House

Main Street

Main Street & Thomas Arnold
Royal Street

Van Bibber Lane

Main Street

Main Street

Hendrickson-Caskey House Center Circle
Lenticular Bridge (Subject Marker) Main Street
McKie House — Twelve Oaks Center Circle
Norton-Orgain House Main Street
Major A.J. Rose House Wm. Rose Way
Major Archibald J. Rose (Subject Marker) Wm. Rose Way

Salado Bridge (Subject Marker)
Salado Creek Natural Landmark (First in Texas)

Main Street at Salado Creek
Main Streer

Salado Church of Christ (Subject Marker) [H 35

Salado College Ruins Archeological Site Main Street

Welborn Barton, M.D. House Main Street

J-M.G. Davis Housc Pace Park Road

Site of Davis Mill (Subject Marker) Main Street & Pace Park Road
Salado United Methodist Church Chapel Royal Street

Stagecoach Inn Main Street

Levi Tenney House Pace Park Road

Orville T. Tyler House Main Street

Vickery-Berry House Main Street

Granville N. Vickery House
Barbee-Berry Mercantile Building

Main Street
Main Street

Thomas Arnold High School (Subject Marker) Main Strect
Salado Cemetery (Subject Marker) Baines Street
Old Salado Graveyard (Historic Texas Cemetery) Salado Cemetery
Rev. James & Fanny Ferguson (Subject Marker) Salado Cemetery
Captain Robert B. Halley (Subjcct Marker) Salado Cemetery
Dr. Samuel & Charlotte H. Jones (Subject Marker) Salado Cemetery
Fowler House Stagecoach Road
West Cemetery West Village
Robertson Ranch Plantation Robertson Road
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Landmarks Designated by the Village of Salado (the Salado Historical Society, Planning ¢~ Zoning
Commission, and Board of Aldermen):

Boles — Aiken Log Cabin Van Bibber Lane

Old Salado Church of Christ Main Street
Hamblen-Aiken Cemetery Van Bibber Lane

First State Bank Building (Grace Jones) Royal Street

Thomas H. Jones Mill Site Mill Creek Golf Course
Stagecoach Inn Log Cabin Main Street

Salado Public School (Old Red School-Civic Center)  Main Street
Vickrey-Berry Carriage House Main Street

Hutchens House Main Street

Rose Dipping Vat Table Rock Walking Trail - Royal Street
Methodist Church Chapel Royal Street

White Aiken House IH 35 Frontage

Norwood House Main Street

Norton Organ House Main Street

Guest Sanford Feed and Grain Royal Street

Masonic Lodge Church Street

The Shed Raoyal Street

SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF THE SALADO HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICT

One of the primary considerations at the initiation of this comprehensive planning process was the
historic character of the Village of Salado. One of the primary ways in which the Village has chosen to

ensure that this character is maintained is through the adoption of a Historic Overlay District (HOD)
within the Zoning Ordinance.

Similar to other zoning districts, the HOD has various regulations specific to properties located within
the boundaries of the HOD. These regulations address issues including, but not limited to, design scale,
parking, lighting, signs, architectural compatibility, building size and height. Such regulations should be
specific to the HOD and may vary from regulations of similar matters in other zoning districts. The
Village shall maintain these regulations, periodically reviewing and updating, as necessary, to ensure the
preservation of the historic character of Salado.

Special Oversight Within the Historic District

Due to its unique character, the Village shall maintain special oversight regulations. Criteria shall exist
to designate new landmarks that have been or are identified in the future as historically significant. Care
shall be taken in the permitting procedure for elements relating to the built environment in the HOD.
The Village should encourage those planning to develop within the Historic Overlay District to seek input
and recommendation from the SHS on their development plans.
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Frograms Available for Historic Preservation |nitiatives

While historic preservation efforts are important to maintaining the Village's character and uniqueness,
such efforts will likely require funding in the furure that the Village of Salado itself cannot directly
provide. Recognizing the need for funding, the Village shall pursue granting funding from federal, state,
private and non-profit sources to support its historic preservation efforts. Other programs, such as Main
Street America, do not necessarily provide monetary help, but provide for 1) increased regulatory
protection for recognized areas and 2) assistance with policy-related initiatives relating to historic
preservation. The Village should consider participating in such programs to enhance efforts to preserve
the unique character and history of Salado.

/n 5ummary

The Historic District of Salado, which is anchored by Main Street, is 2 unique place, full of historic
landmarks, thriving retail shops, bed-and-breakfasts, and people, both citizens and visitors. In order to
maintain the Village's historic character, this Historic Preservation Strategics part of the Comprehensive Plan
has outlined what has been done in the past, for instance the Salado Historic Society’s actions, and what
is being done in the present, specifically with recent ordinances as well as this planning effort. As a
result, for the future three specific recommendations are needed. First, the Village should work closely
and actively with the Salado Historical Society - this group has been at the forefront of protecting local
historic resources for years, and their expertise and knowledge will be valuable as the Village continues
in its goal of preserving historic resources. Second, the Village should work closely with other local
groups thar have similar ideals in terms of historic preservation; in working with these groups and with
the Salado Historic Society, the Village may be able to apply for and receive grant funds for historic
preservation efforts in addition to those that the Village may be able to secure on its own. This leads to
the third recommendation, which is that Salado should maintain a list of preservation-related projects
that could be pursued and then should review the discussion of available grants herein, especially those
which do not require matching funds; the Village should then apply for grants either on its own or as a
joint effort with other civic groups. Application for some grants listed may also require that Salado
become a member of 2 specific organization, and this should be part of the review process of the grants.
Following these recommendarions, the Village of Salado will be able to proactively preserve its historic
resources, not only for the cultural and economic health of the Village but also for future generations.
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The Village of Salado has a unique opportunity to make a substantial regional impression because of its
proximity to Interstate Highway 35. This location means that millions of peaple travel through the
Village each year. Another corridor within Salado, Main Street, is also significant - it is a densely
developed historic arca that serves as the primary location of the Village's tourism activities. Interstate
35 and Main Street are extremely different corridors, but are also extremely important to how the Village
of Salado is visually perceived. These two corridors will be the primary focus of the discussion herein,
which will address ways in which Salado can ensure that its visual appeal reflects the community image
that is desired.

Dcsign (Considerations A|ong the |nterstate Higl'lway 35 (Comidor

Interstate Highway 35 is a major thoroughfare that has the
potential to make a major impact in the way in which Salado is
viewed, and in turn, on whether travelers want to stop and visit
the Village. Design guidelines should be oriented toward the
ideal of ensuring that new development contributes to the ideal
of being inviting, Some of the development along the Interstate
within the Village limits meets this ideal, while some does not.
The following sections are intended to provide ways in which to
ensure that the Village of Salado will be perceived positively
along Interstate Highway 35 and that it will be recognized as the
unique community that it really is as new development occurs in

lustration 8-1
the future. The Interstate Highway 35 Corridor As [t Exists
Today

NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SI1ZE STANDARDS

The Future Land Use Plan discusses the fact that as the Village increases in population sizc, there will be an
increasing nced for larger retail stores. These retail opportunitics arc different in nature and size than what has developed
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previously and what is envisioned to develop in the future in the core area of Salado (page 3.9 of the Future Land Use
Plan). The core area of Salado that is referred to describes the area along Main Street, which will be
discussed in following sections of this Corridor Design Studies document. The Future Land Usc Plan also
recommends areas along Interstate Highway 35 for such retail uses, termed regional retail.

The visual appeal of the Interstate Highway 35 corridor will not be compromised as long as the regional
retail uses that develop are attractively designed; to ensure this, building material and fagade articulation
standards are recommended herein (page 8.6 and 8.7). Important for the purposes of this discussion is
the concept that larger buildings should be permitted to locate along the Interstate. Specifically,
structures that are not larger than 30,000 square feet in size should be encouraged. At the same time,
however, this would still not permit large “big-box™ stores. Larger structures within the Interstate
Highway 35 corridor would provide residents and visitors Salado more diverse retail opportunities while
maintaining the smaller, more individualized retail core that exists along Main Street.

PARKING AREA STANDARDS

Parking lots in developments located along Interstate Highway 35 should be constructed with concrete.
In addition, the number of parking spaces required for businesses along the Interstate should conform to
generally accepted ratio standards of square footage to space.

The location of parking lot areas should be another site development element that is considered by the
Village. Generally, development along the Interstate would be more attractive if parking lots were
located either behind the building or to the side of the building, behind the front building line. This
should not be required, however, due to the fact that site constraints often eliminate the ability to located
parking areas in this manner. The City should consider providing incentives for parking areas to be
placed to the side or the rear of the primary on-site structure to enhance the view of the development
from the street. An example of an incentive would be to require a reduced number of parking spaces,
reduced amount of landscaping, or a reduced front and/or side yard.

OPEN STORAGE AREAS

Open storage areas are generally defined as areas where goods and materials are displayed or stored
outside a building for more than 24 hours. Such areas should be permitted as part of developments along
Interstate Highway 35. However, given the fact that such areas detract from the positive community
image that the Village desires to portray, open storage areas should be screened from public view with a
masonry screening wall or a vegetative buffer that is at least six feet in height. The term “from public
view” in this case means that such areas should not be visible from any public street or from adjacent
property. In addition, requiring screening walls for open storage would be ineffective if the materials
were stacked above the height of the screening wall. Therefore, open storage materials should not be
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permitted to be stacked above the height of the screening wall.

SITE LAYOUT STANDARDS

To ensure minimal adverse impacts on single-family
homes in proximity to the Interstate Highway 33
corridor, there should be an increased setback for
retail developments that are over one story in height
and that are adjacent to single-family uses. Also,
although parking areas should be permitted within
required front and side yard setbacks, parking to the
side and rear should be encouraged as stated
previously. Landscaping should be located within
. setbacks, and there should be a landscape buffer of at
Example ofa Large S,f;ﬁ’,j,‘,';ﬂ;{‘{;’;’; Non Residential & least five feer directly adjacent to the Interstare
frontage road. These recommendations not only
contribute to better aesthetics, but also to minimizing adjacency conflicts between land use types and to
safety by creating less visual congestion for drivers on the frontage roads.

Tllustration -4

Dcsign (Considerations A|ong the
Main Street Corridor

NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SIZE STANDARDS

The Future Land Usc Plan discusses the fact that in the core area
of the Village, 2 maximum building size should be established.
The basis of this is that structures within the Main Street
corridor should be smaller in scale to ensure consistency with
the pedestrian-oriented environment and with existing
structures/development. It is therefore recommended that
structures be designed to be a maximum of 6,000 square feet
(total, not just foorprint) and not more than two stories in height. This size would allow for a few larger
buildings on sites that are able to accommodate slightly larger buildings, but would ensure comparibility
with buildings along Main Street today.

Nlustration 8-5
Example of a Small Shop in Salado

PEDESTRIAN ORIENTATION

Main Street is intended to remain the high-traffic, low-speed pedestrian-oriented corridor that it is
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today. Therefore, design considerations for future development along Main Street should include how
pedestrians are accommodated by the new development or by changes to a site with an existing

Mustration 8-6
A Shop in Salado With Benches for Pedestrians

structure.  Such considerations should include
pedestrian access from parking areas to the main
building(s), pedestrian access within the site (from
building to building, from a building to an open
space area, etc.), and pedestrian access to adjacent
sites. In addition, pedestrian-oriented site
amenities such as street furniture and public spaces
(gazebos, fountain areas, etc) should be
encouraged.

LAND USES

As srated in the Future Land Usc Plan, Salado is
known statewide for its wunique retail

opportunities, which are generally concentrated along Main Street. People can shop there, stay overnight
at the Stagecoach Inn or a bed-&-breakfast, eat at a local café or restaurant, and gather for community
events and festivals all in the heart of the Village of Salado. In order to enable people to experience this
diversity of activity in one place, a mixture of land use types have developed over the years. Therefore,
unlike the generally singular land uses that have been and will develop along the Interstate corridor, the

Main Street corridor should continue to develop with a

mixed land use pattern.

PARKING AREA STANDARDS

As discussed in the Historic Preservation Strategies part
of this Comprehensive Plan, parking along Main Street
is a continuing challenge. Regardless of the fact that
Main Street is and should continue to be pedestrian-
oriented, the retail and office land uses that are located
along it need to have parking areas in close proximity.
However, a typical ratio of parking spaces to square
footage is not applicable to the uses along Main Street as

Ilustration 8-7
Gravel Parking Should Be Permitted

it is along the Interstate. In addition, the use of large concrete parking areas would be inconsistent with
previous development. Therefore, recommendations for parking along the Main Street corridor are that
on-street parking should be permitted, a reduced ratio of parking spaces to square footage should be
used. In addition to concrete and asphalt gravel, decomposed granite or pavers should be permitted for
small parking area surfaces. There should be a shared parking provision to reduce the amount of parking
required and to maximize the amount of development that can occur.
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OPEN STORAGE AREAS

Unlike development along the Interstate Highway 33 corridor, open storage areas (as defined previously)
should not be permitted in the future along Main Street. Stacks and groupings of large, unsightly
materials will detract from the unique ambiance experienced
in historic Salado. Existing businesses with open storage
areas should be permitted to continue to have them,
although the storage areas should not be enlarged.

SETBACK STANDARDS

Setback requirements along Main Street should be as small
as possible while still ensuring safety. Many of the sites that
were previously developed, including some that are
designated as historical, have little to no setback from Main
Street. Therefore, a setback of five feet from Main Street
would likely be adequate. In addition, ro ensure fire safety

.. . e IHustration 8-8
there should be a minimum separation between buildings of A Shop in Salado That Has a Small Setback

at least 10 feet. There is no need for any additional setbacks
between retail and single-family land uses - this is due to the desire for a dense, mixed land use pattern
along the Main Street corridor.

Dcsign (Guidelines A|ong Both |H 35 & Main Street

BUILDING FACADE MATERIALS

One of the ways in which the Village can set itself apart along Interstate Highway 35 is to require that
certain materials be used for the exterior walls of buildings. Often, communities find that their highway
frontage areas are consumed by non-residential structures with unattractive, prefabricated metal walls or
flat, untextured concrete walls. Communities across the state that have enacted strong standards to
prevent this stand out from the rest.

Main Street is another area in which building fagade materials are important to Salado’s visual quality.
The time span of development within this corridor has led to a diversity of materials that is unique and
cannot easily be replicated in terms of standards. However, it is important for new development to be
compatible and to add o the visual appeal of Main Street, and therefore, fagade materials standards are
nceded
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FACADE ARTICULATION

A specified requirement for building articulation should be incorporated. Architectural variation of the
exterior walls of any structure visible from:

» Interstate Highway 35 should be provided for all nonresidential structures 30,000 square feet in
size or greater. The variation should be at least three feet in depth for every 25 feet in vertical or
horizontal length. Nonresidential structures less than 30,000 square feet should incorporate
architectural variation of at least one foot in depth for every 10 feet in vertical or horizontal
length.

» Main Street should be provided for all structures. The variation should be at least three feet in
depth for every 30 feet in vertical or horizontal length.

OUTSIDE DISPLAY

Qurside display is differentiared from open storage due primarily to the more temporary nature of outside
display. Outside display areas are defined as areas for the temporary display of retail commodities and
goods for the purpose of sale outside of an
enclosed building; commodities and goods
generally do not remain outside overnight,
although some seasonal display items (e.g.,
Christmas trees) may occasionally. Many types of
retailers have outside display areas, including
both the larger retail that is anticipated along the
Interstate corridor as well as the small-scale retail
that exists and is encouraged in the future along
mmﬂfﬁ?%ﬂ: i%isphy Main Street. _Our.sidc di§play areas arc often
located in parking areas or immediately in front of
retail shops. It is therefore recommended that in connection with any permitted use, outside display
should be allowed as an accessory use within both the Interstate Highway 35 corridor and the Main
Street corridor. Related requirements should consider elements such as unobstructed pedestrian access,
limitations on the distance such areas can be from the main use, and maintenance of materials (i.c.,
display is neat and orderly, etc.).

SPACING OF NON-RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAYS

Minimum spacing distances between driveways along Main Street, the frontage roads of Interstate
Highway 35, and any other applicable Village roads should be required. Provisions within the Village
Subdivision Ordinance regarding the spacing of driveways from intersections do nor fully address the
adverse affects on mobility that can occur with too many driveways along highly trafficked roadways.
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Therefore, it is recommended that the Village require minimum driveway spacing standards.

SHARED NON-RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAYS

Shared driveways along the frontage roads of Interstate Highway 33 should also be required. Adjacent
developments should make provisions to share driveway access points by constructing the driveway(s)
in such a way that it can be shared by an adjacent development - this would mean locating the
driveway(s) at the side property line(s). Areas that are already densely developed will not likely be able
to do this, but new developments may be able to utilize driveways of adjacent existing development (by
widening, etc.). Uses that require two driveways by current regulations should construct both at either
property line so that they are or can be shared at both access locations. Uses that require more than two
driveways by current regulations should construct at least two driveways such that they are or can be
shared.

CROSS-ACCESS BETWEEN DEVELOPMENTS

Another way in which to provide for increased mobility of the specified roadways is to require cross
access between developments along the Interstate Highway 35 frontage roads. This would help alleviate
the need for drivers to enter onto one of these roadways in order to drive to an immediately adjacent
development. Mutual access agreements between adjoining properties should be required.

GENERAL SIGN GUIDELINES

Signage is one of the most visible elements of urban development. While the proliferation of signs along
a roadway can contribute to visual clutter, moderate use of attractive, well-designed signs can contribute
to a visually cohesive streetscape. The regulation of signs within Salado is important to its image within
high traffic corridors such as Interstate Highway 35. Without regulation of signage, the [H 35 corridor
could become visually unattractive, which could in turn negatively impact Salado's ability to entice
tourists to exit the highway and take a closer look at Salado. In addition, signage along Main Street
should add to the historic ambiance of the area; therefore, regulation of certain sign characteristics such
as size and material is important to maintain the Village’s character along Main Street.
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Ilustration 8-16
Existing & Potential Gateway Locations
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GATEWAY SIGNS

Well-designed, visible gateway treatments placed at the strategic locations would provide citizens of and
visitors to Salado with a visual image of the geographic location of the City, thereby effectively and

clearly defining the Village's identity.  Establishing
gateways would help people to further differentiate
Salado from other communities located along the
Interstate. The Village has already recognized the benefits
of gateway signs - two signs already exist on Interstate 35
and one sign exists located at the intersection of Mill
Creek Drive and the Interstate Highway 35 frontage road.

These gateway treatments should have a consistent design
so that a particular image becomes associared with the
Village. The current gareway treatment is simple, yet
attractive. It is therefore recommended that future
gateway signs be based on the existing one, but that their
size be varied based on the speed of the traffic intended to
view it.

]n Summary

The Village of Salado has two distincr areas where its community image is and will continue to be most
visible - along Interstare Highway 35 and along Main Street. These areas are extremely different but are
also extremely important in terms of how the Village of Salado is visually perceived. The
recommendations made herein are intended to help Salado ensure that its visual appeal reflects the
community image that is desired as future development and redevelopment occurs.

Ilustration 8-15
Gateway in Salado
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FART NINE: COMMUNITY LIVABILITY GUIDELINES

. Definition of COMMUNITY.
Introcluctlon

1 A roupof people iving uithe same localin

. o - . and tinder the same covernment, 2, The distiict
The words community and livability are difficult to define,

perhaps primarily because they mean different things to
different people. While a dictionary can define these
words or variations thercof (as shown at right), it is the Definition of LNVARLE:
connotation of such words and the feelings they convey
that cannot easily be expressed. A community can be BxibitisrmiE
described by its geographical configuration - the sense of e e T
belonging that people often associate with ctheir L To conduct ones’ existence i o particilas
ging peop

community area is not easily expressed. Livability can be
described in relation to quantifiable quality of life factors -
the true livability of a community that is enjoyed by
residents is difficult to measure. This element of the
Comprehensive Plan is intended to identify aspects of neighborhoods that have historically been related
to the continued quality of neighborhood areas, aspects which can enhance the community livability of
Salado in the years to come as new residential development occurs.

orfocalitv inwhich such a eroup Inves.

ol B PRl

I ato five in 2 Worth inving,

mainer 2 To pursue d positive, satis|ving

L’,\jk‘!'lL’HfL‘

11

Dcsign (Considerations for New Residential Dcvc|0|:>mcnt

The design and character of residential neighborhoods is an important component of the community's

overall urban design. As more property is developed into residential subdivisions, such design factors as

the provision of open space, adjacency issues, screening, and landscaping, as well as the design layout of

—ri— the subdivision itself, will be critical to the

Description of . . . . )
s perception  of the Village's residential
WARLE COMAMUNTTY: . . :

el 8 2 o N T neighborhoods. While the community clearly

IR NI R URHINR N NSO must  provide  developers  with  options

AR R AR IRy ISl 2ppropriate  to  the marketing of  their

ncighiborfioods die presavedwhere farms, forests, subdivisions, the community must also strive to

aid other green spaces aie protecied; vwhere older maintdin igome continuity between  different
residential subdivisions.

neiehborfoods can thrive once deain.

h\‘(f,”l’f L'U!H‘Hil””_\’ hfi.\' M{f;: .\ff’t‘Cl’H,“‘:l‘(‘Ef.‘\L’!IUUI’S, The wvast majori[y of the exis[ing homes and
NGRS RS RN ARSI rcsidential areas in the Village of Salado are
Of commitiniy.
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characterized by high-quality development. New residential subdivisions need to contribute to the high
quality of Salado’s neighborhood areas. Future residential development should include positive design
elements that will add value, both aesthetic and monetary, to the homes constructed within them. These
concepts related to Salado’s future neighborhood areas are addressed within this part of the
Comprchensive Plan.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

Typical Neighborhood Layout

Mlustration 9-1 shows a typical neighborhood layout. This layour generally represents the way in
which residential areas are protected or buffered from thoroughfares and nonresidential uses. Major
thoroughfares serve as the boundary of the neighbarhood. Collector streets provide primary access
through the neighborhoods and are

hY AOH THURAQUGHEARE

. generally not continuous, but instead are
o : 2 offser within the interior of the neigh-
3 3 . :
- = 2 borhood, which discourages cut-through
B0 1 ! :
A o traffic. Natural fearures such as creeks or
- L ! » .
T < X | 2 floodplains are made part of the
T e ~ e} 2 . .
5 & X 8 residential area, and park or open space
= €, " . . .y
g e L - features provide recreational amenities
wi- | cotLECItoR <o £ Ve . . A B
< % O3 2 within walking distance. Residential
'£ o) (,.'-4' [+]
H \ X % lots do not front directly onto major or
=1 K Y
= olircrds 3 collecror roadways, rather they back to
= B CT 0
o B 2 them. Cul-de-sacs are used to provide
b 5 t 2 access to residences from interior streets,
; =]
§ not directly from the major roadways.
- 3 y |
— z  Convenient retail areas and various other
o€ 1 S, facilities, such as churches, are also
- %a%::??:z‘ appropriate as part of a typical
1078 8acn vol usion THORCUGHFWRE Lﬁ'—'.’-"b"—\*:-h'l' - HEighborhOOd.

MAJOR THOROUGHFARE
——— APPAQIIMATELY ONE MILE

The word typical, however, does not
generally apply to the Village of Salado.
Its uniqueness has been a major aspect of
its ability to artract new residents and thousands of visitors each year. This discussion regarding the
typical neighborhood layout is not presented here to encourage Salado to become a cookie-cutter
community. Rather, it is presented so that Village leaders can be informed about the gencral
characteristics that a neighborhood should have. This will in turn help them make decisions about
new residential development proposals and their contribution to Salado in the long-term, In general,
new residential areas within the Village should have some of the following features:

Ilustration 9-1
A Typical Neighborhood Layout
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¢ Major thoroughfares in proximity to but on the
outside of the neighborhood area;

¢ Parks and/or open space areas;

¢ Accessibility for wvehicles as well as for
pedestrians/bicyclists;

¢ Strategic placement of retail uses and other
appropriate nonresidential uses within or on
the periphery of the neighborhood area.

General Guidelines Related to Quality

There are additional characteristics related to the
quality of residential neighborhoods that should be
considered by the Village. Some of these characteristics
are addressed in the Village's ordinances. Others
should be considered for inclusion.

[o SIDEWALKS: Pedestrian concrete walkways
that are at least four feet in width should

be provided in all new residential

developments on both sides of all interior Nustration 9-2

streets. Attractive Homes Ina Salado Neighborhood

¢ CURVILINEAR STREETS: At least 50 percent
of the all interior streets within a new residential neighborhood should be curvilinear in
design. This will help ensure that traffic travels at a low rate of speed through

neighborhoods in Salado.
¢ TREES: Trees have been proven to add value to residential property® . Street trees placed
Thesc items at consistent intervals along internal streets would ultimately result in an aesthetically
have been pleasing view throughout the neighborhood. In addition, the Village should limit where
addressed . .
within current and when large trees may be removed by requiring oversight of such removal.

Village ¢ ADEQUATE ROOF PITCH: There are many different ways to ensure that individual
Gl s housing units are constructed to a high quality. One such way is to require a minimum
roof pitch. A minimum standard of 6-to-12 (rise-to-run) should be established for roof
pitches on new single-family units.

+ HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS: When a neighborhood provides amenities that are not
intended to be dedicated to the Village of Salado for public use, such as private streets, a
private recreation facility, and/or landscaped entry features, a property owners or
homeowners association should be established. Such an association would be
responsible for the perperual maintenance of the amenities. This will help to ensure that
the Village will not incur the cost of maintaining amenities that serve only a single

K neighborhood arca.

91 Benefits of the Utban Forest  Center for Urhan Forest Rescarch, Pacific Southwest Resecarch atation, USDA Farest Service, Davis, Califomia. ADDRESS
hetpiwww ci atherton ca usipdEtcwebMay0l pdi
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F TwO-CAR GARAGES: All new single-family residences should have a garage that provides
space for at least two cars; driveways should also be long/wide enough to provide off-
street parking provisions.

+ SIDE- OR REAR-FACING GARAGES: Many residential developments have houses
constructed with all garages facing the street, which can result in the garage becoming
the predominant architectural feature of the neighborhood. This is especially true for
small-lot development, in which lots tend to have smaller front yards, and therefore
shorter driveways. To provide market choice while avoiding garages becoming

These items predominant, a certain percentage of the overall number of lots should have residences

R situated such that garages face to the side or rear of the house.

b‘f;’,‘fd“i:"l;“d ¢+ CONNECTIONS TO THE VILLAGE TRAIL SYSTEM: The recommended trail system is
within Village

ordinances. discussed at length within the Parks & Recreation Plan (Part 5) of this Comprehensive
Plan. New neighborhoods should both contribute to and provide access to this trail
system. For example, the Village should consider requiring at least two access points to
a designated trail segment for every 75 lots developed.

¢+ NEIGHRORHOOD ENTRANCE SIGNS: Entranceways into neighborhoods can help provide
individual neighborhood identity, image, and character. Either a freestanding sign or a
wall plague attached to a masonry screening wall at the main entranceway into the
neighborhood should be allowed and encouraged, in cases where there is an established
neighborhood or homeowner's association which shall be responsible installation and

K maintenance of the sign or wall plaque. Standards for the perpetual maintenance of the

entranceways, which should be the responsibility of a neighborhood association, should
also be outlined.

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN RELATION TO ADJACENT THOROUGHFARES

One of the most important aspects of IHlustration 9-1 (page 9.3)
is that major thoroughfares bound the residential -
neighborhood area and residential lots do not front onto such
thoroughfares. Major thoroughfares typically attract large
volumes of traffic, and fronting residences on major
thoroughfares (INustration 9-3) will reduce cfficiency of the
thoroughfares due to the number of driveways, curb cuts and
cross-streets, as well as the possibility of on-street parking in
front of the houses. Fronting lots onto major roadways also | —.
tends to present aesthetic and noise problems for area
residents due to large amounts of traffic passing in front of
homes, Of equal importance is the safety factor when area
residents must back their vehicles onto a major thoroughfare
to leave their homes. Additionally, no space is typically
provided along major thoroughfare for parking in front of

Frant of Redidences
Frdnt of Residences

L

Collector Strect

g
————Mujor Thoroughfa
N
Front of Residefices
Front df Residepces

lustration 9-3

Fnts Emnr i e - Nor
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residences, which is generally needed to serve the needs of visitors to the home, deliveries to the home,
and the like. Also, when a subdivision's layout produces lots fronting onto a major thoroughfare, there is
ultimately pressure later on to convert these residences into retail or commercial land uses. While this
has worked in Salado's favor in the past as evidenced by the success of Main Street, the conversion
process that has occurred there is the exception rather than the norm; such conversion does not usually

work so effectively.
A preferred approach is to configure residential lots so that
g g g residences either back or side onto major streets. This tactic
I 3 enhances neighborhood security and minimizes negative
g g . . .
é & = traffic impacts upon the surrounding major thoroughfares.
(=] =) oo o o .
= = = The careful treatment of subdivision design adjacent to future
S e : q . .
& & i major thoroughfares will contribute to the safety and capaci
g y P
— & ) & of the thoroughfares. It will help to protect adjacent
ey C””“‘fj’ Street residential properties from the negative influences of these
— &1 - .
\H "|I roadways, and from pressures to convert residences into
| 5 3 nonresidential land uses in the future.
T £ 1T
1= = = - . .
\ g 8 g Mustration 9-4 shows residential lot arranged such that they
1=—=i s back jor thoroughfare. This i lished b
=% T ack onto a major thoroughfare. This is accomplished by
1€ s 8 fronting residential lots on a parallel residential street. By
& P T . .
| | k(I restricting access and by providing screening and suitable
n landscaping with an adequate setback between the residential

Wlustotion 9-4 development and the major thoroughfare, it is possible to
Lots Backing on a Major Thoroughfare -Recommended  av0id problems that would be created if all abutting lots had
direct access onto the major thoroughfare. Intersections of
collector streets or other subordinate roadways should be
Fnjm of Refidences spaced at adequate distances such that the mobility of the
major thoroughfare is not adversely affected. Such street
spacing should result in an interior subdivision design
permitting access into the neighborhood, but discouraging the
movement of through rraffic within the residential
development.

= Front of Residences

font of Residences Mustration 9-5 shows how short cul-de-sac streets may be used
Collector Stree to create lots that do not have direct access onto a major

ont of Resi denbes thoroughfare, resulting in lots that side onto the thoroughfare.
' This technique offers a pracrical and economical way to

protect the capacity of the major thoroughfare, and it also
helps to preserve the integrity of the residential neighborhood.
The use of cul-de-sac streets alternated with through collector
streets that intersect with a major thoroughfare tends to yield
an efficient lot layout design. Further, the use of cul-de-sac
streets is generally desirable for residents due to minimal

I 1
Il ]

wforT horoughfarc
Side
|

-

Side

Nlustration 9-5
Lots Siding on a Major Thoroughfare ~Recommended
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traffic flows.

Given the fact that residential developments can be configured such that lots do not face onto major
thoroughfares, it is recommended that the Village review proposals accordingly. This would provide
better residential opportunities for new buyers. It would also ensure that the mobility provided by the
Village's major thoroughfares will not be unduly affected by residential development.

METHODS OF MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF DEVELOPMENT NEAR SALADO CREEK &t
ASSOCIATED DRAINAGE AREAS

Salado Creek is an integral part of the Village and is considered to be an environmentally sensitive area.
It offers great recreational and scenic opportunities which people have been attracted to for centuries.
Much of the remaining vacant land adjacent to the creek will likely be developed as residential. In order
to protect the integrity of the drainage system and to reduce the potential for flooding, it is recommended
that the Village adopt a policy for designing residential developments adjacent to Salado Creek and
related floodplain arcas. It should be noted that some of the recommendations related to drainageways
and floodplain areas are addressed within the Village's Subdivision Ordinance.

Salado Creek and its related drainageways and floodplain areas can be further preserved by:

+ DESIGNATING THEM AS OPEN SPACE AREAS — As designated open space areas (public or
private), they would be incorporated into the park system. This is discussed in detail within
the Parls ¢ Recreation Plan (Part 5) of this Comprehensive Plan.

¢ DESIGNATING THEM AS FLOODWAY MANAGEMENT AREAS — In cases where floodway
management areas (FMAs) are dedicated to the Village, the drainage areas would be
maintained in a natural condition. That is, little maintenance would be provided except for
trash or debris removal that is necessary to ensure that the ability of the area to serve as a
drainageway is preserved. Salado would still benefit from the conservation of open space
that such management areas, by their nature, provide.

As the vacant areas within the Village continue to develop, the potential for flooding will increase due to
higher stormwater runoff volumes from impermeable surfaces. Protection of the floodplain areas and
preservation of critical drainageways - Salado Creek = can help to reduce capital expenditures that may
be needed in the future to correct problems caused by flooding.

In Summarg

The term community livability means something different to different people. However, there are often
common elements that people can agree on that contribute to community livability. Such elements can
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include quality neighborhood areas, parks and open spaces, attractive housing, and natural features such
as trees. Also, a consideration in determining community livability is the way in which residential areas
are configured. That is, residences should generally be located on secondary streets as opposed to major
thoroughfares. In addition, a major element of community livability in Salado is Salado Creek ~ public
access to the creek and to its related drainageways should be considered with new residential
development. All of these elements are discussed herein, and recommendations are made accordingly.

Implementation of these recommendations will further improve community livability in the Village of
Salado.

Part Ninc: Community Livability Guidclines
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FPART TEN: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN

|ntroduction

The Village of Salado’s uniqueness has been discussed in relation to numerous topics throughout this
Comprehensive Plan. The Village's Economic Development Plan is no exception - the Plan and its related
recommendations must reflect Salado’s unique economic development opportunities as well. Usually, an
economic development plan assesses 1) new business activity within a community, as measured by
increases in employment and expansion/growth of the tax base, and 2) retention and increased viability
of existing businesses. In Salado, however, economic development is inherently tied to tourism. With its
distinctive environment of bed-and-breakfasts, retailing, and art, with its proximity to Interstate
Highway 33, and with Salado Creek, the Village is becoming increasingly well-known as a tourist
destination. Current groups and efforts related to facilitating and pursuing local tourism efforts will be
discussed within this part of the Comprehensive Plan, as will recommendations for maintaining and
improving such efforts.

|dentified Frinciplcs & Actions

During the establishment of the Interim Comprehensive Plan, several guiding principles and related
actions were identified to help guide the planning process. Those applicable to the economic
development opportunities in Salado, from Part Two: Guiding Principles ¢r Actions, are as follows:

PRINCIPLE 8:
Ensure that economic development opportunities are pursued in order to provide the Village with
a solid fiscal outlook as future growth and development occurs.

Action 8.1: Use the positive image that Salado has throughout Texas to increase economic
development opportunities, especially those that are tourism-related.

Action 8.2: Establish target uses that are considered to be desirable within the Village.

Action 8.3: Establish ways in which to attract target uses to locate in Salado.

Part Ten: Economic Development (January 2004) Page 10
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Action 8.4: Establish methods and procedures for finding and applying for grants that may be available
from private foundations and government agencies to assist the Village in accomplishing
the objective stated herein.

It should be noted that Action 8.4 has been addressed within the Historic Preservation Strategies part of this

Comprehensive Plan {Part 7). Principle 8 will be used as a guide to address the remaining action items to
the furthest extent possible herein.

[ ntities |nvolved in | conomic Dcvc|opmcn1;/Tourism

There are numerous groups involved in marketing and promoting tourism in Salado. Many of these
groups work in conjunction with one another. The common goal of each generally is to increase
economic development opportunities in Salado by concentrating efforts principally on tourism.
Following are the groups most involved in such efforts.

> Chamber of Commerce - The Salado Chamber of Commerce has been in existence since

the 1960's. The Chamber, along with the SBA, compiles and distributes marketing
brochures and operates a website.

» Salado Business Association (SBA) - The SBA is an active committee of the Chamber
that is primarily focused on generating rourism traffic; this group has funds available to it
from the Tourism budget to spend on tourism-related efforts.

» The Salado Tourism Council - Created by the Village to investigate the creation of a
tourism program in Salado, the Council now serves as the advisory board for the Salado
Convention & Visitors Bureau (Tourism Office). The Council oversees the day to day
operations of the CVB and makes recommendations to the Board of Alderman
concerning budget and marketing programs. The Mission of the Village of Salado
Tourism Council is to improve the economic base of the community by marketing Salado
as a premier tourism destination to individuals and groups.

» The Salado Convention ¢ Visitors Bureau (CVB) - The CVB was created by the
Tourism Council and the Board of Alderman by passing a four percent Hotel Occupancy
Tax and hiring the Tourism Director to handle the day to day operations of improving
the economic base of the community by marketing Salado as a premier tourism
destination to individuals and groups. The CVB makes recommendations to the Council
and Board regarding budget and marketing plans and then carries out those plans in the
best way possible.

Part Ten: Economic Development Page 102
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The Salado T ourism Assessment

In January of 2001, the Texas Department of
Economic Development’'s Tourism Division §
performed an in-depth assessment of Salado's
tourism market and potential. The assessment
includes information about tourism in relation to
the region, the region being Bell County. It also
includes a Strengths-Weaknesses-Opportunities-
and-Threats (SWOT) analysis. For the purposes of
this Economic Development Plan, it is relevant to
review the findings of the SWOT analysis.
Following are the items discussed with
explanations provided as necessary.

Strengths

¥ VvV V VvV VvV Vv V V YV

A4

»

Weaknesses

»

Illustration 10-1
THE BARTON HOUSE - A DESIGNATED HISTORIC BUILDING INSALADO

Shopping

Bed & Breakfasts

Dining

Historic Sites

Festivals and Events

Civic Center

Central Texas Area Museum
Location

Genealogy ~ Research materials are available as part of the Central Texas Area Museum,
and local historic cemeteries provide additional interest.

Regional Organizations - Continued participation in regional organizations was
recommended.
Volunteerism

Signage — Lack of information regarding
tourist  sites/areas  and  visitor
information.

Parking

Workforce ~ Concern regarding keeping
young adults in Salado by increasing
their involvement in tourism. :
Funding - Lack of funding for tourism [iostraricn 10-1

SOME RLETAIL SHOPS IN SALADO ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE
efforts. OFF-STREET PARKING

Part Ten: Economic Development
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Opportunities
» Salado Creek

» Historical and Legendary Themes - Two themes were mentioned as being worthy of
further development and exploration as a tourist attraction: 1} the Legend of Sirena,
which is the story of a maiden that was transformed into a mermaid, and 2) the story of
Sam Houston and the Stagecoach Inn.

» Mill Creek Golf and Country Club

Wildfire Ranch

» Walking Trail at Tablerock Amphitheater - It was recommended within the Parks ¢
Recreation Plan (Part 5) of this Comprehensive Plan that a walking trail should be
established, and that Tablerock’s trail should be part of a Village-wide trail system.

» Wedding Packages

» Tourism Committee - It was recommended that a committee of shop owners, B&B
owners, restaurants owners, and other people that have a vested interest in tourism in
Salado be established to set goals for tourism-related efforts.

> Sports Facilities — Current sports facilities would not be able to support a tournament or
large event, but with renovation, sports tourism could be an expanded tourism venue in

v

Salado.
> Salado Website © o l
» Historic Cemeteries
» Group Tours
» Cultural Tourism
» Heritage Tourism
» Taking Memories Home - The
availability of  souvenirs and Churches
memorabilia for rourists to take home
from Salado is mentioned as lacking, ®
» Writers Familiarity Tours - The
Village or another civic-minded o S
organization would pay writers Dlustration 10-3
expenses to visit the area and write an A SBA BROCHURE ABOUT SALADO (From 2002)
article about Salado.

> Create a 501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization for Tourism

» Marketing Opportunities —~ What are described are potential marketing opportunities
that are either free or relatively inexpensive, including state-sponsored programs and
involvement in larger cities' tourism marketing efforts (i.e., Houston, San Antonio, etc.).

Threats

» Local Hotel Taxes - It is recommended that “a happy medium” be found between the
Village's needs in terms of revenue and the desires of the accommodation owners.

» The Annual Art Fair - A lack of consistency from year-to-year is mentioned.

Part Ten: Economic Development Page 104
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Community Support - It is mentioned that support for tourism was strong, but that as
tourism grew, support might weaken.

Not Partnering (With other communities in Bell County)

Big City Flight — This is discussed as a perceived threat and is described as the concern
that citizens may have in the future about “big city” people moving into Salado and
changing the local culture.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE THE TOURISM ASSESSMENT

Salado has continued to grow and improve in terms of its tourism-related economic development
tourism. Several of the “Opportunities™ listed within the 2001 Assessment have been improved upon.
Following is a summary of accomplishments made by the Village and other economic development

groups.

>

>

The Village adopted of a four percent local Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT), which is
discussed further following this listing;
The Village created a Tourism Council and the position of Tourism Director to oversee
the local HOT funds and develop tourism and marketing strategies.
The Village continually promotes and fosters the creation of new events sponsored by
local organizations through the establishment of a Tourism Grant program. The Village's
Tourism Office has offered guidance and support for these new events, including;

n  Fantasy Faire - September 2002, 2003, 2004

n  Signage, refurbished billboard signs - 2003

n  Web Site improvement - 2003

n  Tour of Artist Studios/Art Lessons - February 2004

n  Chisholm Trail Days in Salado - November 2004

Salado partners with area communities through the Bell County Tourism Council, which
is 2 marketing co-operative formed by Belton, Killeen, Temple and Salado to promote the
entire County, as well as through the Texas Brazos Trail Region and the GIFT
(Generating Ideas for Festivals in Texas) program.

The Village is involved in the Texas Historical Commission's Texas Brazos Trail Region,
which promotes heritage tourism by providing marketing tools, education, and
encouragement in regions across the state.

In an effort to provide continuity, the Salado Chamber of Commerce now utilizes full-
time staff to produce and direct events with volunteer help.

The Village coordinates marketing efforts berween the Salado Business Association and
the Tourism Office to maximize dollars and increase coverage.

Part Ten: Economic Development
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Village of

Saladore,

» The Village promotes and fosters cooperative marketing efforts (print advertising, direct
mail, billboards, e-mail newsletter, website) between Salado businesses and
organizations through Tourism Grants and specially funded opportunities.

» Salado was awarded grant funds from the

Texas Commission on the Arts, thereby Texas Golfers
allowing specific funds to be awarded to Tee Off in Salado!
unique local projects. gt

> A Salado Initiarive Task Force has been created
to explore issues with parking and
transportation along Main Street and within
other visitor areas.

» The Village has made a comprehensive effort to
ptilize local, state and national calendars of SALADO GOLF GETAWAY

events to list and promote all Salado events. Win a Salado vacation with dinner for

. . two at the historic Stagecoach Inn,

» Marketing materials have been created that | complimentary accommodations in one

G : of Salado's fine lodging facilities, The

specifically target the meetings and group tour Gazebo, and rounds of golf for two at

markets. premier Texas hill country course, Mill
Creek Golf Resort,

» Marketing coverage has been increased to
include not only print advertising but also

direct sales via consumer shows, meeting reat
planner tradeshows, tour operator tradeshows, olf
and one-on-one sales calls. etaway

» The Village has been involved in coordinating

support from lodging facilities, recreation Ilustration 10-4

. . . AN ADVERTISEMENT ONTHE SALADO CHAMBER
opportunities and special events organizers to A8 oM ERCE WERSTTE FOR A SPECIAL
promote special weekend packages. WEEKEND PACKAGE

The adoption of the Hotel Occupancy Tax warrants further discussion - this was actually one of the
“Threats™ jtems listed in the Tourism Assessment. In the summer of 2002, the Board of Aldermen
adopted a four percent Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax. It was mentioned in the assessment that any such
tax should represent a compromise between Village officials and accommodation owners. The adopted
tax percentage was generally supported by the local owners of the varions bed-and-breakfasts and
overnight-stay businesses.

NEW THREATS SINCE THE TOURISM ASSESSMENT

Communities are continually evolving. As discussed, Salado’s evolution since the Tourism Assessment
was undertaken has involved several accomplishments. However, even with accomplishments, new
threats arise. The following represent new factors which have the potential to negatively affect tourism-
related economic development efforts, and which the Village of Salado should continue to monitor on an
on-going basis.
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» Expansion ¢ Construction of Interstate Highway 35 - As was stated in the
Transportation Plan, the Village should remain aware of and be involved in any decisions
regarding the widening of Interstate Highway 35 and controlling access onto and off of
the Interstate. This is a major regional transportation route to and from Salado, and it is
in the Village's interest to see that it continues to function as it does currently.

» A Diminishing Volunteer Base — As the Village population grows and there are more
services needed, the volunteer base will likely not be sufficient to maintain Village
services at the level that they are provided today. However, the use of volunteers is both
economical and serves as a way [or citizens to be involved in their community. Salado
should continue to utilize the volunteerism of local citizenry, and should show its
appreciation for volunteer efforts often and visibly.

» Main Street Transportation Issues - Main Street transportation issues have been an on-
going challenge for Salado. Adequate access to retail shops along Main Street is of the
utmost importance. Numerous elements related to transportation issues, including
parking, pedestrian access (trails), and group transports, are all currently being
reviewed, and the Village is in the process of working with economic development
groups to determine the best possible ways to address these issues.

Recommendations for ]ncrcasing ] ourism Opportunitics

In order to more efficiently address local tourism and related marketing, the following actions are
recommended:

L

Consolidate Groups. The Chamber of Commerce is in the process of consolidating the Salado
Business Association (SBA) back into the overall Chamber. This will likely facilitate better
communication between the Chamber and other rourism-related entities.

Improve Coordination Between Entities. The Chamber, the Tourism Council, and the
Convention & Visitor's Bureau should all know what activities each is undertaking, One of the
challenges in increasing tourism opportunities in Salado is ensuring that all of the various
entities involved in tourism (listed previously within this Plan) are working toward the same
purposes. The Tourism Director is currently acting as a liaison between these groups in order to
improve coordination.

Establish a Common Goal/Direction. A common goal or direction for the maintenance and
enhancement of local tourism opportunities should be established. For example, what should
the focus of rourism efforts be ~ should Salado be associated with art shows, antiques, bed-&-
breakfasts, heritage tourism, all of these, or some of these principally with others being a minor
focus? Getting the groups together to establish a common purpose or goal would help
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concentrate efforts that may otherwise be diverted to purposes that are not in keeping with what
is generally desired in Salado.

4. Establish a Target List of New Desired Businesses. A target list of retail-oriented enterprises
that are not currently in the Village or that should be increased in number in order to further add
to and diversify tourism opportunities should be established.
The Steering Committee that has been involved in drafting this

In 1980 there were less than

Comprehensive Plan recommends the following target list: three dozen spas in the

» Day spas, United States; today there

» Artist/fartisan scudios and shops are more than 1,600 — from
) ) PS: . day spas to resorts with spa

» Package vacations that include golf (at Mill Creek) aptions ta all-out

» Traditional hotels destination spas.

) Fimess faci]ity Seweg Nz Dot b Rebure Thespa e

» Evening entertainment venues - Examples include

restaurants that have expanded nighttime hours, evening concerts at the gazebo at Pace
Park, and allowing access to Salado College at night.

5. Expand the Visitor Center. The Village has established a Visitor Center within the Tourism
Office in the Civic Center. This is a good location because the Civic Center is such a noticeable
feature along Main Street. However, the VC is not open on the weekends and many tourists are
unaware of its existence. Therefore:

» The VC should be open on the weekends - this is when Salado attracts the majority of its
tourists and when the information provided by the VC is most needed.

» The VC should be more visible so that visitors are aware of its services. Ways to increase
visibility include leaving pamphlets at retail stores, and improving signage, both
directional and in front of the VC.

»  Website access should be provided to tourists, either at the VC (if it is open on the
weekends) or at some other related location. The importance of the Internet in today's
society cannot be overstated, and it is an efficient way for visitors to glimpse places in
Salado that they may want to explore further.

In Summarg

Economic development opportunities are focused primarily on tourism. Tourism in the Village has been
so successful due to Salado's unique character and ambiance, which keep new visitors coming and
previous visitors returning. Therefore, the Village's Economic Development Plan reflects previous efforts
toward assessing the local environment for tourism, specifically the Salado Tourism Assessment, which
was completed in 2001 Also within this Plan are recommendations for maintaining and improving
tourism-related efforts within the unique environment that is the Village of Salado.
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The City of Troy recognizes the importance of recreation opportunities in today’s active society

and health conscious attitudes prompts a community to assess what it has in regards to parks

and recreation. Urban sprawl and development of rural land has made the creation of parks and
preservation of open space a major priority for our community. Parks and open space add economic
value to local properties and an intangible value to the local quality of life. To preserve this open
space and create parks, a Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan has been written.

The purpose of this Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan is to examine and analyze existing park
and recreation spaces and facilities, to identify issues related to present and future community
needs, and to make recommendations on how the City of Troy’s park and recreation facilities can be
integrated into a cohesive system, The Plan evaluates existing, facilities, establishes facility criteria
and standards, and provides a comparative analysis of the City’s park system to accepted park
standards, and identifies park-related issues that the City will need to address in the short-term and
long-term.
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Brief Historical Background

Troy, also called New Troy, is located on
Interstate Highway 35 and the Missouri,
Kansas and Texas Railroad, seven miles
north of Temple in northeastern Bell
County. Itis 4.02 square miles of land
area and 0.01 square miles of water
area. Troy grew up around the railway
station after 1882 and supplanted an
earlier community named Troy that was |
two miles north on Elm Creek. Some E
occupants of Old Troy refused to move to

the new community site, and Old and New Troy coexisted for some time. By 1884 New Troy had 250
inhabitants and a post office, two churches, a gin and mill, three saloons, a hotel, and a cooperative
association. In 1886 the town was struck by a cyclone that destroyed a store. The Troy Enterprise, a
weekly newspaper, was founded about 1892.

The population of Troy was estimated at 500 in 1900, and
the Troy school was the largest district school in the county
in 1803, when it had 171 pupils and four teachers. Troy
continued to prosper as a shipping point for cotton, livestock,
and the other agricultural products of the region. In 1931 it
had twenty businesses and an estimated population of 450.
The town declined in the 1930’s to 219 inhabitants, where it
remained until the 1960’s. In 1964, when Troy incorporated,
it had 275 residents, but it grew rapidly thereafter and had

a population of 450 in 1968, 704 in 1978, and 1,581 in
1988. In 1990 the population was 1,395. The population
dropped to 1,378 in 2000. The Central Texas area, of which
Troy is located, is experiencing growth. According to the Census Bureau, the estimated population
in 2012 was 1,706, a 23% increase from the 2000 census. Troy is part of the Killeen-Temple-Fort
Hood Metropolitan Statistical Area. The area, as a whole, has seen the same percentage in population

growth as the City of Troy. BSP . A
enygmneers
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS

Basic demographic data provides valuable
information about the community. Data
such as population growth and age
composition may be used to create a
snapshot of the City at a given point in
time. The data also provides insight as

to the segments of the population who
might need and utilize park and recreation
facilities.

The information below is based on the
2010 Census Data and a survey prepared
for the City of Troy performed by Nielsen
Solution Center. Also, information from the Texas State Data Center was used to present a better
picture of the growth in the City of Troy as it is influenced by growth in Bell County.
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Population Growth

Table 1.1 shows population growth for the City of Troy. The City has exhibited growth and is
anticipating additional growth with the construction of several new subdivisions. This anticipated
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growth makes the provision of park and recreation services even more important to address in the
short-and long-term.
Table 1.1
Population Change
City of Troy, Texas
0.00-5.00 MILES [STIMATES
1980 Census 1026
15390 Census 1395
2000 Census 1378 4234
2010 Census 1645 5281
Estimated 2012 2287 5584
2019 Projection 2637 6029
2024 Projection 3032 XX
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. Table 1.2 shows population projections for Bell County and the State of Texas. Bell County’s growth
~ surpasses that of the State and it is anticipated that the growth Bell County will experience will
r include growth in the City of Troy.
- . Tablel.2 . g
i . Population Projection ;
r i Texas State Data Center :
; § =
r i " Opun ATION sy Data ! E
= : i t__,l
C : 2010 310235 2010 25145561 : S
" H : =
L ; 2015 352936 13.8% Increase 2015 27735444 10.3%Increase ! I-Z--
.r E 2020 396030 12.2% lncrease 2020 30622577  10.4% Increase -
E ' 2025 440132 11.1%Increase 2025 33827950  10.5%Increase -
" ‘
Bhes 00" im  lEmiemmemmer e mm e e e LB oo :
C Race and Ethnicity Distribution
r
s
r Table 1.3 depicts Troy's race and ethnic distribution in the 2010 Census and also the 2013
A Nielsen Solution Center.
‘—' ...............................................................................................................................................
r ]
N : Table 1.3 ) e )
[ :  Race & Ethnic Distribution
- i City of Troy, Texas
L 5 _
a
L oA =m A I[l )
e White Alone F [
E .. Black or African American Alone 28 208 iD.." l "{!:l
. | _
[, Amer. Indian and Alaska Native Alone 3 32 i ‘m
Asian Alone 15 53 : |r" 4
[' Native Hawaiian and Other Pac. Isl. Alone 4 4 = G .
E Some Other Race Alone 112 348 @[ |
: Two or More Races T -
L - 34 107 f- |
L ; Hispanic or Latino by Single Race Class 224 578 | 3 l
Black or African American Alone 1 4 10 B
L i o — "] [ % u‘l !
! : ﬂ Amer. Indian and Alaska Native Alone 0 6 PESUA
L I Asian Alone 0 1 | .
L ! Native Hawaiian and Other Pac. Isl. Alone 0 0 JBE '
L Some Other Race Alone 112 343 %
L_ i Twoe or More Races 18 54
( 5 Il (1.
L =
L engineers
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Age Distribution
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Table 1.4 contains information on various age groups and how they are represented within

Troy. Age is an important population characteristic because it is a strong indicator as the types
of services and facilities that the City will need to provide. This data suggests that families with
young children make up the majority of the population of Troy. Younger populations are typically
maore active and demand more City amenities like parks and recreation centers. The median age

for the City of Troy is 35. The figures are reflective of the 2010 Census.

Table 1.4

Age Distribution

City of Troy, Texas

ALL WROUF

Younger Than 25
25 to 44

45 to 64

65 and Older
TOTAL

Household Income Levels

wvas DaTa

rrREEKTAGE OF POPYIATION

579
473
417
176
1645

35%
29%
25%
11%
100%

Table 1.5 shows income data for the City of Troy as determined in 2010 Census Data. The largest
percentage of households in Troy specifically fell into the range of $15,000 to $$49,999 annually.
This reflects that a large number of citizens {39.9%) fall below the median household income level

of $56,250 within the City of Troy.

Table 1.5

Household Income

City of Troy, Texas

WCOME LEvnn

Less than $15,000
$15,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $149,999
»150,000 or more
TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS

EnSLs Data

55
202
145
64
131
47
644

FIRCC KTAGE OF POFULATION

8.54%
31.36%
22.52%

9.94%
20.34%

7.30%

100%
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Parks and recreation have three values
that make them essential services to
communities:

1. Economic value
2. Health and Environmental benefits
3. Social importance

Just as water, sewer, and public

safety are considered essential public
services, parks are vitally important

to establishing and maintaining the
quality of life in a community, ensuring
the health of families and youth,

and contributing to the economic

and environmental well-being of a
community.

There are no communities that pride themselves on their quality of life, promote themselves as a
desirable location for businesses to relocate, or maintain that they are environmental stewards of
their natural resources, without such communities have a system of parks and recreation programs
for public use and enjoyment,

To keep up with the ever changing population and demographics of the area, this plan will cover
a time period of 2014 through 2024. The City will reevaluate the plan every five years to confirm
they are proceeding in the direction the citizens of Troy desire.

The economic value:

¢ Parks improve the local tax base and increase property values. Property
values increase the value of privately owned land the closer such land is
to parks. This increase in property values due to the proximity to parks
increases property tax revenues and improves local economies.

¢ People are willing to pay a larger amount for property located close to
parks and open space areas than for areas that do not offer this amenity.

¢ Quality parks and recreation are cited as one of the top three reasons that
businesses locate in an area,

¢ Parks and recreation programs produce a significant portion of operating
costs from revenue generated from fees and charges.

o Parks and recreation programs provide significant indirect revenues to local and regional
economies from sports tournaments and special events.

B SPengineers A
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The health and environmental benefits:

» Parks are places that people go to get healthy and stay fit.

o Parks and recreation programs and services contribute to the health of children, youth, adults
and seniors.

* According to studies by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, creating, improving
and promoting places to be physically active can improve individual and community health and
result in a 25 percent increase of residents who exercise at least three times per week.

+ Parks and open space lands are praoven to improve water quality, protect groundwater, prevent
flooding, improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide vegetative buffers to development,
produce habitat for wildlife, and provide a place for children and families to connect with nature
and recreate outdoors together,

D T3 DI DTy T )
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The social importance;

+ Parks are a tangible reflection of the quality of life in a community. Parks and recreation

2 services are often cited as one of the most important factors in surveys of how livable

. communities are,

: « Parks provide gathering places for families and social groups, as well as for individuals of all
ages and economic status, regardless of their ability to pay for access.

¢ A majority of the public views parks as an essential priority for government spending.

« Parks and recreation programs provide places for health and well-being that are accessible by

. persons of all ages and abilities, especially to those with disabilities.

« Studies indicate that community invalvement in neighborhood parks is associated with lower
levels of crime and vandalism,

« Access to parks and recreation opportunities has been strongly linked to reductions in crime
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L and to reduced juvenile delinquency.

[ » Parks have a value to communities that transcend the amount of dollars invested or the

revenues gained from fees. Parks provide a sense of public pride and cohesion to every

) community.

[ Based up the values that make park and recreation essential services to a community, the following
goals and objectives were established utilizing a collaborative effort the City of Troy, Troy Parks
and Recreation Committee, and citizen’s input.
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l Goal 1: To promote respect, conservation, and enhancement of important natural features

= and resources within the community.

[

- Objectives:

i + Develop and implement guidelines to identify and preserve important natural features. "
r s Preserve major tree lines and stand of trees. o
r » Develop standards for the preservation, and where appropriate, dedication of floodplain e
iy and other flood hazard areas in their natural states in order to ensure that the City's natural };}
L drainage systems are not compromised. "n';
B « Establish funding mechanisms to acquire open space lands for protection through acquisition, (]
4 purchase of easements, or outright dedication of floodplain lands where these are deemed to w
‘ have open space value, n
E =
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i_" Goal 2: Create a park system that will improve the physical form and appearance of Troy.
L
L Objectives:
L » Acquire park and open space sites that are prominent and highly visible in the neighborhoods
that surround them.
[ » Provide adequate landscaping and aesthetic elements in new parks as they aresuch as
L stone walls and pavement accents, large caliper trees, attractive pavilions and other elements.
s Construct trail and pedestrian corridors, along with landscaping, trees, attractive lighting and
- streetscape furniture so as to promote visual quality along major roads.
= « Utilize landscape at key City portals and along selected streets to create a positive and
B attractive image of the City.
e Develop high quality signage for all parks and major municipal facilities.
=
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" Goal 3: Ensure that adequate parks and recreation facilities are distributed equitably
- throughout the City to meet the needs of each and every citizen.
E Objectives:
- + Establish a hierarchy of park classifications that will provide for the adequate and equitable
d distribution of park facilities throughout the community. }{}
« Establish guidelines that create standard specifications for each classification park. =
2 + Develop standards for the preservation and/or dedication of land for park facilities to ensure E
r that adequate park amenities will be provided throughout the planning area. =
i ¢ Provide for an integrated system of parks, which are connected in a linear fashion throughout E
the community. Said linear connections may be achieved by utilizing the alternative )
i transportation systems, major easements, and preserved floodplains/open spaces. -
. » Utilize existing utility easements and rights-of-way to provide connectivity for the linear park =
system. g
44 ',,4}’, s &
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Goal 4: Maintain all of the Troy parks and recreational facilities in superior condition.

L
e
L
L
L .
L
L
L
*
L
L

Objectives:

+ Provide City parks staff with the manpower and funding resources to maintain all parklands and
facilities in a superior manner,

Provide additional operations and maintenance resources as new recreational facilities are
developed and added to the Troy parks system.

¢ Implement renovation/improvement master plans for each park as they age over time and
identify a tentative schedule for phasing in improvements.

¢ Promote the use of native plant materials and xeriscape to reduce maintenance and irrigation
costs in parks and on City properties,

o Explore and implement innovative techniques to partner with other governmental, non-profit or
private organizations to reduce the City's park maintenance burden.

+ Use low-maintenance design techniques for future park properties.

Bspengineers A
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Goal 5: Create mechanisms to work with public and private entities to provide resources to
acquire, develop and maintain parks, recreation facilities, services and open space.

Objectives:

+ Encourage private cooperation through donations of park-land, labor and financial
contributions.

s Establish a program where community and business groups and neighborhood associations can
help improve and maintain parks and open space areas.

« Consider establishing a general park fund where donations for park improvements may be
provided by organizations and the private sector.
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B o Foster a close working relationship between the City of Troy and the Troy Independent School
District.

C

L

t

[

r

=

B

.

{

s

{ Goal 6: Include a citizen participation process in all ongoing park planning and design, as

L well as updating of the Parks Master Plan.

lf’ Objectives:

. » Periodically update the long-range plan and standards to reflect changing conditions in the City

L and to provide a forum for citizen input,

L + Encourage and provide multiple opportunities for citizens to provide input in development,
maintenance, and operation of the City’s parks and open space system. Utilize public meetings,

. workshops, regular meetings of the Parks Committee, periodic meetings with all Homeowner's

associations, citizen surveys and regular meetings with key user groups.
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SECTION 3 - PLAN DEVELOPMENT / PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

b I D B

The City of Troy employed a private consulting firm (BSP Engineers, Inc,) to prepare the Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. The consultant worked with the City of Troy Parks and
Recreation Committee and City of Troy staff te develop the Master Plan. Meetings were held with
the Troy Parks and Recreation Committee and City staff to examine collected needs, findings, and

. preliminary recommendations. To obtain a comprehensive and complete analysis of the City’s park
and recreation needs, and park system, a twe phase process was used for this evaluation.

¥

b )

r ¢ Phase 1 involved base map preparation, inventory/supply analysis, population analysis,

il standards analysis, and community input process.

¢ Phase 2 involved the prioritization of needs/recommendations, expenditure analysis, acticn
plan and final report.
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The Master Planning Process

Phase 1

r’ r_\ r_‘l\ r_ e ammyreryecp O rn TR e

Step 1 - Base Map Preparation
A computer generated base map from digital data was prepared by the consultant. The base

(

L map illustrates information such as streets, drainage corridors, vegetation, park sites,
school sites, municipal facilities, city limits, etc.

L

L Step 2 - Inventory/Supply Analysis

. An inventory of all parks and facilities owned by the City and public schools facitities in Troy

- was performed.

L

Step 3 - Population Analysis
Demographic and population characteristics of the community were analyzed. This included
evaluating factors of age, income, gender, education, ethnicity, median income and

projected population changes.
B SPengineers A
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Step 4 - Standards Analysi
Park classifications and acreage guidelines were developed which apply to the City of Troy.
Existing facilities were compared against standards to determine acreage and facilities
required to meet present and future needs of the community.

= Community In Proces
A series of steps were utilized to determine the park and recreation needs of the community.
This included public meetings and a survey that was provided to citizens in either hard
copy form or by using Survey Monkey. From the feedback, the Parks and Recreation
Committee were able to quantify the specific needs of the community.

- i ity’ mprehensive Master Plan
The City had Texas A & M University prepare a Comprehensive Master Plan in 2010. The
document includes components that address parks and recreation. This information was
referred to during the development of this Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan.

Phase 2

Step 1 - Prioritization of Needs/Recommendations

This step involved ranking the priorities for future park facilities from highest to lowest. The
citizen input obtained during the needs assessment phase was considered the most
significant factor and was weighted more heavily in the priority ranking.

After a summary of priorities was established, recommendations were developed to guide and
direct the acquisition, development, and maintenance of parks, recreation areas, and open
spaces for the next five to ten years. An expenditure analysis was generated to help
implement the plan.

- e i
The final step establishes the framework and methods far public officials to utilize in
implementation of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. Policies, ordinances
and sources of funding are recommended so that the plan can become a reality. Also, an
action plan provides specific priorities and budget estimates for the first ten years of the plan.

The Ten-Year Action Plan Map illustrates the priorities recommended in the Master Plan.

E spengineers é
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SECTION 4 - AREA FACILITY / CONCEPTS & STANOAROS

In order to provide the parks, recreational and open space facilities needed by Troy's residents,

a set of standards and design criteria should be followed. The National Recreation and Park
Association (NRPA) has developed such standards for parks, recreation, and open space
development, which are intended to guide communities in establishing a hierarchy of the park
areas. The general standard established by the NRPA for park acreage per 1,000 people is
approximately 15 to 20 acres. Troy currently has 2.6 acres of developed public parkland and 9.0
acres of undeveloped parkland.

The following analysis identifies the NRPA classification of parks, their description, location criteria
within the community and criteria for size. Each park type is discussed be in order to:

1. Identify the function of each park type;

2. ldentify the recreational activities generally associated with each park type; and

3. Define the general service area and the physical relationship of each type of park to the
pepulation residing within its service area.
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These various park types will be considered within this Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as
possible components of Troy’s park system,

MINI PARK

The-Mini Park is the smallest'classification. This type of park provides open space in densely
populated urban neighborhoods.

Specific attributes of a Mini Park:

s Size: tess than one acre.

o Service area radius; % mile.

e Location and access: Mini parks are centrally located within a neighborhood; frontage on_two
(local or collector) streets; easily accessible by residents; all parts of the park are visible from
the street,

¢ User groups: Generally for families with children from toddlers through 12 to 13 years of age.
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4: CONCEPTS & STANDAROS

NEIGHRBORHOOD PARK

The neighborhood park, sometimes referred to as a playground, is considered to be the most
important feature of a park system and is one of the major cohesive elements in neighborhood
design. Its primary function is the provision of recreational space for the entire neighborhood which
surrounds it. Space in the neighborhood park should be distributed between active and passive
uses.

Specific attributes of a Neighborhood Park:

s The neighborhood park should be located near the center of a neighborhood area/park planning
area and have a service area of approximately one-half mile to one-quarter mile.
» The size should he related to the service area population and the menu of activities chosen for
placement in the park. Five (5) to ten (10} acres is the optimal size for this park. An appropriate
standard in relation to size and population for this type of park is 2.5 acres per 1,000 persons.
Safe and convenient pedestrian access is considered important to a neighborhood park location.
Generally, the location should not be adjacent to a heavily traveled major or minor thoroughfare.
When it is possible to combine elementary or middle school with this type of park, the two
features further enhance the identity of the neighborhood by providing a central location for
recreation and education and a significant open space feature within the neighborhood.
¢ Facilities normally provided at a neighborhood park consist of:

*

Playground equipment for small children;
Multiple purpose hard surfaced play area;
An athletic area (non-lighted) for games such as baseball, football and soccer, and a
surfaced area for such sports as volleyball, basketball and similar activities;
4, Pavilions with tables and grills for picnics;

5. Drinking fountains; and

6. A passive area with landscaping, trees and natural elements.

B SP engineers
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COMMUNITY PARK

A community park is larger in

size than a neighborhood park

and provides service to several
neighborhoods or specific sections
of the community. The community
park should be conveniently
accessible by automobile, and
should include provisions for off-
street parking.

Activities provided in these parks generally include:

Game and practice fields for baseball, football, soccer and softball;
Walking or biking trails;

A community building/recreation center;

Tennis courts;

A surfaced multiple-purpose play area;

Playground structures; and

A passive area for picknicking.

e e QR IR PR W )

The service radius of a community park play field is a minimum of one mile, and a focation
adjacent to, or as a part of, a junior high or high school is considered desirable. Community
parks are designed to serve a medium to large population. An appropriate size standard for
these parks in relation to size and population is 5 acres per 1,000 persons. These parks serve
a population base of 5,000 persons or more, and they generally range in size from 30 acres to
100 acres.

SPECIAL USE PARKS

These parks or recreational spaces are identified by a
single use, and fall into three categories:

1. Historical/Cultural/Social Sites - which offer
recreational opportunities because of
their unigue characteristics;

2. Recreational Facilities - single purpose facilities
such as a senior center, community
center, or golf course;

3. Qutdoor Recreational Facilities - uses such as a
tennis center, stadium, or possibly a
special type of sports complex designed specifically
for a single sport.

B Spengineers A
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Ly

- OPEN SPACE/GREENBELTS/CONSERVATION AREAS

[ These spaces are generally natural corridors along creeks/flood prone areas or aleng easements

e containing a man-made feature.

r . e S e . L Ln

There is no specific size for these spaces; however, establishing a minimum width is important to [

s the function of the greenway, particularly if used as a location for a trail. This width should not be E

E less than S0 feet. Where the greenway is on either side of a natural drainage course, a minimum of g

_ fifteen feet shall be provided for foot traffic or motorized vehicles performing maintenance along <

. the greenway. un

r W

" These areas are natural and are generally left undisturbed, and can be referred to as preserves. N

: Although active recreation can be accommodated within these areas, they are primarily intended r!}l

r for passive recreational use, i
=
(o
(W
<

L]

There are no dedicated conservation or natural resource areas within the City of Troy.

The City of Troy has enacted ordinances that address development of parks or parkland dedication
when there is a residential development being constructed. This will allow for additional park,
recreation and open space/greenbelt opportunities for the community.

B spengineers A
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S:LCTION 5 - INVENTORY OF EXISTING PARK. AECAEATION, AN OPEN
SPACE ARLAS FACILITIES

During the first phase of the Master Plan process, a complete inventory was compiled of all existing
parks, recreation facilities and open spaces within the City of Troy. BSP Engineers, Inc, toured park
sites with Troy City staff. The City provided acreage and facility inventories.

The existing park sites were analyzed were analyzed in terms of owned areas, developed areas, and
underdeveloped areas. The following provides a complete inventory of existing parks, recreation
facilities and sports organizations within the City of Troy.

TROIAN PARK
Size: 2.6 Acres
Location; Intersection of Cypress and East Austin Street
Park Classification: Neighborhood Park used by Community
Recreation Amenities: Pavilion (small)

Picnic Tables

Benches

Open Play Area

1@ 014 BSP Engineers, Inc. All rights 1eserved.
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- nIKE AND BIKE TRAIL

P

. Size: 2,400 linear feet

A Location: West Main Street from Interstate 35 frontage Road to Mays Middle School [l

- lu

- e

Park Classification: Linear Park =

i X

r Recreation Amenities: 2,400 linear feet of concrete Walking Trail —
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L UNDEVELOPED DEDICATED PARKLAND

b

. Size: 9.0 Acres

-

L Location: Dead end of Kylar Street extending south to Coby Drive

L

L Park Classification: Undeveloped

L

L
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LOCAL PUBLIC SCHOOL INVENTORY

Public school facilities are also available for use to the general public after school hours and on
weekends. The school has facilities in four locations with the available uses described in the Table
below.

Table 5.1 -
Public School Facilities
City of Troy, Texas

LoCaTion

Troy Elementary 8038 East Austin Avenue Playground, Cymnasium

PMayground, Recreational

Mays Elementary 725 West Main Street open space

Practice gymnasium,
rRegulation Play Gymnasiuem

practice football field,
Raymond Mays Middle Shool 915% West Main Street Gymnasium, Recreational
open space

Old Troy Middle School

Football field, Track, Tennis
Troy High School 356-798 North Waco Road courts, Softball field,
Basebalil field, Gymnasium

The Boys Baseball Association has two (2} baseball fields and the Girls Softball Association has two
(2) softball fields. These fields are not owned by either the City of Troy or Troy Independent School
District.

Land Use analysis performed by Texas A & M University in 2008 determined that open space
makes up 948 acres or 28.09% within the City of Troy. The extraterritorial jurisdiction contains
1,779 acres. The City recognizes the need for preservation of open space and has established

requirements in their Subdivision ordinance by requiring efficient design and layout of subdivisions.

The City may also obtain land to preserve as open space.

Please see Appendices for maps. BSP )
engineers
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SECTION 6 - NeEcOJS ASSESSMENT & IDENTIFICATION

Development of a Parks, Recreation and

Open Space Master Plan must be reflective

of community values and the public’s vision

of what is needed to provide park and
recreation amenities. The City of Troy was very
committed to having an open public dialogue
in the development of the plan. In order to
accomplish this objective the City has organized
public outreach to receive input from the

public on what they wanted to have in terms of
facilities. A Parks and Recreation Committee
was appointed to represent local residents and
organizations during the planning process and
to work with the consultant to ensure that the
plan was reflective of the community.

The Committee led the effort in developing this plan. The Committee met on a monthly basis
and using the consensus based decision model worked through issues and developed the
recommendations found in the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. The Committee
consisted of representatives from the City staff, Troy Independent School District, Troy Girls
Softbalt Associations, Troy Baseball Association, Project Troy, and Troy High School Alumni
Asscciation.

Priorities identified by the Parks and Recreation Committee included baseball and softball fields for
adults and youth, additional hike and bike trails to provide connectivity between neighborhoods,
parks and schools, and multi-purpose fields that can be used fer soccer and football. Additional
pavilions with picnic tables and benches were also discussed as priorities.

The Parks and Recreation Committee also felt there needs to be a distribution of parks throughout
the City. There is only one park in Troy and it is located on the east side of the City. They
recognize it is difficult for persons living on the west side to access the park due to having to
cross Interstate 35 and the railroad tracks.

The City of Troy conducted a public hearing to receive citizens’ comments on the park and
recreational needs within the City. The hearing was advertised in the local newspaper and on the
City website. The hearing was held on January 13, 2014. Participants were given the opportunity
to complete questionnaires and to verbally express their concerns, needs, and vision for the City
of Troy park system, The public comments were varied in all areas of recreation. Conservation
of natural resources and trails to connect all parks, schools and private parks were discussed as
valuable recreation features in a park system.

B spengineers A
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Surveys were distributed at City Hall and a survey link to Survey Monkey was posted on the City’s
website. The surveys were made available for a period of 60 days.

Various types of analysis may be used to determine the types of facilities a community wishes to
include within its' jurisdiction. Those types of analysis are:

Demand-— i

The Demand-Based approach relies on information gathered from participation rates, surveys and
other information that indicates how much of the population wants certain types of facilities.

Standard-Based Analysis

This approach is used to assist in assessing the future recreational needs, and follows established
and recognized standards for assessing the quantity of parkland and the number of facilities that
are required to meet the needs of a given population.

~Recreation Standard

One source is the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). The NRPA has functioned

as a source of guidance for park standards and development for a number of years. The

NRPA’s standards are suggested to be a guide for detarmining park and open space needs.

From community to community, differences will be found in the socio-economic and cultural
characteristics, and in climatic conditions. Therefore, the range of demands and preferences for
recreational activities will vary with these differences. Obviously, these variances will directly
influence a uniform standard for all locations. NRPA is very specific to point out that their data is to
be used only as a guide to the development of local standards. Therefore, the NRPA provides input
to the formation of local needs.

Espengineiars A
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- Troy's land use is primarily agriculture and open space that totals approximately 2,600 acres.
r There is adequate agriculture land that could possibly be purchased to be utilized as designated
open space. The City’s subdivision ordinance also addresses the preservation of open space within
C newly developed subdivisions. Floodplains are excellent candidates for open spaces as well as
& conservation areas, as development is often discouraged. A portion of an undeveloped flood plain
r could be reserved as conservation open space, with as little development as possible - a footpath
and signs. Replanting of native plants could result in re-population of native bird and animal [
r species. The conservation areas could then serve as environmental education areas and open space. T =
r \ T O e T ﬁ 9
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E NRPA provides guidance an the size and requirements for different types of parks located within a
& municipality. Below is a recap of those,
2
: NRPA PARK ACREAGE GUIDELINES
! ' 3 QARSI (e S i | Acres per 1,000
ha: § RV ' a 1 e
r 30 SRS R ) 2 LR AR R RIS R ReA | Population
Mini-Park 2 500 sf-1 Acre Less than 1/4 mlle Variable
r distance in residential
- setting
~ Neighborhood Park 1 - 15 Acres One neighborhood 1/4 |[1.0 - 2.0 Acres
C to 1/2 mile radius
L Community Park 16 - 99 Acres Several neighborhoods 2|5.0 - 8.0 Acres
L mile radius
c Regional Park 100 - 499 Acres Several communities 5.0 - 10.0 Acres
under 1 hour driving
L[: Special Use Areas Varies No applicable standard | Variable
ts Greenways / Linear Park | Sufficient width to No applicable standard | Variable
L protect the natural
resource and provide
L maximum use
. Natural Resource Areas | Resource availability | Variable Variable
E and opportunity
L
1= SPengineers A
=
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NRPA also provides recommendations on activity/facility standards for municipalities to utilize in
developing what the amenities their parks may include based on population. Below is an exhibit
which illustrates those standards.
NRPA PARK FACILITY STANDARDS
‘ ACTIVITY / FA \'fII'I‘l Y I|{“]J{ A .{-{fiﬂmﬂﬂhlﬂlrlm K‘IJI‘{E[M&@! F?;@.—LTUJJGHR] Lfi.@ﬂ | _
Amphltheater 1 per 50, 000 0 E g
Baseball fields (adult)* 1 per 15,000 0 =
Baseball fields (youth)* 1 per 7,000 3 - __3_
Basketball courts - indoor* = 3 = =
Basketball courts - outdoor 1 per 4,000 0 L,:l"' E
Bird watching/wildlife - 0 L
Football fields* 1 per 20,000 1 =
Disc golf - 0 &
Indoor swimming pool 1 per 50,000 0
Large event pavilion 1 per 20,000 0
(200 person or larger)
Meeting room (public) - 1
Multi-use indoor space - 0
Multi-use sport courts 1 per 10,000 0
New recreation facility 1 sq. ft. per person 0
Pavilions/Covered Pichic Areas 1 per 4,000 2
Playground Areas 1 per 3,000 3
Public restrooms - 2
Skate park - 0
Soccer fields 1 per 10,000 0
Softball fields* - 3
Tennis courts* 1 court per 2,000 2
Trails (bike /walk/run) 1 system 45 mile

*Facilities owned by entity other than City of Troy.
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Based upon the NRPA's suggested number of acres a City the size of Troy offers for its citizens, Troy
is lacking in parkiand development. There are a few facilities that are located on the ISD and non-

Y

Parks and Recreation Assets

= public {Baseball and Softball Associations) properties, but these facilities are only open for public
C use occasionally and when not in use by the respective entity.
F The City’s only park is located on the east side of Interstate 35 and the railroad tracks. The location
i of this park makes it hard for citizens, especially children and youth of the community who live 8
r or go to school on the west side of Interstate 35, to have easy access to its’ use. The City of Troy E

recognizes the need for development of parkland in this area especially since Troy High School = g
r and the recently constructed Mays Elementary and Middle Schools are located on the west side of m —
r Interstate 35. The construction of a large subdivision on the west side of Interstate 35 is anticipated 'l.'n" o
B to take place within the next year which will have an impact on park and recreation provisions wn E
I provided by the City. : =
L [ QLY |
r Based upon responses and comments received, the following :ﬂ =]
5 needs were identified (in order of importance, from highest to =W
i lowest): W
[ * More sports facilities (baseball and softball fields,
5 basketball courts, soccer fields, multi-purpose, etc.)
. . Playgrounds
& . Picnic Areas without and with Picnic Pavilions
f U Hike/Bike Trails
; . Water Park/Children Water Playground
. . Natural/Open Spaces
f . Fitness Trail with Exercise Stations
. . Horse Shoe Fits
- . Senior Center

. Botanic/Flower Garden Areas

[ . Golf Putting Green
, . Amphitheater
it . Disc Golf
( o Skateboard Park
L Comments on why it is important for City of Troy to provide public parks and recreation facilities
L were:
E
L ¢ Improved physical and mental health
; e Fun for participants and observers
[ ¢ Improve quality of life =
L ¢ Increase in community pride
L ¢ Accessible place to enjoy nature

+ Structure and supervision for children and youth
L « Attraction for new business
£ » Cultural education
L e Increase tourism y

P ~—
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SECTION 7 - PRIOAITIZATION OF NEEDS

The recommendations and priorities in this section are a result of incorporating the inventory,

= demographics analysis, standards analysis, Troy Comprehensive Master Plan, and needs
- assessment into an action plan to direct the growth, development, and maintenance of the parks g
system over the next five to ten years. Priorities are listed in order of importance, from highest to :ﬂ
& lowest. =
- e gl ba,
- 5 dew ) gy B e R
TROIAN PARK . e X S
» 3 =
r Size: 2.6 Acres §
Location: Intersection of Cypress and East Austin Street =
Park Classification: Neighborhood Park used by Community E
Recreation Amenities: Pavilion {small) ' x
2 Picnic Tables o -
2 Benches ~

: Open Play Area

The organization, Project Troy, has assisted the City in replacing some of the obsolete features.

i Recommended | i
r s Splash Pad $100,000
) + Playground structure shade $30,000
: + (2) Benches $1,500
' e (4) Picnic Tables $8,000
» Park signage $5,000
) ¢ Drinking fountain $5,000
L + Utility Building $8,000
o Electricity and Lighting $10,000

HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL

L
= Size: 2,400 linear feet
b Location: West Main Street from Interstate 35 frontage Road to Mays
B Middle School
Park Classification: Linear Park
e Recreation Amenities: 2,400 linear feet of concrete Walking Trail
=
- Recommended Improvements i
¢ (3)Benches $2,500
b ¢ Drinking Fountain $5,000
L * Trash Receptacles $1,000
L _
- B SPengineers A
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F
: UNDEVELOPED DEDICATED PARKLAND
r\
= Size: 9.0 Acres

Location: Dead-end of Kylar Street extending south to Coby Drive
~ S

Park Classification: Undeveloped o
= (=)

¥
r =
r 5
C o
~ —
ot

i )
: -
i s
: S
| S
5 n.
; ~
(=]
i
L o,
i -""—"1“':2 e
L Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost
L +« Complete a Drainage Study $20,000
; + Hike and Bike Trail $75,000
i e (4)Park Benches $3,000
L ¢ (4) Picnic Tables and Grills $5,500
L e Trash Receptacles $2,000

¢ Drinking Fountain $2,500
2 o Park Signage & Trail Markers $7,500
L e Outdoor Classroom Area $4,000
- * Nature Area $3,000

« Pedestrian Bridge {if required) $250,000
b e Electricity & lighting $15,000
K + Parking $20,000 .
- Bspengineers A
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The City recognizes it does not meet minimum standards for the amount of parkland currently
available. Because of this, it will seek to obtain additional dedicated parkland either through
purchase or donation. As stated previously in Section 6, the need for additional parks and
recreation in the west side of the City needs to be addressed.

Park features for future parkland are recommended to include the following.

Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost
s Sports fields - Basketball court (1) $350,000
Baseball field (1)
Softball field (1)
Soccer/Multi-Purpose (1)

7: PRICRITIZATION OF NELDS

« Playground with shade structure $75,000

» Hike and bike trails with exercise/fitness stations $100,000

= Picnic Areas which offer picnic tables and grills ~ $15,000

» Park Benches $5,000

= Pavilion $80/square foot

« Nature areas $4,000

« Sand Volleyball Court $4,000

+ Horse Shoe Pits $4,000

¢ Trash Receptacles $4,000

s+ Restrooms $80,000

¢ Drinking Fountain $5.000

o Trees & Landscaping $30,000

» Parking (20 spaces) $60,000

» Electricity and Lighting $40,000

¢ Signage $5,000
-WID IL SYSTEM PLAN

The necessity of providing linkage with a city-wide trail system has been identified in ongoing
discussions of the City Council, City staff, and citizens and during the creation of the City of
Troy Comprehensive Master Plan. The provision of a city-wide trail system will provide for active
transportation for the community. Trails are an important component of the future park system,
as they serve recreational, transportation and linkage purposes.

FUNDING SOURCES

The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan recommends the development of new parks
and further development of existing parks. Once completed, these recommended improvements
represent a substantial public investment in parks and open space as the City grows and develops.
The various sources of funds for these improvements are as important as the diversity of those
sources. When there are several sources of funds for implanting this Master Plan, then no one
source is over-burdened and the Master Plan has a better probability of being successfully
implemented. The sources discussed below relate to the purchase and/or development and

renovation fexpansion of parkland and facilities. '
B spengineers A
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r GENERAL FUND

~
This source of funding is supported by ad valorem tax revenues and is generally the primary source
C of funds for maintenance and operation of the existing park system. The general fund is also the
F source for projects requiring smaller amounts of capital investment. Although projects funded by
-~ this source make a small annual contribution to the expansion of the park system, analysis over Lmn
i a number of years usually reflects a major accomplishment in improvements to the park system. :ﬂ
It is important to include funding for on-going maintenance and staff requirements for new =
| developments and improvements. Ia
‘| Bonps o
= —
F Bonds are generally the most common source used by cities for the purchase of land and for ~
4 providing development monies. There are two types of bonds which are used for parks, both of E
- which must be approved by referendum. =
L rc
r » General Obligation Bond - The General Obligation Bond is amortized using ad valorem taxes and &S
2 is used for the funding of capital projects which are not supported by a revenue source. These r~
. projects include water service, sanitary sewer service, and park acquisition and development.
E The availability of bonding for parks is often dependent upon the overall municipal needs
F financed by this source. Capital items such as purchase of land and physical improvements with
‘r a useable life expectancy of 15 to 20 years can be funded with general obligation bonds.
¢ + Revenue Bonds - Revenue bonds finance projects which produce enough revenue to retire their
[ debt, such as, golf courses, batting cages, and enterprise oriented park projects.
E PRIVATE DONATIONS
This source of financial assistance would
i usually come from citizens, organizations,
L or businesses which have an interest in
L assisting with the development of the
[ park system. Land dedication is not an
, uncommon occurrence when property
L is being developed. The location of a
L neighborhood park within a residential
e development offers additional value to
residential units within that neighborhoced,
L especially if the residential development
L is occupied by younger families with
! children. Once property is acquired through
- this method, the City should be prepared
e to improve the facility for use within a
L reasonable length of time.
v Private donations may also be received in the form of funds, facilities, recreation equipment, art, or
L in-Kind services. Donations from local and regional businesses as sponsors for events or facilities
L should be pursued.
: BSPergineer= id
: engineers
.
L ~opyright © <014 BSP Engineers, Inc. All rights reserved.
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~ TEXAS RECREATION AND PARKS ACCOUNT (TRPA)

PROGRAM

F The Texas Recreation and Parks Account (TRPA)

. is administered by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department {TPWD). The TPWD program allows

a city to request matching funds for both the
acquisition and construction of park facilities.
Currently funds are available on a fifty percent (50%)
cost share basis. The grant is secured through
submission of an application which follows a
standard format for applicants. All applications

—~ Ty =

received are ranked on a point system which is

e

e I e I 0 R 1

Conservation Fund,

designed to evaluate the need for the purchase or
construction being requested. Funds are distributed
among the applicants having the greater number of
points until all allocated funds are expended.

Applications to TPWD can be made annually with a s
six~-month waiting period following the submission i iyt dypetodmusias
date before the successful applications are notified. ' S i
The number of applications a city may submit at
any given time is based on past performance on grants and TPWD evaluation criteria. This funding
source is used by many communities. The competitiveness of the program generally allows cities
having bona fide park needs to prevail in obtaining funds.

A g

GRANT PROGRAM

el el el it M Ko Ke:

Eligible Population
{2010 Census)

Small Community

< 20,000

QOutdoor Recreation

< 500,000

Indoor Recreation

< 500,000

Urban Qutdoor Recreation

> 500,000

Urban Indoor Recreatian

> 500,000

Small Community Grant

ol ol ol ol ol clll ol ol A I Gl on
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L

The Local Park Grant Program consists of 5 individual programs. Funding for these programs
comes from a portion of the state sales tax on sporting goods through the TRPA, the Texas
Large County & Municipality Recreation and Parks Account and from the federal Land and Water

Parks and Recreation Assets
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This grant was created to meet the recreation needs of small Texas Communities with a population
of 20,000 and under. The grant provides 50% matching funds to eligible municipalities and
counties. Funds must be used for development or acquisition of parkland. Eligible projects
include ball fields, boating, fishing, and hunting facilities, picnic facilities, playgrounds, swimming
pools, splash pads, trails, camping facilities, beautification, restoration, gardens, sports courts and
support facilities.

The amount of this grantis up to $75,000.

tdoor ion Gran
This grant provides 50% matching grant funds to municipalities, counties, MUDs and other local
units of government with populations less than 500,000 to acquire and develop parkland or to
renovate existing public recreation areas. Eligible projects include sports fields, picnic facilities,
splash pads, trails, camp sites, community gardens, basketball courts, volleyball courts and other
sports courts, small amphitheaters, small bandstands, rodeo arenas, golf courses, landscaping
using native plants, etc. Projects must be completed within three years of approval.

The amount of this grant is up to $400,000.

Indoor Recreation Grant

This grant provides 50% matching grant funds to municipalities, counties, MUDs and other local
units of government with populations less than 500,000 to construct recreation centers, nature
centers, and other indoor recreation-related buildings.

The amount of this grant is up to $400,000.

Urban Qutdoor and Urban indoor Grants

These grants are for areas with a population of greater than 500,000.
RECREATIONAL TRAIL GRANT

TPWD administers the National Recreational Trails Fund in Texas under the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). This federally funded program receives its funding from a portion of
federal gas taxes paid on fuel used in non-highway recreational vehicles. The grants can be up

to 80% of project cost with a maximum of $200,000 for non-motorized trail grants and currently
there is not a maximum amount for motorized trail grants. Funds can be spent on both motorized
and non-motorized recreational trail projects such as the construction of new recreational trails,
to improve existing trails, to develop trailheads or trailside facilities, and to acquire trail corridors.
The application for this grant is February 1st each year.

BSP ergineer- L
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SECTION 8

PLAN SUMMARY & IMPLEMENTATION
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SeCTION 8 - PLAN SUMMARY ANO IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN SUMMARY

PP EN T 7

~ The Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Master Plan is a fluid planning tool which will guide the
development and acquisition of new parkland and recreational facilities. The Master Plan has
identified the need for park improvements, recreational facilities and restoration of existing parks.
As with any public or municipal project, the amount of available funding or the potential to retire
debt is the controlling factor in deciding which project or projects should be completed first.

As identified, renovation projects for existing parks typically have smaller construction budgets.
The renovations specified in this Master Plan outline required new construction, These types of
projects generally receive money from the City’s general fund and/or a bond issue which requires
voter approval. Projects of this nature and scope would take approximately 6 to 8 months to
complete. The larger projects should allow for 12 to 14 months to complete. This includes
development of plans and specifications and construction.

P TP DY 7Y )

£

The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan should be reviewed annually or after a major
project or task has been accomplished.
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IMPLEMENTATICN

Priorities for improving and developing parks and recreation over the next ten years were
L determined by public input and throughout the overall master plan process.

POLICIES AND ORDINANCES

The accuracy of these implementation mechanisms is dependent upon the proper coordination
of input from contributing bodies including elected and appointed City officials, City staff,

Troy school district, sports groups, and most importantly the citizens of Troy. All parties must
communicate and work collectively toward common goals, only this will ensure the successful
development of the park system. An example of this communication would be the incorporation
of the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan during review of proposed development
plans with various entities involved,

e 3 rFm

r

Ordinances provide the legal framework for implementation of this
Master Plan, and therefore, aid in park system development and
protection,

FUNDIN RCE

Funding Sources for park improvements is discussed above in Section
7. Utilization of the various funding sources will ensure completion
of the desired outcome for providing parks, recreation, and open
space amenities.

B spengineers A
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- F RE PARK IMPROVEMENTS AND N
= The completion of future park improvements will be accomplished as funding is made available
E through sources listed in Section 7. =
m =
Y TROJAN PARK -
‘ =~
r Improvements listed below are recommended to be accomplished within the next five years. lg
r ]
ir Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost o
‘ « Splash Pad $100,000 =
= + Playground structure shade $30,000 w
¢« (2) Benches $1,500 ;
s (4) Picnic Tables $8,000 -~
¢ Park signage $5,000 g
+ Drinking fountain $5,000 a
. ¢ Utility Building $8,000 =
+ Electricity and Lighting $10,000 -
L o
r HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL @
Improvements listed below are recommended to be accomplished within the next two years.
Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost
¢ (3) Benches $2,500
¢ Drinking Fountain $5.000
s+ Trash Receptacles $1,000
UNDEVELOPED DEDICATED PARKLAND
- Improvements listed below are recommended to be accomplished within the next seven years.
Recommended Improvements Estimated Cost
s Complete a Drainage Study $20,000
s Hike and Bike Trail $75,000
s (4)Park Benches $3,000
: + (4} Picnic Tables and Grills $5,500
e Trash Receptacles $2,000
¢ Drinking Fountain $2,500
¢ Park Signage & Trail Markers $7,500
¢ Qutdoor Classroom Area $4,000
o Nature Area $3,000
+ Pedestrian Bridge (if required) $250,000
. ¢ Electricity & lighting $15,000
b + Parking $20,000
b

E SPengineers A
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EUTURE PARKLAND

The City of Troy wishes to ensure adequate parks and recreation facilities being distributed
equitably throughout the City to meet the needs of each and every citizen. In order to attain this
goal, the City of Troy will pursue acquisition of land on the west side of the City.

Park features for future parkland are recommended to include the following. These recommended
improvements are expected to be accomplished within the next five to eight years.

ecommgnged Improvements Estimated Cost
Sports fields - Basketball court (1) $350,000

Baseball field (1)
Softball field (1)
Soccer/Multi-Purpose (1)

» Playground with shade structure $75,000
e Hike and bike trails with exercise/fitness stations $100,000
+ Picnic Areas which offer picnic tables and grills $15,000
« Park Benches $5,000

= Pavilion $80/square foot
e Nature areas $4,000

» Sand Volleyball Court $4,000

¢ Horse Shoe Pits $4,000

« Trash Receptacles $4,000

s Restrocoms $80,000
+ Drinking Fountain $5,000

¢ Trees & Landscaping $30,000
» Parking (20 spaces) $60,000
¢ Electricity and Lighting $40,000
¢ Signage

The City will continually oversee the
development of new subdivisions to ensure

that park and recreation facilities are included.
Provisions for open space and/or greenbelts will
also be monitored to ensure passive recreation
opportunities for citizens. It will be important
for home owners associations within the
subdivisions maintain the parks and recreaticn
facilities established.

Penineers A
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CITY-WIDE TRAIL SYSTEM

The City has begun the creation of a city-wide trail system with the completion of the Safe

Routes to School project that is connecting to the Interstate 35 construction project and the Troy

r Transportation Enhancement project. These projects provide the backbone of the city-wide trail
system the City wishes to create, The city-wide trail system will be an ongoing project within the
next ten years as funds become available.

r Purpose of the Trail System Plan

First and foremost, the City-wide Trail System Plan will serve as a planning tool for the City of
Troy. It will also serve to create a vision for a city-wide trails and greenway network and assist
r public and private entities who wish to contribute funds or resources to the development of the
system. Another key purpose of the trail plan is to serve as a basis for coordinating with city
departments to reduce conflicts with their developmental activities including utility installation,
transportation, water quality, storm water runoff, planning services and other activities.

Design Considerations
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§ The following is a general discussion of the parameters associated with trail design and
construction.

Types of Trails

1. Separated Trails - Separate trails and trail systems are provided for each type of trail user, e.g.
bicyclist, pedestrian, skaters.

2. Shared Trails - Trails are shared by two or more user groups but design parameters restrict the
use of the trail by some groups.

3. Multi-Use Trails - All trail user groups occupy the same trail or trail corridor. The physical
design of the trail must be modified accordingly, to accommodate the demands of the
expected user groups.

£ rmorm

Trail Surfaces

There are several different types of trail surfaces that' ¢can be considered, Those types include
natural surface, mulch, gravel, asphalt, concrete, and board walké. Thtﬂype of surface is
dependent upon several factors including soii type, slope of ground, sensitive environmental
areas, drainage, life expectancy of trail, type of users and cost to name a few.

Trail Width

CeCCC g e o e

Trail width is determined by the common usage. American Disability Act (ADA) guidelines must be
aghered to when designing along with American Association of State Highway and Transportation

(AASHTO). i

A AR

B spengineers ﬁ
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Vertical Clearance

Vertical clearance is a minimum 9.5 feet. This may need to be greater to permit passage of
maintenance vehicles. Clearance under crossing and tunnels should be ten feet (10°) for adequate
r vertical shy distance,

Longitudinal Slope (Grade)

Grades on off-street paths should be kept to a minimum, especially on long inclines, Grades greate
, than five (5) percent are undesirable because the ascents are difficult for many bicyclists and the
descents cause some bicyclists to exceed the speeds at which they are competent. ADA compliance
must be adhered to for longitudinal slope.

Signs

Adequate signs and markings are essential on trails, especially to alert users to potential conflicts
r and to convey regulatory messages to both users and motorist at street intersections. In addition,
guide signs, such as those indicating destination, direction, distance, route numbers and names of
cross streets, should be used in the same manner as they are on highways.
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Access Points

rm o em ey’

Although access to the trail will usually be available at every road crossing, the users of the trail
should be encouraged to enter the trail at specific access points. By designating specific points
of access, there may be an elimination of possible encroachment on private property, as well as,
preventing possible congestion at busy road crossings.

-

Lighting
L Lighting should be considered, especially if the off-street routes are intended for transportation
& purposes, many trail commuters may need to travel during poorly lit morning and evening hours.
L Fixed source lighting reduces conflicts along paths and at intersections. In addition, lighting
allows the trail user to see the path direction, surface conditions and obstacles. Lighting should he
L considered through underpasses or tunnels and when night time security could be a problem.
b
Traffic Control Devices
(.
= Pedestrian signals designed to accommodate a one meter (3.2 feet) per second walking speed,
N should be provided at major streets where traffic volume and speed is high. ADA regulations will
L have to be adhered to when traffic control devices are utilized.
S
X
=
L
b
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- The City of Troy is in the process of developing a Master Parks Plan. A public hearing will be conducted :.n E:_
L on Monday, January 13, 2014, beginning at 6:30 p.m. to receive input from citizens in regards to the S la
& development of future parks and the amenities included within them. Citizens are urged to attend and S o
. offer suggestions on the development. The Master Parks Plan, once adopted by the City Council, will i."-: E
: enable the City to qualify for grant funding. a =
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CSTARLISHED 1902
City Council ;‘:L. ) »‘\
Public Hearing o N \!
January 13, 2014 /i

item 1 - A public hearing was held on January 43, Zb
Community Center with a quorum present tow ,

f/%
%"ﬁ"’

Mayar Michael Morgan

Mayor Pro-Tem Harriet Prinz
Council Person Calvin Creech
Council Person Laurie Balley
Council Person Paul Ramirez
Council Person Jason Sheffler

N &

-.,,_'__-_,
Item 2 - Council to b Mt‘ig‘numo are FOR the petition for annexation
made by Lee May

Discutfégn* . ) V

There was note?pohk{o the matter,

‘\ y
Item 3 -Counci hear froi'n citizens who are AGAINST the petition for
ann ion madeby Lee Mays.
s Y
Dlggs\aioq‘* 7

Therefvas no fesponse to the matter.

Item 4 - Cgt‘l'ncil to hear input from citizens about a master parks plan for the
City

Discussion:

Several citizens provided feedback on the matter. Splash pads, walking trails,
baseballfsoftball complexes wers mentioned as considerations for the master
plan.

item 5 - ADJOURNMENT

Public Hearing: January 13, 2014 Status: Approved

Espengineers A
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Discussion:
The public hearing was adjourned at 6:52 pm.

Attest:

City Administrator

Public Hearing: Janua’y 13, 2014 Status: Approved

B spengineers A
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12hd Official Website
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News & Information Heturn to News and Information

-

‘ Public Hearing for Master Parks Plan
Posied Dabe 17272014

QAL Ty

QY

irasLisacy 1o}

Yy an

57 |

The Cily 0+ Tro¥ ' s Sueking pubbe inpyut for p Master Pakcs Plan

— P

The City of Troyis o the procass of developing 8 Mastar Parka Plan. Apublic hearing will be canducied an Monday, January 13, 2014, baginning at§.30 p.m. to
ra caive snpul from oilizans in regards 1o the development of firlure parks and tha amenities included within them. Cibznne are urged to atand and offer
SUgD on the develop L The Master Patks Plan, once adopted bytha City Coundl, will enable the itylo qualifyfor grant funding.
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of PARKS SURVEY AVAILABILITY

Gityof Troy 201 East Main Stree  Troy, Towos 76679 | Phono. 254.938.2505 | Fax 254.936.0440 m@ m@
Sus Map | ConlagtUs | Powered by Municins|CHMS
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" Q1 Do you live in the City of Troy?
[ Answaored: 141  Skipped:
r T s
: Answer Cholces Reosponses -:5
r\
Yos 79.43% 112 H}
[~
1: No 20.57% 29 -
Total 1414 g
r =
. =3
r Q2 vwvhat is your age? 0
.r Answerad: 141 Skipped. 0 un
L lay
Answer Cholces Responses E
18 to 24 17.73% 25 3
(2 R
2510 34 19.15% 27 n
, -
- 351044 23.40% 13 =
I .
L 45 10 54 21.28% 30
L 55 1o 84 13.48% 19
L 85 10 74 4.96% 7
{
: 75 orolder 0% 0
': Tota iH
.
i w3 How many people currently live in your
i
L household?
L Answered: 141 Skipped: 0
§ Q4 Would you prefer to have small parks
C developed within the city or would you
( prefer to have a few large parks
, developed?
E' Answered. 141 Skippod. 0
E Answor Choices * Reaponses
L Many Small Pars 2.84% 4
T Few Large Parke §5.32% i
Ev Caominnalion 33.33% 47
L Naither 2.84% 4
L, Undecided 567% 8
b Total
-
.
L
L
L
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A Bl

Q5 In which recreation programs or

& activities would you or members of your "
~ household be most interested in —~
& participating? 2
la)
. Answaored: 141 Sklpped: 0 T
. -
= Wtorested HNot interested Total Average Rating I:A:_J
- Bassball - T/ball 76.15% 23.95% T
63 23 108 1.24 pran |
i un
i Softball 75% 25% '
; 81 27 108 1.25 LN
Lal
Soccer 58.08% 30.85% o
r 54 29 04 4.42 el
L ! m
r Footoall €6.15% 30.85% E
N €5 29 94 1.1 n
r t n
- Besetball 79.41% 35.23% <t
E 81 3 102 1.21 ..
(5]
e Tennis 84.77% 35.23%
57 3 88 §.35
C Skating 48.37% 50.63%
C Kt 40 79 1.54
Sand Volleybalt 71.92% 2B.87T%
[ &9 28 97 1.29
r Gymnasics 37.50% 62.50%
- 27 45 72 163
=
- Hiking 86.61% 13.30%
r 57 15 112 1.43
[
: sikdng 87.96% 12.04%
L 95 13 108 1.42
i Fishing 8% 22%
! 78 22 100 1.22
* BenchegPlcnlc TablesBBQ Pits 02% %
L 15 10 125 1.08
f Swim Lassons 71.28% 28.72%
. 67 27 94 1.29
[ Nature Study 54.43% 45.87%
[ 43 36 74 1.46
3 Health/Wallness Pograms 82.98% 17.02%
L. 78 16 04 1.17
L Filness Clames B4.85% 15.15% -
84 15 94 1.15
L Dance Clases 60.47% 29.63%
5 52 34 86 1.40
L Vvatar Exercise 75.62% _24.1 W.
69 22 3 1.24
L Youlh Wregling 20.59% 79.41%
. 14 54 86 1.79
-
- BSPengi
, engineers
B
L apyright © 2014 BSP Engingers. Inc. All rights reserved.
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City of Troy Master Park Survey

Q6 DO you feel there is a definite,
somewhat or not a need for any of the
following athletic facilities that would be
included in parks or in future parks in the
City of Troy?

Answerod: 141  Sklpped: 0

Definite Somewhat Not Neaded No Opinlon Total Avarage Rating

53.44% 29.01% 10.69% 8.87%

70 kY] 14 9 131
€0.47% 21.37% 5.34% 2.52%

91 28 7 3 131
59.66% 20.16% 17.74% 2.42%

74 25 22 3 124
59.38% 20.31% 17.18% 3.13%

7€ 26 22 4 128
33.80% 41,53% 17.80% 8.76%

40 49 21 8 118
41.23% 32.46% 24.56% 1.75%

47 a7 28 2 114
£0.43% 26.21% 18.80% 2.56%

5§ 33 22 3 117
47.86% 35.90% 13.88% 2.42% |

56 42 16 3 17
66.13% 17.74% 14.52% 1.61% 7

€2 22 18 2 124

E SP engineers

—opyright © 2014 BSP Engineers, [nc. All rights reserved.
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= City of Troy Master Park Survey
e
~ Q7 Do you feel there is a definite,
= somewhat, or not a need for any of the tn
following recreation facilities that would be =
T . . .
included in parks or in future parks in the D
= City of Troy? T
-
r . . ]
]. Answorag: 141 Skipped: ¢ ..__‘_"
.~ L =
;!_5. ~<finits Somswhat Not Needed HNo Opinlon Total Average Rating a
L Water ParkChildren Water Playground 66.93% 25.20% 7.08% 0.79% .
= 85 32 5 1 127 .42 wn
| | i lag
- Cuidaor Swimming Pool 64.23% 23.58% 11.30% 0.81% [
L 79 29 14 1 123 1.49 5
L Natural/Open Spaces 69.91% 14.16% 13.21% 2.85% E
r 79 16 15 3 116 1.49 &
r Fishing Areas 50% 28.45% 16.10% 3.45% ~
L 58 33 21 4 116 1.75 o
I i |
k Picnic Pavilions 75.78% 17.97% 5.47% 0.78%
. 97 23 7 1 128 1.3%
. rlaygrounds 95.04% 8.66% 4.72% 1.57%
L 108 1 6 2 127 1.22
[ Botanic/Flower Garden Areas 23.21% 33.04% 32.14% 11.61%
; 28 a7 8 1 112 2.32
. Hike/Blke Trails 73.29% 18.00% 7.09% 0.79%
i 93 24 9 1 127 1.35
;7 Skateboard Park 16.52% 42.88% 33.33% 2.3%%
20 a8 36 a 108 2.3
i
e Fitness Trail wilh Exercise Slations €1.21% 28.72% 9.82% 3.45%
C 7 a1 10 1 112 1.54
‘ Disc Golf 19.64% 42.86% 20.57% 9.02% |
L 22 48 32 11 112 2.27
(5 Senior Centers 36.30% 34.82% 16.28% 2.02%
& 42 39 19 M| 12 1.98
Amphitheater 21.30% 21.30% 45.37% 2.39%
£ 23 23 49 3 108 2.48
(. Horse Shoe Pits 44.83% 31.03% 16.38% 2.38%
C 52 6 19 a 116 1.87
Picnle Aroas 76.18% 16.67% 4.76% 2.38%
(. 96 21 & 3 126 133
- Golf Putting Green 22.84% 26.69% 28.53% 11.93%
. : 25 29 42 13 109 239
b
b
C B SPengmeersA
L’ Copyright © 2014 BSP Engineers. Inc. All nights reseived.
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~ City of Troy Master Park Survey
A Q8 Which of the following do you think
; is/are important for City of Troy public "
= N agagm -
parks and recreation facilities to provide =
r ; igi "
for its citizens (Check all that Apply) i
o Answered: 141 Skipped: 0 c
-
r L
Answer Choices Responses -
i p o
‘r Improved physicat and mental health 81.66% 115 E‘I
) Fun for participants and observers 82.98% 17 C
e wn
- Slucture and supervison lor children and youth 58.18% §2 '-L_.‘j
i —
; 70.21% 99 =
Lr: Accessble place 10 enjoy nature r_?-
r Increase in community pride 75.80% B $
r Improve quality of life 75.89% 107 =2
F Incraase ourgn n.29% 44 =
r Attraction for new businass 51.06% 72
[‘ Cullural educalion 3L.21% 44
[ Totat Respondents: 141
i
L
[
f
(
L
C
L
L

=] spengineers A

~opyright © 2014 BSP Engineers, Inc. All rights 1eserved.

Recreation Assets

recrcccoCCcoco



.

Y

ol el X o ol ol <N all ol Xl ol el A e el el Bl 4 X KRR Sals ReRnls Ni Be Ea ks B K B s K B

City of Troy, TX
Overall City Limits

20001

4000 R

‘h““iu_g/’

A

Q0D 1t

355

NOT TO SCALE

~L

City Limits 2013~ Troy ETJ
B Existing Park [l Undevelaped Park

Appendix | - Part 3 of 3
Parks and Recreation Assets



NOT TO SCALE
B Undevelaped Park

Legend

City Limits 2013 || Troy Parcels

Appendix | - Part 3 of 3
Parks and Recreation Assets

B Existing Park

City of Troy, TX
Master Park Plan
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